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PREFACE
An account of the development of the corporate device and its impl ementation in the economy of Territorial Utah has never been written.
Histories of several ecclesiastical business corporations estab li shed

under the auspices of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
have been published, but public and private corporations not dir ectly
established as church enterprises have been neglected.

The pr esent

thesis r epresents an attempt to produce an historical analysis of the
territorial corporat ion device and a brief history of th e corporations
chartered during that period.

There is appended a complete listing of

all corporations chartered in Salt Lake County between 1870 and 1882.
Those chartered before 1870 are discussed in the body. of the thesis.
Hundreds of companies , were incorporated during the period that Utah
existed as a territory from September 9, 1850 to Januar y 4, 1896 .

Conse-

quently, the scope of this work has been limited primarily to those companies incorporated in the early territorial period before general incor-

poration laws were enacted in the late 1860's.

During this early period

companies were incorporated through special acts of the Legislative
Assembly .

~qme

insight into the reasons for their formation has been

gleaned by examining the records of that body.

Since this work is pri-

marily concerned with the economic impact of corporations upon early Utah

I have purposefully negl ected the inclusion of municipal corporations,
library associations, and other organizations not formed for the purpose
of economic advancement.

Chapter I is intended as a gener al backgr ound, and tr aces the development of the corporat e devic e from its inception to the form in which it

existed at th e time Utah was settled.

Subsequ ent chapters deal with

companies incorporated by the Legislative Assembly according to th e
particular purpose for wh i ch they were formed and the ir order in chronol ogica l sequence.

Chapter II is conce rned with irr iga tion companies

organized between 1850 a nd 1867; Chapter III with road com panies formed
during th e same period; a nd Chap t er IV with companies incorporated under
church a u sp ic es.

The conc luding chapter (Chapter V) lists and discusses

gen e ral legislation designed to simp lify a nd facilitate th e uniform
incorporation of newl y organi ze d compani es .

I wi sh t o express my grate ful a ppr ecia t ion to those who have contri buted t o this work through the ir e n couragement and guidance:

Dr . Leonard

J . Arrington, Committ ee Chairman, for hi s constructive advice and patie nce

in directing this enti re undertaking; Dr . S. George Ellsworth, committe e
member, for his timely suggestion s and in struc tion; and Pr ofessor We ndel l
B. Anderson, committee member , for his personal inte r es t and constant

support.
Also I would like to acknowledge appreciation to Dr . Everett L .
Cooley and the staff of the Utah State Hi s torical Soc i e ty; A. William
Lund and the staff of the Lat ter-day Saint Chur c h Hist orian's Offic e ;
and Mr. F. T . Johnson and his assistant a t the County Record s Cent e r
in the Sta t e Capito l Bui lding , Sal t Lake City.
Finally, I would like t o express gratitud e to my parents, Ralph
0. a nd Alice F. Lounsbury, whose exce ll ent example and guidance have
prompted me to achieve this ob jective; and affectionate apprec iati on to

my wife, Rita P . Lounsbury, for h er pati enc e and und e rstanding.
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CHAPTER I
THE HISTORY OF CORPORATION DEVELOPMENT PRIOR
TO THE CREATION OF UTAH TERRITORY
Th e l egal f ramework u sed by the Mormon pioneers t o esta bli s h cor -

porati on s was imported into ear l y Ut ah as were many other institutional
id eas, social customs, and economic principles used in es t abl i shing the ir

Zion.

To understand in some completeness the e ffect of the co r porate

organiz a tion in Territorial Utah it is requisit e that we fir s t under-

stand what cons titut ed a corpor a ti on at that time and how this devic e
was applie d to the formation of business ent er prises.

What follows is

a brief discussion of the development of th e chara cteristics of th e corporate organ iza tion from its origin to its implementation in early Utah.

Earl y Hi story of the Corporation

The exact origin of th e corpor ation is unknown.

1

Under Roman law

bodies corpor a t e possessing common treasuries and l ega l per sona lit y

separate and distinct from that of the individuals comprising them we r e
we ll known.

These various municipal, religious, industrial, and t r ade

associations were referre d to as unive rsitates and collegium.

organi zat i on under the r epublic was virtually uncontroll ed.

The ir

The r equir e -

ment that all such c orporation s must have a license from the state dat es
f r om the Empire, probably fr om the r eign of Al exander Seve rus (205-235

1A. A. Berle Jr . and Gardiner C. Means, "Corporation," Encyclopedia

of the Social Sciences (15 Vo l s,; New York:
I V,4"f4-.--

Macmi ll an Company, 1931),

2

A.D.).

Most of the secular corporations developed unde r the Roman Empire

e ither perished in th e general ruin of Roman institutions, or survived

here and there during the lat er centuries of feudal domination.

As the

power and influence of the Catholic church increased in the Empir e the
popes claimed that their approval was necess ary to the creation of bodies
corporate within the church.

Thus certii~~ ecclesiastical entities such

as abbeys, monasteries, and bishoprics were

r e~og nized

by the Roman

Catho lic Church as possesse d of perpetua l succession and continuing body
of property des pite a changing membership.

It was in 1245 A. D. that

the Roman Catholic Church first used the term "corpus" wh ich later
evolved into the term

"incorporat ~ ~~- .:-rneaning

to make into one body.

2

The origin of the English corporation that so much aff ec t ed the
basic structure of the corporation in Ame rica can be trac e d back to the

period of feudal domination .

Had feudalism achieved its ideal state

during this period it would have plac ed in the hands of manorial lords
complete control over corporate type undertakings, thus eliminating the
need for the corporate organization to bring t oge the r from individual
sourc es the capital and association nec essar y for them, with the ir
limit e d funds, to accomplish a certain enterprise.

In England, as in the other countries of Europe, feudalism did not
attain the "ideal form" that i t approximated under William the Conquerer.
Only th e most rudimentary corporate forms existed in some of the old
English towns at the end of the eleventh century.

When corporations

2George D. Hornstein, "Corporation," Collier's Encyclopedia (24
Vols.; Crowell-Collier Publishing Company, 1965), VII, 354.

3

began their development it was at the expense of the feudal sys t em. 3
Feuda l ism aros e out of a need for physical prot ection of the
individual and l ed to the development of two early mutual institutions
in England--the borough and the medi eval gui ld .

The borough was an

association of inhabitants joined together for mutual defen se and accomplishment of civic works.

Guilds were a ssociations of traders or cr afts -

men organi zed for the furtherance of their interests, t o provide for

needy members, and to part l y con tr ol their respec tive trades .
These two institutions developed gradual l y and were s ubs e quently
g i ven l egal s tatus during the r eign of King Henry VI (1422-1471).

Pat ents

we r e gr anted recognizing the co rporat e character of these instituti ons .

Contrary to a common belief hel d until r ecently, the corporation was not
i n itia lly created by Crown franchise, but deve loped first and subsequent ly
r eceived r ecognition from t he Ki ng .

Parliament lat er asserted th e power

to confirm such grants and eventually assumed the indep endent power to
grant corpo rate charters.
The Crown looked upon the corp oration as an admini s tr a tive organ

through which it could extend it s power and influenc e .

At the same time

th e townsmen a nd guildsmen regarded the co rporation as a means of c ount e r-

ing the power he ld by th e barons, and th er efore sought corporate status
which gave them the privilege of s e lf governmen t.

Consequently, many

of these l ocal corporations we r e fo rmed expanding the royal power.
Certain characteristics of the modern corporation can be traced

more directly t o devel opme nt S in ove rs eas trade.

This is where the

business corporat ion first began to t ake on it s form and functi on as an

3
John P. Davis, Corporati ons: Their Origin and Deve lopment (2
Vols.; New York & London: G. P. Putnam's Sons, 1905), I, 88.

4
economic institution.

Because of the great initial cos t and risk invo l-

ved in navigation, the practice developed wherein a number of associates
contributed various amoun ts of ca pital in outfitting a singl e ship.

The

value of the ship was divided up into shar es depending upon the amount
each associate contributed, and profits were then distributed in thes e

same proportions.

Such ear ly associations were formed purely by agr ee -

ment of the associates, who fixed the terms controlling the contributions of capital to the ent erprise and delegated powers to the person or
persons managing the undertaking.

These small company organizat ions

evo lv ed into the joint stock corporation or association which was usually

organiz ed for the accomplishment of a single purpose and to l essen the
risk of the undertaking to eac h individual .

The capital accumulated by

the company was divided into shares which represented the interest of
each contrib utor and could be transferred to othe rs without changing the
identity of the group.

They were not organized by statute, but were

created by a contract between individuals under their common-law rights

of association.

The stockhol de rs were held individually liabl e for the

debts of the company, which was not trUe of later corporati ons.
company cou ld not sue in its own name but had to do it in the

a designated individual. 4

The

na~e

of

The British East Indian Company, form~d in
I

1600, was set up under this type of arrangement.

In 1602 th e Dutch

East India Company, generally co nsid ere d to be the first stock corporation, was organi ze d in Holland with a permanent capital, and in 1612
the English company began to issue stock on a more permanent basis,

4 John M. Williams Jr., "Jo int Stock Company or Association,"
Encycloped ia Americana (30 Vols.; New York: Americana Corporation,
1964), XVI, 189-190.

5

eventually lengthening the period of time for which stock was issued. 5
Shortly after the turn of the seventeenth century the development
of the corporation in England entered int o a new phase.

Under James I

the so called "flat doctrine" was brought into English law.

This theory,

simi lar to that used in the Catholic Church cen turi es before, enve loped
the idea that corporations are fictious l egal persons distinct from

their office r s and members and created by the fiat of the state.

This

doctrine enabled th e Crown to extend control t o all corporations, inclu ding boro ughs, guilds, and trading companies.

It also permitted the

Crown to grant monopolies and privileges to corporations organized by
court favorites.

It soon became accepted legal doctrine that a corpor -

ation was a "franchis e" or a grant of special privilege.

The privilege

not on ly permitted a number of associates to carry on an enterpris e in
a common name, have a common seal, and appear in courts in the corporate
capacity , but usually inc luded a monopo ly of some sort, such as the
right to run a ferry or mill, or the exclusive privilege of trading in
a particular area subject on ly to the rivalry of companies granted simi-

lar monopoly rights by othe r countries.

6

As was noted above in the case of overseas trad e, the corporation

became nec essary because the objects pursued by individuals were beyond
their reach.

The amounts of capital needed were too great, the risk too

high, and the duration of the ent e rpris e too l ong to make it possible
for the individual to establish such an e nterprise by himself.

The

joint-stock form of organization was shown to be successful in overcoming

5Berle and Means, lac. cit.
6 Ibid., p. 415.

6
these barriers, as demonstrated by the Dutch and British East India
Companies.

Consequently, when the colonists began making plans to mi-

grate from England to the New World it was natural that they should
select this form of organization to accomplish their purpose.

The joint -

stock company had, by that time, been in existence for nearly two centuries, and had attained a definite status in the social constitution of

England.

7

Corporations in the American Colonies

It should not be surprising that the corporation, an outgrowth of
the joint-stock company, has played a prominent role in the American
nation since its inception.

It was a corporation tO which Sir Walter

Raleigh, in 1587, en trusted the colonization of Virginia. 8

A private

corporation was set up under the name of "The Treasurer and Company of

Adventures and Planters of the City of London for the First Colony in
Virginia" authorizing the voyage of the Mayflower.

It was this joint-

stock enterprise that was responsible for the settlement at Plymouth
in 1620.

The Hudson's Bay Company, also chartered in this early period

(1670), is still functioning today. 9
As settlements and plantations grew int o developing communities,
the need for group endeavors arose among the colonists.

Rever ting to

7
The first joint-stock corporation was chartered in 1955. W. R.
Scott, The Constitution and Financ e of English, Scottish and Irish Joint
Stock Companies to 1720 (Cambridge, Eng., 1910-12), 37, cited in Joseph
S. Davis, Essays in the Earlier History of American Corporations (2
Vo l s.; Cambridge, Massachusetts: Harvard University Pr ess , 1917), I, 4.
8Joseph S. Davis, Essays, I, 4.
9Hornstein, loc. cit.

their knowledge of th e co rp or ate institutions used in England, the co l onists naturally reproduced a simi lar form of or gani zat i on .

The earlies t

type of corporati o ns to emerge in America were the public corporat ions--

towns, boroughs, and cities.

Befor e the end of the colonial period a

substantial number of private cor porations had been es tabli shed for
ecc l esiastica l, educational, c haritabl e, and even business purposes.

10

Experience with these ear l y co rporati ons led t o th e deve l opment of
gener al char ac teristics applicable to all companies seeking corporate
charters .

The term corporation had come to be associated with a group

of individual s authorized by law t o ac t as a unit, though the term was
also ex t end ed t o include the corporation so l e (as well as corporation

aggr egate), in which the corp ora ti on consisted of an individual and hi';
successors.

It was thought of as being a "fictitious person," i ntangibl e,

but r ea l, and existing in pe rpe tuity.

requir ed as evidence of its act s.
of it s own pr ope rty as it saw fi t .

It had a common seal which was

It had the right to hold and dispose
Usually this pr operty was no t liable

fo r obliga tions of the members, nor we r e th e latter ' s pr opert y liable
for corpo rat e ob lig ati ons.

11

These were the common characteristics of

corporations no matter what the ir purpose of ex istenc e.
pec uliar to a particular

giving evidence of the

co~p o ration . were

bo~y's

Other features

outlined in its charter, thus

right to enjoy these powers and privileges.

English law at this time laid great stress upon the proper legal
foundation for corporate rights.

Sin ce the colonies were part of the

Engli sh r e alm these principles o f l aw applied to them as well.

10
11

J oseph S . Davis, loc . cit.
Ibid . , p. 5.

Therefore

8

the earliest colonial corporations possessed charters granted directly
by the Crown.

These were issued under the same process and cond ition s

as charters given to corporations in the British Isl es. 12

As soon as

colonial governments had reached a somewhat sophistica ted stage in their

development mos t of the ear l y American corporation s were c hart ered by
colonial proprietors, governors, and assemblies.

Thes e rights of incorporation possessed by the colonial authorities were nevertheless delegated to them by the Crown.

The sovereign

grants outlining practices to be fo ll owed by colonial authorities were
seldom expl ici t and practically never compr ehensive in terms. 13

The

power and authority assigned were inferred from more or l ess general

grants or relationships.

Most of the proprietary patents contained an

authorization, in somewhat definite terms, to incorporate municipa l-

ities.

The charters of Maryland (1632), Carolina (1629), New York

(1634), and Pennsylvania (1681), contained clauses similar to that of
Maine which was given

power to e rect, rayse, a nd builte, from time to tyme, in the
province t e rritory, and coasts aforesaide, . . . soe many
forts, fortresses, platforms, castells, cities, townes, and

viladges , and all fortificacons whatsoever, and the same and
every of them to fortifie . . . And to the said citties,
boroughs, and townes, to graunt Letters of Charters of incor-

poration, with all the liberties and things belonging to the

12

Charles De ane, "The Forms in Issuing Letters Patent by the Crown
of England," in Massac hus etts Historical Society Proceedings , 1st Se ri es ,

XI, 166-74 (1869), taken from lbid., p. 7.
l3

A. M. Davis, "C or po ration s in the Days of th e Colony," in Colonial

Socie ty of Massachusetts Publications, I, 185-90 (1895), taken from
ibid., p. 8 .

9

same . .

14

The Carolina grants of 1663 and 1665 were somewhat more explicit:
. . . and to the said c iti es, boroughs, towns, villages, or

any other place or places within the said prov inc e, to grant
"letters of charters of incorporation," with all liberties,
franchise , and priviledges r equisi t e and useful, or to do

within any corporations, within this our kingdom of England,
grant ed or belonging.l5
The power of incorporation conferred upon gover nors of royal coloni es
was even less definite.

Since the royal governor was an agent of th e

sovereign, he felt that specif i c authorization to establish colonial
institutions of this kind was unnecessary.

It was his prerogative to

administer the affa ir s within his jurisdict ion as he saw fit, provided he
did not grossly exceed the limitation placed upon him by hi s initial
instructions from the Crown.

It was a general practice among th e gov -

ernors to freely exercise thi s power.
In the charter colonies the governor possessed no independent powers.
Generally the incorporating agency was "Gove rnor and Company, 11 which

acted simply by the regular passage of an act.

These colonies--Massachu-

setts until 1864, Connecticut , and Rhode Island--were themselves corpora tions existing by virtue of Crown charter s.

Their powers of legislation

were based upon their right and power as corporations to pass by-laws

for better government.

It was an estab lished princi pl e of British law

that "one corporation cannot make another corpora tion . "

In presuming

to charter without proper individual authorization these colonies were

l4Haz ard, State Papers, I, 448, taken from Jo sephS. Dav is, Essays,
I, pp. 8-9. The writer has chosen not to make frequent us e of /Sic7. ·
to indicate exact quotation of contemporary spelling, phrasing,-and punctuat ion.

l5North Carolina Colonial Records, I, 30, III, taken from JosephS .
Davis, Essays, I, pp. 8-9 .

10
acting in direct violation of this principle.

Therefor e at the peril

of having their charters r evoked they we re very cautious in the matter
o f incorporation. 16
Privat e cor porations in th e colonies coul d be distinguished from
public corporations by t heir measure of private support and contro1. 17
Thes e cor porat i ons can be further classifie d into groups of e cclesiasti-

cal, educa ti ona l, charitable, and business corporations.

We are here

primarily concerned with the latter.
The business corporation was probably the least impor tant of these
corporations as they dev e l oped in the col onies.

A general prejudice

among the co lonists he ld the ir numbers t o somewhe re be tween fifteen and
eighteen prior to 1789 .

18

The New London Soc i e ty Un it ed for Trade and

Commerce in Connecticut (1732-1733) was probably the first American
business corporation.

19

The second corporation, also estab lished in

Connecticut, was created t o accumulate e nough cap ital to build and main-

tain a wharf at New Haven.

This company under the name of "The Union

Wharf Company of New Haven" was g iven a charter from the colonia l

assembly on May 22, 1760.

20

It experienced periods of activity and

16Ibid., pp . 15-20.
7
1 For th e purpose of this work we shall avoid a detailed account
and descript ion of all American corporations incorporated in England
and also of public corporati on s with American charters . We shall pay
particulac altention t o the deve lopment o f private business corporations.

18

Be rl e and Means,

~· p . 416.

1 9J ose ph S . Davis, Es says, I, p. 87.
20
connecticut Colonial Records 400-40 1 ; Thomas R. Trowbridge,
"Hi story of Long Wharf in New Haven," in New Haven Colony Historica l
Soci e ty Pap e rs (New Haven, 1865), I, 83-103, taken from J ose phS . Davis,
Essays, I, p. 88.

11
discour agement and eventua lly di sso lv e d, l eav ing no r ecord of ever having
returned di vide nd s to its owner.
A s imilar company, "The Pro priet ors of Boston Peir," or "The Long

Wharf in the Town of Boston in New England," was chartered by the
Massachusetts General Court in 1772. 21

I ts history bef or e and after

incorp o rati on was not greatly di ffe rent from that of the New Haven
Company.
The busin ess corporation with co l onial charter whic h was of the
grea t est significanc e was a mutual insurance company , formed in 1752 .

It was inc orporat ed by the Pennsylvania Assembly Fe bruary 20, 1768,
as "The Phil adelphia Contributionship for the Insuring of Houses from
Loss by Fire." 22

This company pr os per ed, and until the year 1786 was

wi thout a rival in Phi ladelphia .

It is the only colonial business cor-

pora tion that has continuall y ex i s ted t o the present day . 23
Of particular interest in thi s study of early Utah is the only other
t ype of bu sine ss corporation a ppar ently common in the co loni es ; name ly,

companies for supplying wa t e r .
As ear ly as 16 52 th e Massachusetts General Court voted that
certain specified i nhabitant s of Conduit Street, Bos t on, ''shall
be a cor poration, and incorporat e d int o one body or company,"
t o prov ide wa t er for daily us e in th e ir famili es and t o secure
the ir properties from danger by fire. The propri e tors were to
elect annually two of th e ir number to be "Wardens or masters

21Massachus e tts Provincial Acts, V, 200-202, 262-263; Mas sachusetts
Centine l, March 18 , 1789, taken fr om ibid.
22 Pennsy l vania Statutes at Large, VII, 178-181; Pennsylvania Colonial
Reco rds, IX , 566 . Confirmed by the king in council , March 6, 1769,
taken from JosephS. Davis, Ess ays, I, p . 88.
23
Baldwin, Business Corporations, 265, 267; Sharf and We stcott,
History of Philadelphia, III, 2114-2115; and Ess ay IV, chap . 5, taken
fr om J ose ph S. Davis, Essays , I, p . 89.

12
of th e said water works for the ensuing year;" and these wardens
were virtually managers of the whole business on behalf of the
company. Other proprietors of lands on the same street or elsewhere were to be permitted to enter the corpo rati on, with the consent of the wardens and company, and on condition of paying their
reasonable share of the expense.24
Because it lacked a corporate name, this corporation is not cons ider ed
as one of the earliest corporations in America .

A number of water com-

panies similar to this were also chartered in Rhode Island.
Contemporary with and even preceding the corporations referred to
above were a large number of unincorporated associations and partnerships, soc i eties , groups of "undertakers, " and "companies" formed for
various business purposes.

These were sometimes ref erred to as corpora-

tions but even with these the number of business corporations in the
colonies was smal l.
ies."

Many of these were forma ll y designated as "compan-

Several received special privileges from the respective assemblies,

but they were legally considered to be partnerships or tenancies in
common.

Corporate privileges for business purposes were so uncommon

in the colonies that if it were not for a small amount of definite and

reliable data their actual existe nce would have to be questioned. 25
Colonial

c~rporations,

particu larl y private corporations, increased

more rapidly in number during the la st two decades before the Revolution.
Before 1745 on ly two colleges had rec eived chart e rs of incorporat i on;
between 1745 and 1776 seven charters were granted.

Before 1745 there

we r e probably five or six churches charte r ed in New York and two in New
Jersey.

24
25

In the next three decades at least fifteen more were chartered

Ibid.
Ibid., p. 91.

13
in each co lony.

All but one or two of the business corp orations were

char ter ed after 1760. 26

This growth of corporations in the closing of

the colonial era was prophetic of the increased use of the co rporate
organization following the Revolutionary War.
Corporate Development in Early America

The Revolutionary War slowed and temporarily stopped the development of the American corporation.

The political insecurity and disrup-

tion in eco nomic activities discouraged prospective investors from
risking their money in speculative ventures.

During this war period of

decreased interest in investment, the foundation was laid fo r more rapid

progress when peace and ind epe ndence eventually came.

The intense

democratic spirit that had fomented th e War and permeated the new nation
following the War, resulted in free r incorporation of ecclesiatical and
non-business corporations.

This opened the way for increased use of the

corporation for private purposes.

The new American found himself with a

desire to experiment with novel ideas and a vigorous spirit of enterprise.

The Revolution left the l ega l system in the colonies in a state of
uncertainty.

The solutions to new problems which arose could no t be

based on pure legal principles because many is s ues were unpreced ented,
and in many cases the true s ubstance of the law was not known .

Lawyers

were limited in lending int er pretation to the law s ince th ey lacked a

thorough knowledge of it .

Juries called in to decide the issues at hand

cont inu ed to follow the easier, more dangerous cour se of allowing the

26 Ibid., p. 107.
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impression of their minds to constitute the basis for making decisions.

It would take time for precedents to be establishe d and schools for legal
education to be set up.

However, the body of common law had been left intact in the American
states, thus perpetuating the idea that a corpor ati on was a franchise,

granted now by the sovereignty of the state instead of by the Crown.
The process of chartering the corporation was substantially the same
except now the organiz e r de alt only with a legislature or a legislative
committee .

27

During the colonial period both public and legal opinion in America
had supported the English view that a corporation charter was a contract
that could only be revoked or changed with the consent of both the grant ee
and the grantor .

At the close of the RevolutionaryWar the colonial

governments that had depended upon Crown charters for thei r powers found
themselves free from the political control of England .

With these poli-

tical ties broken there was no imperative motive for continuing to
regard a charter as an inviolable contract.

The new economic motives

in America encour aged a more liberal po licy toward charters.

The Ameri-

can conce pt of the corp oration rapidly diverged from what had been the
colonial and what was stil l the English view of such organization.

State

legislatur es not only granted corporate privileges, but displayed a
favorable attitude toward corpora tions.

They granted specific rather

than general corporate powers to particular groups of individuals,

for carrying out either public or privat e objects.

27

Berle and

Means,~.,

pp. 416-17.

This was done

15
at fi rst by special l eg islative acts and later by general statutes . 28
Limitations of capital and real es tate were libe ral, and usually en larged upon r eques t. 29
The New England colonies became more promine nt in the fie ld of corporate deve l o pment than e ither the southern or middl e colonie s.
attributed t o a gre ater ne e d for corp o ra te privil eges.

society had a larg e mer chant class.

This is

New England

In contrast with the agricu ltural

class of the middl e and southe rn co l onies, New England merchants constituted a type of economic unit demanding an increase in the us e o f the

business corporation.

Unlike plant ers of the So~th who were required to

inves t so much capital in agricultural projects, New England me rchants
were ab l e to inves t in new indust rial and manufacturing ent erpr is es.

Because of a more conc entrat ed population in New England a greater
demand was created for water supplies and transportation facilities.

With this greater popul at i on, toll-bridges, turnpikes, and aqueduc.t
companies could be made to pay without making an enterprise so large
that it was d ifficult to manage . 30
As manufacturing and industry came into prominence these industries
became the greatest sourc e of industrial capital.
reinvested their r e turns in business.

Earl y ent erprisers

In some instanc e s the incorpor-

ators of a business would pledge th emse lv es to r einvest so much of their

28
victor S . Clark, Hist ory o f Manufactures in the United States.
(2 Vols.; New York: McGraw-H ill, 1929), I, 265.
29
30

Joseph S. Davis, Essays, II, 326.
Ibid . , pp. 296 -97.
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profits for a designated period of years following the company 's inception.

It was through this method that small companies evolved into

large enterprises.
Thi s increas e s use of the corporation in connection with business
ente rpris e created a need and a foundation for the introduction of cor-

porate law in the United States .

At thi s time there were practically

no general statutes governing corporations.

Corporations seldom appeared

in court, thus giving r i se t o no important decisions upon which to

establish !egal·. precedent.

American lawyers relied on English precedents,

many of which related to corporat ions that were not for business purposes.31

The h i storian of the law of business cor porations before 1800

points out that not even a beginning was made in America, before the

nineteenth century, in building up the great body of corporate law.32
The main body of corporate law began to emerge during the early
years of the nineteenth century.

Early charters were granted substan-

tial l y in the form submitted by the applicants. 33

These charters ser ved

during this period of formation as models for drafts of bills, through
which, as well as by legislative amendment, changes in charter form and
corporate laws were introduced.

From thi s period emerged several pr o-

minent characteristics of the corporation that are still in existence

today.

It is of interest to us here to list these characteristics and

review briefl y how each became part of corporate law .

31

Ibid., pp. 309-10.

3Zsamue l Williston, in Harvard Law Review, II, esp. 165-66 (Novembe r,
1888) taken from ibid., p . 309.
33

Jos eph S. Davis, Essays, II, p. 316 .
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(1)

Typical powe r s.

At this point in corporate development some

powe rs of the corporati on had beco me commonp lace and wer e usually spec i-

fied i n the chart er.

These we r e (a) the right of perpetual success i on,

(b) power to sue and be sued in the corporate name, (c) the right to
hold property, (d) to have a common seal, ( e ) to make and lat er ame nd bylaws, and (f) to appoint officers and agents.
mention of particular powe r s was di spensed

wit~

In many cas es , h owever ,
by the us e of such clauses

as "all privileges and f ranchi ses incident to a corporation," or "d o ing

a ll and every othe r act, matter and thing which a corporat ion or body
politic may lawfully do. »

34

We find these same powers embod i e d in the

c hart ers of early Utah and in charters even today.
(2)

Limited liability.

So l ong as a corporation r ece ived its powers

fro m the state , there was a basi s fo r believing that the state maintained
unlimited control and even that the corpor a tion was in some sense an
agency of the s tat e itself .

Limited liability, howe ve r, was not necess -

ari l y a privilege granted by the sta t e since it could be obtained by
the agreement of each creditor of th e corporati on that he would look
only to the cor porat e assets and not to th e individual prope rt y of the
associates or s tockholders.35
In 1809, Chief Justice Pa rs ons of the Massachusetts General Court
settled the question of how much liability e ach stockholder must be
r espons i bl e for by stating that, "Privat e pr ope rty of the individual
members cannot be taken in execu ti on t o sa tisfy judgment against the

34

Ibid., pp. 316-17.

3 5 Be rle a nd Means, op. cit., p . 417.
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co rporation."

36

This decision clear l y defined th e concept of limited

liabi lit y making the individual free r from the acts and obligations of
the corporation.

This trend toward limited liability was a special impetus to the
manufacturing type of co rp oration.

In this area pers onal responsibility

f o r corporate debt had actually be come broader and heavier.

With the

merchants hostile toward industry in the ear ly 1800's investors cou ld
s ee the great advantage of limitations in hazardous ventures.

As in-

dustry expanded, fears were raised in the l eg islatur es that the continuation of the full liability conc ept would drive business and capital t o
other states.

This pressure eventually brought legislation granting

stockholders freedom of accountability. 37
(3)

Re lati onship to the state .

The increase in the number of cor -

porations and the areas into which they exerted influence caused new

problems to develop.

In order to correct these problems the original

status of the corporation was altered which created a new pattern of
autonomy that had not existe d in the beginning.
precedence over private rights.

38

Public function took

This could be pointed out in Mass-

achusetts where the Commonwealth considered itself t o be the master of
its creatures.

The government prescribed th e conditions of the charter

and outlined the duties upon which the grant was issued .

This grant was ,

in a sense , exchanged by the government for services rendered to the

36Cited in Oscar and Mary Flug Handlin, Commonwealth: Massachusetts,
1774-1861 (New York & London: New York University Pr ess , 1947), p. 156.
37 Ibid., p . 161.
3Sibid., p. 162.
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public.

The government al one cou ld t erminate the exis t ence of a corpor-

ation or relieve it of its obliga tions. 39
Anothe r ques ti on of cor porate and stat e re lati on r ev~~ved ar ound
the i de a of whe ther or not a co~pora t e chart er constitut ed a contract .

Iu the Da rtmouth College Case (1819) it was he ld that a chart er was a
con tr act n ot su,bject t o amendment by the s t ate leg i slatur e. 40

This

decision r epre sented a substan tial triumph for thos,e cor poratio n s

strugg ling for free dom from gove rnme nt contro l .
As th~ cor poration developed a di stinction arose be tween private

a nd public corporations.

At first the exac t distinction was not clear.

Judge Parker of Massachuse tt s tried t o explain this distinction upon the
bas is of motivation.

He felt companies were private wh en th ey were

opera t ed for individual emo lume nt or advantage.

Common fields were

pub lic because they were pr omotive of general .convenienc e, and operat e d

e qually upon all c iti zens whose propert y was improved by them.

This

distinction was discarded whe n it was pointed out that common f i e lds and
wharves wer e a ls o formed for the profit of the organizers. 41

In the

Dartmouth College Case opinion the distincti on was bas ed upon the kind
of right s i nvo l ve d.

Private corporations were those vested with private

proper t y; public we r e those c harged only with government or administration.42

39
4

rbid.

°F or a s t atement of this position, see citation s in i bid., p. 163 .

41
42

Ibid., p . 168.
rbid .
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Eventually the corporation was viewed in still

a different

light .

As these older ideas were discredited, the real distinction came into

view.

The corporation stood forth primarily as a profit-making institu-

tion, a business vehicle serving the interests of investors rather than

a public agency utilizing private capital.
of profit-making capital stock.

It was marked by the creation

Those that became known as business

corporations based their ventures upon, or required as part of the
charter, the accumulation of goods as an investment from which profits

would ultimately be earned.
The property element soon transformed the legal conception of the
corporation.

The idea eventually developed that the corporation con-

stituted more of a trust fund than an association.

Chancellor Kent

pronounced th e di st inction of corporate personality when he stated:
"Corporateness is not merely th e capacity for acting as a body that could
hold franchise, it is itself a franchise, granted, like other privileges,
in return for services to the public. " 43
(4)

Period of exis t ence .

The duration of the corporation was sub-

ject to the discretion of the sta t e and co uld be terminated in the absence of a stated time limit.
solve its elf.

A corporation could not voluntarily dis-

A c hart e r referred t o as perpetual was only capable of

indefinite durati on; not irrevocable.

Incorporation was, like any other

legislative act, subject to repea l or amendment by th e enacting body. 44

43

Cf. Berle, Law of Corporation Finance, p. 11, cited in Handlin,

p. 171.

44

Handlin, op. cit. p. 165.
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As corporations s pre ad into various ar ea s, s tat es sought to make
their atmosphe r e mor e attractive to corporations by se curing the statu s

of property of new compani es.

Co rporations soon asked to have specifi ed

a def init e numbe r of year s within which to make co ll ec tions to insure

the promise of r e turn on investments. 4 5

During this pe riod many argued

that the absence of a prov ision stating the period of ex istence f or a

company implied an a ss uranc e of a perpe tual life.

This argument was

concluded when it was dec lared in the Dartmouth Coll ege Case (1819) and
in the Charl es Rive r Case (1829) that in the absence of specific mention
of duration, corporate li fe was e t e rna1 .

46

From thi s time the corporate

charters began to contain a provision stating the intended period of
ex istenc e and out lined s pecifica lly any modifications to this provision.

(5)

Eminent domain.

With th e increas ed demands for roads, water

systems, and o ther public proj ec ts the need arose for arrangements to

provide a me thod of taking ove r or us ing privat e property.

The concept

of eminent domain was i ntr oduced into grants of powe rs t o corporation s.
·~~

Highway companies were usua lly granted ample powe r of eminent domain.
Aqueduct companies, howeve r, were se ldom give n thi s power where vo lun-

tary agreement with l andowners was usually demand ed.

Water companies

were usually given authorization to use s tr eets for laying pip es, sometimes sub j ect to the consent of th e town and in accord wi th r es triction s
in the inter est of community conveni enc e.

In the cas e of highway com-

panies th ese powers of t en ex tended beyond enabling the taking of lands
neede d f or the highway i t self, to enabling it to ent e r upon lands t o make

45
46

Ibid., p . 164.
Ibid., p. 165.
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surveys and take materials necessary for its st ructur e.

47

The use of

these powers some times caused friction between companies and property
owners, but did become a part of corporate character istics at the time.

(6)

Limited subscription.

The changeover from unlimited assess-

ment by the corporations to the use of capital stock shares brought
a n oth er problem to corporat e administration.

The earliest charters

cont ained no limitation on the right to subscribe for shares of s tock.
Quite early, however, because of certain great rushes to subscribe , a

clause was frequently inserted limiting subscriptions by any one person
for a certain time.

This was done t o prevent the accumulation of to o

much capital stock by a few individuals.

This was not too effective

in many cases because individualswould purchase stock under fictitious
names.

This problem introduced int o the corporate charter provisions

for limitations on total capital subscription and upon amounts of capital
permitted to individual investors.

(7)

Miscellaneous provisions .

Other provisions were commonly

inserted depending on the nature and purpose of the corporation.

Some

outline d the method of ca lling meetings, procedures regarding regular and
special meetings, and set up stipulations for advertisement in newspape r s
at a specified time in advance.
charters.

Voting rights were ou t lined in most

In some cases charters even listed qualifications for direc-

tor s and how they were to be e lect ed .

47

Joseph S. Davis, Essays, II, p. 319.
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General Incorporation Laws

To incorporate a company during this early period it was necessary

to seek a franchise granted by the state legislature.

The legislature

was required to consider each application and pass a special statute

giving the desired power to the corporation.

In the period before 1800

only a small amount of the legislature's time was needed for this type
of l eg islation.

As manufacturing enterprises multiplied more time was

demande d in this area.

For instance, Massachusetts alone during the

period sho rtly after the Revolutionary War inc orporated about ninety
companies for making cotton and woolen goods. 48
Beginning with New York in 1811, the states began to substitute
genera l incorporation laws for sp e cial statutes.

The laws permitted

organizers of corporations to write out their own charter in accordance
with statutory r equirements and to file this with an officer of the state,

usually the secretar y of the state. 49

Inc orporation usually followed

aut omaticall y upon the filing o f an app l ication.

Where special privi-

l eges were . still necessary, recours e would have to be made t o the l egis -

lature .

By 1850 this type of general law was common and by 1875 they

provided the usual method of incorporation.
Corporate Law Among the Mormon People
While great strides were being made in the fields of industrial
expansi on and technological development, changes too were taking plac e

48
49

victor S . Clark, op. cit., p. 266.
Berle and

Means,~.,

p. 417 .
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in the religi ous and socia l institutions of America .

Churches during

the first hal f of the nine teenth century were experiencing a r enewed
popularity as members and non-members alike we re caught up in a frenzied
spirit of religious r eform and revival .

Ministers and enthusiastic con-

verts of every denomination went about preaching ferv ently their concept
of the Gosp e l .
It was during this era of increased religious zeal that The Church
of Jesus Christ of Latt e r-day Saints, commonly referr ed to as the Mormon
Church, was organized on April 6, 1830, by Joseph Smith near Palmyra,
New York.

50

As new converts came into the church they were immediat e ly

sent out as missionaries to proclaim the "Res tored Gospel 11 to others

that they too might accept its truths.

Many of thes e convert missionar -

ies, imbued with the spirit of their new found faith, felt compelled to
r e turn to the localiti es, from which they had migrated t o New York, to
declare the new Gospel t o their relatives and friends.

Consequently,

the ear ly missionary activities centered round the states of New York,

Ohio, the New England States, and some areas of southern Canada.

51

This is of particular interes t because of the many converts to the church

from these areas that became prominent in the government of early Utah.

5
°For a further discussion of the history of The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Sa ints, see B. H. Roberts, A Comprehensive History
of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, Century I (6 Vols.;
Salt Lake City: Deseret News Press, 1930); Leonard J. Arrington, Great
Basin Kingdom: An Economic History of the Latter-day Saints , 1830~
(Cambridge, Massachusetts: Harvard University Press, 1958); and Joseph
Fielding Smith, Essentials in Church History (17th ed . ; Salt Lake City:
Deseret News Pr ess, 1922) .
51
s. George Ellsworth, "A History of Mormon Missions in the United
States and Canada, 1830-1860" (Unpublished Ph . D. diss erta tion, Universi t y
of California, 1951), p. 92.
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The devel o pment of laws, customs, and social and economic institutions

in early Utah was strongly influenced by these "Yankees."

Thus, it seems

appropriate to introduce the persons whose influence was particularly

notable .
Brigham Young, who later led the Mormon people westward into Utah
and served as the Governor of the State of Deseret and of the Territory

of Utah, became a convert to The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints on April 14, 1832, in the State of New York.

Brigham was born

in Vermont in 1801 to parents who were staunch s upporters of freedom and
"the American way of life."

At the age of sixteen he started his own

business as a carpenter and cabinet -make r .

A few years late~ he moved to

New York where he became acquainted with the Mormon religion. 52
Heber C. Kimball, counselor t o Brigham Young in th e presidency of
the Mormon Church in early Utah and Chief Justice of the Supreme Court
of the State of Deseret, was also a native of Vermont.

Franklin County on June 14, 1801.
stock of New England .

He was born in

His parents were of the typical Puritan

At the age of eleven Heber moved with the family

to Ontario County, New York, where he was later baptized into the Mormon

Church in 1832. 53
Willard Richards, Secretary of the State of Deseret, was born June
24, 1804, at Hopkinton, Middlesex County, Massachusetts.

He reportedly

was in Boston in 1835 practicing medicine and shortly thereafter was
baptized into the church on December 3, 1836 . 54

5 2Andrew Jenson, Latter-day Saint Biographical Encyclop edia (4 Vols.;
Salt Lake Ci t y: Desere t News Press, 1901), I, 8.
53Ibid., pp. 34-37.
54 Ibid., p. 222.
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Other prominent government officials in early Utah came from areas
near thos e just mentioned.

Newel K. Whitney, Treasurer and Associate

Justice to the Supreme Court of the State of Deseret, came from the same

county in Vermont as Brigham Young. 5 5

Daniel H. Wells, Attorney General

of the State of Deseret, was born in Trenton, Oneida County, New York,

on Octob e r 17, 1814.

56

Alb e rt Carrington, who headed the committee that

formed the constitution for the Stat e of Desere t, was born January 8,

1813, in Royalt on, Wind sor County, Vermont.
College from which he graduated in 1833.

He later studied at Dartmout h

He then taught school and

s tudi ed law in Pennsylvania.57
These men who became the policy setting leaders in early Utah were
unquestionably familiar with the corporation laws of the states in which
they had grown up .

Aware of events about them, and interested students

of the Constitution and law, they brought with them to th e Mormon Church
and to Utah a knowledge of precedents set in the older states.
The early laws and institutions estab lished in Utah refl ec t the
tendency of the leaders to rely upon precedents with which they were
familiar to provide the basis for their government.

These men carried

with them from the eastern states the r eservoir of knowledge from which
they dr ew ideas for solving problems in Utah .

In relation to corporate

law it is evident that provisions of the ear l y acts of incorporation

in the State of Deseret and the Territory of Utah contained characteris tics of the corporation which had been developed in the East.

55 Ibid., p. 222.
56 Ibid., p. 62.
57 Ibid ., p. 57.
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of Jesus Christ of Latt e r-day Saints itself was incorporated in New
York at t he time of i t s organization. 58

Because of persecution the

church was forced t o move to Ohio, then to Missouri, enjoyed a brief
period of "peace and f r eedom from persecution" in Nauvoo , Illinois, but
was once again forced t o leave and move on to the West .

Whil e at Nauvoo the Mormon Church prospered and increased in membershi p through the effort s of its missionar y system.

Nauvoo became th e

largest city in Il linois at that time and was granted a liberal charter
by th e State of Ill ino i s.

Thi s charter of in corporati on became a mode l

for l a t er charters and acts.

"An Act to incorporate the City of Nauvoo ,"

was signed by Governor Thomas Carlin December 16, 1840, and became operative on the firs t Monday of Febr uary , 1841.

59

Part of th e Springfield,

Illinois c hart er was inco rp orate d int o the Nauvoo charter by direct
refer ence , and obvi ous ly it was emp l oye d as a general pattern. 60
It was s hown earlier in this c hapt er how the community-cooperative
type of publ ic corpora ti on evolve d i nt o a business t ype of organi za ti on

set up fo r pecuniary gain.

As the Mormons began to develop their own

institutions, there was a defin it e r eve rsion to the public cooperative
organi zation.

The teachings of t he Mormon Church emphasized the doctrine

of unit ed e f fo rt a nd coo pe r ation, so that the body of corporation law
as spelled out in special l egis lative acts in early Utah was large l y
concerne d with the establishment of public or cooperative corporations

for the economic benefit of the Mormon community.

These s pec ial acts

58Therald N. J ens en, "Mormon Theory of Church and State" (Unpublished
Ph. D. Di ssertat i on, Univers it y of Chicago, 1938), p. 58.
59Laws of the State of Illino i s, 1841, pp. 52-59, tak en f rom ibid. p. 59.
60 s ee ibid., p . 61.
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begin similar to that of the Nauvoo Charter, "An Act to inc orporate

the .

" and contain wi thin their sections an elabo ration of the char -

acteri stics peculiar to the corpo rations discussed earlier in the chapter.

In the years between 1847 and 1850, there was not a great need for
legisl ative acts to incorporate companies.

grew, more corporate bodies were formed .

As populati on and industry

After the establishme nt of the

Te rrit orial government September 9, 1850, the Legislative Assembly adopted
the procedure of incorporating companies by specia l act. 61
Dur ing the 1860's the number of companies seeking incorporation
increas ed considerably, causing t he Legislative Assembly t o pass
general laws providing for the incorporation of companies by the County
Court in each county .

The first general act of this natur e was passed

in 1864, and provided for the incorporat i on of telegraph compan ies .
Other general acts were passed in the intervening years culminat ing with
the act relating to incorporation of mining, manufac turing, commerc ial

and other industrial companies on Februar y 18, 1870.

Fr om this time

until statehood was achieved, companies were incorporate d through the

Clerk of the County Court and the Secretary o f the Territory.
The r e were 23 companies incorpora t ed during the peri o d from th e

establishment of the territory until the passage of th e general acts.
Six of th ese were canal companie s, nine were road companies, six wer e
church-sponsored business corporatio ns, and two were companies from
outside Utah St!ek.ing incorporation in the t e rritory.

61
Dale Morgan, "The State of Deseret," Utah Historical Quarterly,
VIII (194 0), pp . 223 - 225.
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In the following chapters we shall discuss the hist ory of the companies in the aforementioned categories and their significance in Utah
Te rritory.
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CHAPTER II
IRRIGATION COMPANIES INCORPORATED IN
UTAH TERRITORY, 1850 TO 1867
Beginnings of Irrigation in Utah

The sc i e nce of irrigation existed in th e Utah r eg i on ma ny centuries

before the coming of the Mormon peop l e.

The first irrigat ion projects

wer e undertaken by a pre hi stori c group of American Indians who settled
i n the four co rners area where today the s tat es of Utah, Arizona, New
Mexico, and Colorado sh are a common boundary.

This group, since r efe rre d

to as the Anasazi culture, ha s been trac ed back to the first century
A. D.

Over a period of several centuri es the Anasazi cultur e deve l oped

i nt o a r e latively civilized society.

The tribe construc t ed pueblos in

whi ch t o live and build i ngs for the s torage of foods.

Agricultural

crops such as corn, s quas h , and beans grew in wel l cultivated garde ns

near the tribal v illage.
t o th e cr ops.

Irrigation dit ches wer e built t o carry water

By the year 500 A. D. many of th e Anasazi chara cte ri s ti cs

had s pread to other desert tribes and become part of th e larger Fr emond
culture which spread throughout th e Utah r eg ion. 1
By th e year 1300 A. D. many of th e characteristics of the Fremont
culture had vanished as th e tribes composing the culture moved fa rth er
south.

The rema ining small tribes co ntinue d to use some irrigati on but

1
Elmer R. Smith, J esse D. J ennings , and Charles E. Dibble , Indians
of Utah: Past and Present (Salt La ke City: University of Utah Extens i on Div isi on, Home Study Department, 1959), pp . 10- 13.
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the practic e degenerated.

When th e Mountain Men and, lat e r, the Mormons

came to Utah, r emnants of this a rt wer e stil l existe nt among the Indian

tribes.
"Modern" irrigation in Utah began on July 23, 1847.

On this day

fiv e Mormons were assigned t o loc a t e suitable land in the Salt Lake
Valley which could be used for c ultivation.

By mid-day a plot of gr ound

had been se lected and staked off for potatoes .
set to work.

Plows were immediat e l y

Others were sent to build a dam across a creek (City Creek)

so that wat er might be forced out onto th e dry land.

The dam was not

finished that day , however , and th e plows found it hard to penetrate the
baked earth.

Seve ral were broken during the afternoon. 2

Early settlers of Utah were among the first to try irrigation in
the Unit ed States.

They were no t only unique in this resp ec t, but

exhibit ed the importanc e of or ganizati on and public control in the divers i an and us e o f rivers.

Under the direction of the ir l eaders the Mormons adapted their
se ttlements and instituti ons to c onfo rm with the conditions in which they

found themselves.

Bec au se of the semi-arid nature of the ir habitat, the

i rrigation canal became the ba.s is of their agricultural and industrial
dev e lopment.

Moreover, the concept of cooperation now found new meaning

as the Mormons, with few capital resources, fo und it beyond the power of
single individuals to conve rt the mountain streams into irrigational

systems.

Only through the labor of many individuals, working toge ther

under organization and discipline , could the necessary canals be built

2Dale L. Morgan, The Great Salt Lake (Indianapolis, Indiana:
Bobbs-Merri ll, 1947), p . 198.
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and wate r distributed to each pl ot .

Small farms were c hos en, not because

the people were l ess gr eedy fo r land than in ot her new countries, but
becaus e it was evide nt that the ex t ent of the water supply was the measure

of producti on . 3
Th e practic e of irrigation was new to the pioneer farmers and present ed many probl ems .

The questions of how much water should be us ed

and h ow of t en t o i rr igate were among the most immediate.

As water was

plen ti f ul in some of the new canals, most o f the men used t oo much water
and it t ook several years of experi enc e to train tHem to use only the
amount that was nec essar y to produce a good crop.

4

During the first few years, when the corporation was brought into
the structuring of canal companies, the settlers worked coope ratively
tog e ther to build what canals they needed on a community basis.

Each

fa rme r would contribute lab or and materials as the canal was be ing con-

structed; this entitled him t o a shar e of the water from th e cana l when
it was com pl e ted .

As the process of building canals dev e loped and more

demand was placed upon the wa t e r supply, a new e ra emerged in the method

of ge tting canals built.
To insure an equitable and conservative distribution of this scarce
r eso ur ce, companies had to be organi zed to administer the water.

Of all

the compani es organized in the early territorial period, irrigation com-

panies were probably the most impo rtant bec ause of the value of the
r e source with which they were concerned.

Under the direction of a canal

3Elwood Mead, Irrigation Instituti ons {New York:
Company, 1903), pp. 42-43.

Macmillan

4Kate B. Carter, Heart Throbs of th e West (12 Vols.; Salt Lake City:
Daughters of th e Utah Pioneers, 1939-1951), I, p. 226.
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company the canyon waters were diverted into canals, then into ditches,

and ultimat e ly spread upon the parched land.

Following is a brief his-

tory of the irrigation companies incorporated in Utah Territory during
the period from 1850 to 1867.

Provo Canal and Irrigation Company

The first irrigation company to be organized in the territory was

the Provo Canal and Irrigation Company, with a capital stock of $200,000
in shar es of $200 each.
on J anuary 17, 1853.

The act to incorporate this company was approved

The Mormons who had settled along the foot of the

Wasatch Mountains in Utah Valley grouped tog ethe r to form this corpora tion for the purpose of diverting water from the Provo River through
canals to their farm plots.

Orson Hyde, George A. Smith, and George W.

Armstrong, none of whom were citizens of Utah County, were t he principal
organizers of the corporation .

Under the terms of the charter th e com-

pany was given the right to take out one -half of the waters of the Provo
River near the mouth of the canyon of the north side of the river.

The

water was then to be co nducted in a canal along the bench north of Provo
(above the present citie s of Orem and Pleasant Grove) along the most
feasible route in orde r to irrigate the land.

Any portion over one-ha lf

of the water in the river could also be taken out by the company, provided that the excess water taken would not retard, hinde r, or obstruct
the mills, machinery, or irrigation of the lands below which at the time

were in opera ti on or under cultivation or there after wou ld be .

The

waters taken by the company could be used for irrigation, to run mills
and machinery of all kinds, for navigation, and any o ther lawful purpose.

The right was also given for the company to sell, lease, or dispose
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of the water for the purpo ses just mentioned on any terms or conditions

they saw fit.

5

The Provo Canal and Irrigation Company which was authorized to se ll
water or pmver, was the first conunercial ent e rprise incorporat ed in the

territory after its creation.

6

(Th e Church of Jesus Christ of Latt e r-

day Saints had been pr eviously inc orporated in 1851, but, of course,
was essentially a non-prof it organization).

However, many other canals

and ditche s had already been built by this time in the Provo area as
in the t er rit ory.

For example:

There were so many irrigation ditche s in Provo in the e arly
days tha t the maintenance of good roadways was a difficult matter,
and owners of lots on the east side of main street, now Fifth West,
were notified, "To make their water ditch on the e ast side of
said st re et, as they would not be allowed to take water across
Main s treet to irrigate their gardens. ~·7

These canals and ditches may have been a menace to the city and
its traffic , but they furnished the water without which the city could
not be deve loped and beautified.

One observer, speaking of Provo, put

it this way:
Their carefully cultivated farms and gardens spoke well for
them . . . the nume rous channels cut from the mountain and down through
th e streets of the t own, /Were7 for supplying a plentiful, conveni ent and healthful supply ;f p~re water to every house.8

5Territory of Utah, Leg islative Assembly, Acts, Resolutions , and
Memorials (Great Salt Lake City, 2nd Se ssion, 1852-53), pp. 18- 20. On
microfilm in the Utah State University Library. (Hereaft er r eferred to
as Acts, Resolutions and Me morials).
6
George Thomas, "The Deve lopme nt of Institutions Under Irrigation,"
in Utah : A Centennial History, ed. Wain Sutt on (3 Vols.; New York : Lewis
Historical Publishing Company Incorporated, 1949), I, p. 74.

7J . Marinus J ens en, History of Provo , Utah (Provo, Utah:
Author, 1924), p. 85.

By the
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As population continued to increase in Utah Valley more irrigation
compani e s were formed even though some of them were not officially incor-

porated .

Apparently the name of the Provo Canal and Irrigation Company

was changed to the Provo Bench Irrigation Company.

In the summer of 1866,

the Provo Bench Irrigation Company and the North Union Irrigation Company united and proposed that in the forthcoming fall and winter they
would enlarge and complete the canal from the Provo River .

This would

furnish labor and good farm land for such as desired to locate in the
vicinity.

The Provo Company had levied an assessment of $150 per acre

on the land to be benefited, payable in September of that year, and jobs
were immediately let out on the cana1. 9

Great Salt Lake City Water
Works Association

By 185 3, Great Salt Lake City had become a city of considerable
size with an estimat ed population of 6,000 people and several small
industries.

10

On January 21, 1853, an act was approved by the Ter rit or -

ial Legislature incorporating the Great Salt Lake City Water Works Association, with a capital stock divided into shares of $100 each.

These were

to be subscribed and paid for at the time, and in the proportions
prescribed by the by-laws of the company.

The principal incorporators

of the company were Brigham Young, Heber C. Kimball, Ezra T. Benson,
J e dediah M Grant, Jesse C. Little, and Phin e as W. Cook.

The association

9
Journal History of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints (h ereafter referred to as JH), August 29, 1866, MSS, Church Historian's Office, Salt Lake City.
10
Andrew Jenson, Church Chronology (Salt Lake City, 1886), p. 45.
Salt Lake City was referr ed to as Great Salt Lake City until 1867.
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was given the power and authority to supply Great Salt Lake City and its
citizens with water.

To accomplish this task the company construc t ed

pipe lines and ditches through the streets and alleys of the city to
the differe nt lots, mills, factories, and public places. 11
The city was divided into different water districts which were
usually determined by the creek which served them.

Each water district

was governed by a group of proprieto r s who appointed a watermaster and
set up the by-laws.

The watermaster appointed by this group was given

general supervision over the ditch.

He had the authority to call on

users along the canal to help with the necessary repair work and contro lled the use of water by each person on the cana1. 12
Getting the manpower and money necessary to build or repair a

ditch was sometimes quite difficult.

On one occasion the watermas ter

of the Big Canyon Creek Water Sect levied a tax of two day's labor upon
each owner of a five-acre lot and one day 1 s labor upon the one-acre

lot owners that used water from the canal.

If the person failed to

report for the repair detail, he was charged $2 for eac h day missed.
If this was not enough to encourage the us er to perform his duties,

then the water was withheld from him. 13
As Great Salt Lake City continued to grow, improvements were made
in the water distribution sys t ems and institutions .

The unique water

system of the city made an impression upon Sir Richard Burton, an English

11
Acts, Reso lutions, and Memo rials, . . . (Great Salt Lake City,
1852-1853) .
12oeseret News (Salt Lake City), March 19, 1853.
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travel er who visited the city in 1860:
. . . every mer idi onal stree t is trave rsed on both si des by a
stream of limpid wa t er, ve rdure-fringe d, and gurgling with a murmur

which wou ld make a Pers ian Moo lah l ong f or impr oper drinks. The
supplies are brough t in raised and hollowed wa t er courses f r om
City Creek , Red Butt es, and o ther Kanyons, l y ing north and east
of th e se ttlement . . . c i t izens can now draw with scanty trouble
their drinking wat e r in the morning, when it is pur es t, from the

cl ear and s parkling s treams that flow ove r the pe bbl y beds befor e
thei r door s.

The ~ u rplus is res erved for th e purp ose o f irriga-

tion . . . and what i s not wanted swe ll s th e City Creek and eve ntually
th e wa t ers of Jordan.l4
At this time th e water for the ci t y wa s controlled by a chief wat ermast e r or comm i ss ioner who wa s assisted by a watermaster in ea ch ward

(an ecc l esiastica l divi sion of the city), and by a de put y in e ach block.
At the corner of each ward there was a wate r ga t e which controll ed the
suppl y of wa t er t o the severa l blocks.

Eac h lot of 1~ ac r es was all owed

to use th e water for about thr e e hour s irr iga ti on during the wee k.

For

re pairs and other expens es a property tax of one mill per dol lar was
raised and t he t ot al amount co ll ected by this method in 1860 was
$1,163.25. 15

Co ttonwood Canal Company

The limit ed suppl y of wa t er in the Sa lt Lake Valle y r equired that
the settl ers use eve r y availabl e drop that could be wres t ed from the
canyon watersheds .

As the se ttl ement grew, water had to be brought from

canyons f urther fr om the city than had been necess ary before.

Big and

Little Cottonwood canyons eme rg ed from the Wasa tch Mountains 20 miles

14

Richard F. Bur t on, The City of th e Saint s and Across th e Rocky

Mountains to Ca lifornia (London:

1861), p . 266 .
15Ibid .

Longman , Green, Longman, and Roberts,
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s outh and east of the city and contained very substantial streams.

As

early as 1852, Brigham Young made mention that work was progressing
rapidly on the Cottonwood Canal and that it would probably soon be completed.16

No distincti on was made as to which canyon--Big or Little

Cottonwood--was the one from which the canal was being constructed.

It

is logical to assume, however, that it was from Big Cottonwood Canyon,
since it was the one near e st the s e ttlement and also since, in January

of 1853, the Te rritorial Legislature appropriat ed money to be used on
completing the Big Cottonwood Cana1.

17

Two years later on January 15, 1855, a company was officially incorporated as the Cottonwood Canal Company for the purp ose of digging
a cana l from Big Cottonwood Canyon into Great Salt Lake City.

Under

this act, Brigham Young, Isaac Chase, Feramorz Little, and their associ-

ates and successors were granted a strip of land one mile wide on the

east and a half mile wide on the west side of the canal throughout its
entire length.

They were required to build bridges along the canal at

convenient intervals as a part of their duties out lined by the legisla-

ture.

The company was also given the right of perpetual succession for

a period of fifty years. 18
Not only was the canal constructed for culinary and irrigational
purposes, but it was to serve an additional function as a navigation canal.

16
Message given by Brigham Young in Great Salt Lake City, Decembe r
15, 1852, taken from "Governor ' s Message" (her eafte r r efer red to as
"Governor's Message") a typescript compilation of messages given by
succ e ssive governors in possession of the Utah Historical Society, Salt

Lake City.
17Acts, Resolutions, and Memorials . . . (Great Salt Lake City, 1852-53) .
lBrbid.
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As a part of the public works system of th e settlement, granite blocks
were haul ed from Big Cottonwood Canyon to build up th e city, and provide material for the construction of the Salt Lake Temp l e.

Hauling

the blocks with teams of oxen was a slow and cumbersome method of trans-

portation.

Mormon l eaders--at least Brigham Young -- felt that the blocks

could be easily floated along the canal on barges.

He also f e lt that

with the const ructi on of the canal and its abundant supply of water the
valuable land s along the canal could be br ought into cultivation and
more water could be used in the city to propel machin e ry and mills. 19
Plans were made to have the canal in readiness for boating rock

by June of 1856.

To expedite the construction it was proposed that con-

tracts be let out for labor, payable in land along the canal or in
credit on tithing.

It was presumed that those anx iou s to pay their

tithing, or secure a pleasant home or a valuable farm near the city would

contribute the labor needed for the construction.2°
By mid-summer of 1855 the progress on public works was interrupted
because enough feed could not be found to supply the teams.

It was felt

that littl e time would be lost in the stone business, however, since the
laborers were transferred to work on the Cottonwood Canal.

Brigham Young

stated that had the canal been finished at this time and its waters used
for irrigation, as it was contempla t ed, there would have been enough

grain and vegetables saved in that season alone to pay the expense of the
canal ' s construction.

19

The ground was particularly dry during these

nese ret News, February 1, 1855.

2~~-
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summer months and the labor ers had tro ubl e digging the parched earth .
They did what work they coul d on the embankments, deep c ut s, a nd dam s,
l eaving the principal digging until the fa ll and winter rains came to
soften the earth. 21
By September 30, 1855, contracts had been l et out for the construc ti on of the most difficult parts of the cana1.

22

During the fa ll and

wint er much was accomplished toward the completion of the cana l .

In

June of the next year, in a tabernacle se rmon, Br i gham Young cornplimen-

ted the brethren of the church fo r th e ir progress on the canal and outlined f urther hi s plans fo r more ex t ensive irri ga tion sys tems.

The

embankments formed by the Big Cottonwood Canal across the mouths of the
canyons near the c i ty were to serve as dams, creating a reservoir in

each canyon for the storage of wate r t o be u sed in time of drought.
President Young he ld out as the ultimate objective that none of the
fresh mountain water reached the Great Salt Lake unt il eve r y drop had
been ext ract e d :

Shall we sto p making canal s , when the one n ow in progress
is finishe d ? No, for as soon as tha t is compl e t ed from Bi g
Cottonwood to this c ity we expect to make a canal on th e west

side of J or dan , and take its waters along the eas t bas e of the
west mountains, as there is more farming land on th e west side of

tha t river than on the east .

When that work is accomplished we

s hal l continue our exertions until Pr ovo river runs into t his
city . . . Even then we do not in tend t o cease our i mpr ovements,

for we expec t that part of the Weber will be br ought to the Hot
Springs . . . Then we contemplate that Bear Rive r will be taken
out at the gates to i rrigate a ri ch and ex tensive region on its

left bank, and also upon th e o ther s ide to meet the waters of the
Malad.23

21
22

JH, J u l y 30, 1855.
JH, Sept ember 30, 185 5.

23 JH, June 8, 1856 .
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The canal was still not f inished by the end of the summer of
1856.

On April l, 1857, Wilford Woodruff ment i on ed in a letter t o

George A. Smith that he felt the Cottonwood Canal would be f inished
by Apri l conference of that year. 24
The canal eventually proved to be impractical as a navigation canal
and was abandoned in this r es pect, but was used for irrigation and o the r
purposes .

Da vis County Canal Company

In ou tlining his plan for making the rivers and streams water all
the land between the mountains and th e Great Salt Lake, Brigham was no t
merely making hopeful predictions.

On January 12, 1856, six months

before hi s address explaining this exte nsive sys t em to the church membe rs,

a company was inc orporated by the legislatur e under the name of the Davis
County Canal Company.

The stated pur pose was to con st ru ct a canal from

the mouth of Webe r Canyon along the most feas ibl e and us e ful r out e t o
any point between the canyon and Great Salt Lake City.

Brigham Young

hims e lf, al ong with Wi lliam Smith, Lot Smith, Th omas Knighton, and James
Leithead were the principal incorporat or s.2 5
In place of pr escr i bing any set amount of c apital stock , the c om -

pany was given the right to construct tow paths along the canal which
could be us ed for pulling barges.

Th ey wer e give n th e right to collect

toll al ong the canal which would he lp pay the cos ts of construction.

24
25
1856) .

JH, April l , 1857 .
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The canal was to carry one- ha lf of th e water of th e Weber Rive r and was
to be used for the irrigation of farms, for mi lls, and for o ther purposes that might arise.

26

To fac ilit ate it s constru c ti on, tithing

cre dit and valu able land along the canal were offered t o labor e rs who
would contract to do the con s tructi on work.

In February of 1857, Wilford Woodruff mentioned that the inhabitants of Davis County had commence d work on the cana1. 27

In a r e port t o

the Legislative Assembly in 1865, it was r eport ed that construction on
the Davis County Canal was still in progr ess . 28

It is r easonable to

assume that at that time part of the canal was being used, and that the
c anal was eventually completed as far as necess ar y t o irrigate the land
in Dav i s County under it s jurisdiction.

J o rdan Irrigation Company

By the early 1860 ' s Great Salt Lake City had expanded to th e point
that farms were being developed on both sides of the J ordan River.

On

January 17, 1862, the Jordan Irrigation Company was incorporated for th e
purpos e of bu ilding a dam or dams across the J ordan so tha t the water
in the river could be taken out on bo th sides for irrigation.

It was

initiall y planned to build the dam at a point about half a mile above
the bridge ove r the river

on North Templ e Stre e t.

Canal systems were

built t o carr y the water throughout the c i ~y and county.

The capital

stock of th e company was $50, 000, made up of 2,000 shar es o f $25

26 Thid .
27JH, Feb ruary 4, 1857.
28JH, February 15, 1865.
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ea c h . 29
At th e first meeting of the company , held about a wee k after its
inc orp oration, Wilford Woodru ff was e l e cted president, Robe rt L.
Campb e ll, secretary, and Geor ge A. Smith, treasurer. 30

Other prominent

men that we re principal incorporators were Biigham Young, Dani e l H.
We lls, and Je sse W. Fox.

Th e latte r was an outstanding figure in the

fi e ld o f irrigation surve ying .
Committe es were s e t up t o s tudy the lands to be brought under
irrigati o n, present plans f or po ssible systems to be employed, and e stimate the ir cost.

Little more is mentioned about the company's progress

until November 2, 1864, when the following notice appeared in the ~
News :
The Jordan Irrigation Company have completed the survey for
their contemplated canal, and we are informed that the work of
excavation commences this wee k. To those who have been in doubt
in reference to the imme diat e prosecution of the work, we ar e

author i zed to state that enough has already been subscribed for
carrying on the work to the compl e tion of the canal.
During t he winte r and s pring of 1864-1865 progress was made on the
canal and a considerable amount of land br o ught under irrigation.

In a

r e port made to the Comm i tt ee on Irrigation of the Territorial Legislature
on Fe bruary 15, 1865, is an e stimate of the cost of canals in progress
in Great Salt Lake County .

Included is an estimate of $200,000 for a

canal in the South West Jordan area and $60,000 for a canal in West
Jordan . 31

29
1862) .
30

Acts, Re solutions, and Memorials . . . (Great Salt Lake City, 1861-

neser e t News, January 29, 1862 .

31JH, Fe bruary 15, 1865.
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Officers of this company were apparently paid in land.

On December

23, 1865, Wilford Woodruff met with the Jordan Irrigation Company , who
voted to give him 20 acres of land anywhere in the survey free of charge ,
and also a city l o t .

George A. Smith was g i ven 100 acres . 32

By May of 1866, a considerable amount of land was being cultivated
on the west side of Lhe Jordan River whic h cou ld be watered ou t of the

Wes t Jordan Canal.

On the east branch of the canal a dam or l evy , one

mil e in length, was being con st ructed which would allow th e Jordan Irr igation Company t o wat er a large tract of land adjacent t o the city.33
On May 24, 1866, the Deseret News r eported th e r es ults of an inspection tour made of the company ' s progre ss by its offi cers.

They included

Goorg e A. Smith, president; George R. Wallace, superintendent; Bishop
N. Davis, director; and Jesse W. Fox, surveyor general.

It was observed

that quite a number of farming c laims had been made on the west side of
the J ordan River.

Some of them were neatly fence d in with l umber

fencing, and a large quantity of crops had been planted which were
growing well.

The water had not yet been turned into the canal but was

t o be turned in within that week.

lack of water.

None of the c r o ps were suffe ring from

A canal had also been dug--8 feet wide, 2 feet dee p, and

1\ miles long--from the reservoir west of Brighton t o irrigate a larg e
tract of land.

The larg e prairie surfac e thm$ brought under cultivation

was expected to provide sus t enance f o r an eve r-increasing popu lati on .

The company's reservoir wo uld cover some land, but with the building

of l ev i es it co uld be compressed into a 60 acre area .

32JH, December 23, 1865 .
33J H, May 21, 1866.

An add itional
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advantage gained in connection with the construction of th ese canals

and reservoirs was that range stock and travelers that during the dr y
season had to come from the West mountains to the Jordan for water could
now obtain it without much travel.

In February of 1868, six years after the company's incorporation,
a glance back over its accomplishments reveal ed that Lhe costs had been

far greater than the r eturns .

The tract of land in the Jordan Irriga-

tion District, consisting of abou t 11,000 acr es, had been surveyed into

5, 10, and 20 acre lots and taken up by individuals of the district.
The company by this time had been working within the districts for a
total of ten years and had spent about $15 per acre on the land.

During

this time they had lost a dam and other works becaus e of a flood, which
cost them $20,000.

They managed to succeed in getting less than 500

acres under proper cultivation.

One thing that had be e n learned, however,

was that the land requir ed mor e water than had been anticipated.

In

order to do the job adequately, it was estimated that the canals would
have to be enlarged to four times their capacity. 34
The projects in the Jordan area continued to grow and new districts

were formed to meet new needs.

Late in the year ;f 1877, three new

companies were formed, the North Jordan, the West Jordan, and the South
Jordan.

An assessment fee of $2 per acre was levied upon the users in

eac h district.

Jesse W. Fox and his party of surveyors made more studies

to determine which system would produce the best results.
the area over Jordan would soon become

11

a fruitful field . "

Many felt that
35

34JH, February 17, 1868 .
35JH, January 17, 1878; also Deseret News of same date.
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Deseret Irrigation and Navigation

Canal Company

The summer of 1864 was a dry hot summer in the Salt Lake Valley and
many of the crops failed from lack of water.

Progress on the Jordan Canal

had been slow and great anticipation was arising as to what would be
the fate of the city if more water could not be obtained.

The demands

of the increasing population were pressing heavily upon the limited
supply from the streams.

In August of that year a mass meeting was held

at the Bowery for the purpose of considering the feasibility of bringing
the waters of the Jordan into the city by cutting a canal along the foot
of the mountains on the east side of the valley.

The proposed canal

would be taken out of the river near Point of the Mountain, cut in a

northeasterly direction around the valley to form a junction with the
Big Cottonwood Canal, and in this manner supply the city with water for
irrigation during (he summer season.

Abraham 0. Smoot called the meeting to order and stated its objec tive.

Speeches were made by Wilford Woodruff, A. P. Rockwood, and

Zerubbabel Snow in which they argued the necessity of increasing the
supply of water in the city.

Mr. Rockwood stated that, in his opinion,

the waters of the Jordan could be brought into the city by the proposed
canal for $171,000.

Judge Snow suggested that a tax of $15 per lot

would provide sufficient money to sink artesian wells which could supply
enough water to make up the deficiency.

Brigham Young advocated both

the sinking of wells and the cutting of a canal to carry the waters of
Utah Lake into the city. 36

36

JH, August 17, 1864.

47
Attempts were made to bore art es ian we lls but in no instance was a

dept h of mor e than 400 feet attained, and in every instance boulders and
other obstructions caused the abandonment of this idea.

The only alter-

native was to build the proposed cana1. 37
By November of 1864, after severa l meetings and much deliberation,
preliminary arrangements were made for the formation of a company whose
purpose was the c onstruction of a canal from the Indian Ford, on the

south side of Point of the Mountain near the ou tlet of Utah Lake, around
th e Point into Great Sa lt Lake Valley, to water the lands under cultivation and also "the thousands of acres that wer e wasting on the open

prairie" between the city and Point of the Mountain.

38

This was the

most gigantic project undertaken by the Mormon people in the field of
canal construction.

To accomplish this task the lead ers of the project

planned to ask the Legislative Assembly to grant an act of incorporation
under which a water ass essment could be made upon all of the farms and

town lots in Great Salt Lake County to help finance the construction.
From es timates which had been made of the damage to crops caused by
drought the pr ev ious summer it was postulated that each owner of a lot
in the city had lost from $100 to $500 worth of farm produce.

Conse-

quently the project was pushed with all possible speed.
On January 20, 1865, a General Incorporation Act providing for the
incorporation of irrigation companies was passed by the Legislative

37

JH, Fe bruary 17, 1868.

38
The information in this and the following paragraphs is based
upon an article in JH, Fe bruary 15, 1865, pp. 4-5.

48
As s e mbly.
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This act, which will be discussed in mor e detail lat e r,

r equired that the newly e l ect ed trust ee s o f any company sh ould submit
a r e po rt de t e rmining the amount and quality of the land t o be benefited
by th e propos ed canal and t o e stimate th e cost of the canal including
dams, flume s, locks, wast e -weirs and all appurtenances .

A mass meeting was he ld Fe bruary 4, 1865, at the Tabernacle for
all tho s e living in Great Salt La ke County on the east side of the Jordan
Rive r who were concerne d with the co nstruction of the canal.

Twelve

trust ee s, a secretary, and a tr e asurer were e lected in accordance with

the provisions of the Ge ne ral Act.

At a Board meeting held immediately

following the mass meeting, Brigham Young was elected president.

He

then appointed a committee of thre e , John Taylor, Joseph A. Young, and
John Sharp, to make a report containing the specified estimates .

The

report, made from a survey by J e sse W. Fox, chief engineer, outlined

the pr opos ed project with accompanying estimates.
was to be 32~ miles in length.

The proposed canal

It would commence a little be low the

Indian Ford at the north e nd of Utah Valley:
. • would run thro ugh Willow Creek settlement, crossing Dry
Cre ek above the Te rritorial Road Lnow State StreeiJ; Little
Cottonwood, near Union Fort; Big Cottonwood a little east of Bishop
Brinton's; Mill Creek between the upper and lower County roads;

Kanyon Creek, on the west side of the County road, near the Sugar
House, and thence northerly, through the five-acre lots, thence
through the First, Eleventh, and Twelfth Wards, to its present
terminus; opposite the north east block of the Thirteenth Ward, near
Mr . Camp's house.

The canal was to be 20 feet wide at the bottom and

3~

feet deep.

From the Jordan River to Canyon Creek the canal would have a drop of

39

Acts, Resolutions, and Memorials . . . (Great Salt Lake City, 1864-65).
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20 inches to the mile and from Canyon Creek into the city it wou ld be
on the dead level.
A substantial dam was to be built in the Jordan River to divert
the water into the canal, and a system of gates constructed to regulate

the flow into the canal.

In order to make the canal passable for navi-

gation, ten l ocks varying from 6 to 10 feet in depth of fall were to be
constructed between the entrance and terminus of the canal.

These locks,

which were to be made of timber, would be 14 feet wide and 70 feet l ong.
Waste-weirs would be built a little above the locks to pro t ec t the l ocks
from danger in times of hi gh water by allowing any extra water that might
come down the canal t o ove rfl ow.

To carry the water across Willow Creek, Dry Cr~ek, Littl e and Big
Cottonwood Creeks, Mill Creek, and Big Canyon Creek, six flumes were to
be built which would vary from 40 to 143 feet in length and 3.5 feet in
depth.
Feeders from th e various cr eeks and streams were to supplement the

water supply in the canal .

At intervals along the canal, loos e tempor-

ary gates were to be installed t o dam up and preserve water in the event

that a break occurred in any part of it.

Along the canal a large number

of sluice ways of various dimensions would convey the water from the
canal into the various ditches to be us ed for irrigation.
Two es timates were made as to the cost of the proposed project,

one by J ohn Sharp and the other by Chief Engineer Jesse W. Fox.

From

their estima t es the following report was made and submitted to the
Board of Trustees of the Des e r et Irrigation and Navigation Canal
Company:
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For e xcavating canal and l ocks between the t erminu s

in Great Salt Lake City and Little Co tt onwood Canyon
For
For
For
For
For

the construction o f th e dam, on the Jordan River
mat e r ials and wo rk upon t en locks
t en was t e-weirs
sluice-ways
flumes to cross the afor ementioned creeks

To tal

$ll0 , 000
20 ,000
40,000
10,000
4 ,000
40 000
$403' 000

In accordance with the s econd requirement of th e General Inc orporation Act, Mr. Fox estimated the amount of land (at that time unoccupied) which could be br ought in t o cu ltivat ion when the canal was
comp l eted t o be 3,000 acres.

He estimate d the forthcoming income from

th is land which could be applied to the cost of the cana l at $10 per
acre.

This would make $30,000 tha t could be subtracted from the total

es timate.

An additi onal $7,500 could be sub tracted since the J ordan

Irrigation Company had agre ed to fur ni sh thi s much in labor and materials.
Subtracting these amounts from the initial es timates made , th e actual

cost to the people in the Salt Lake ar ea was est imat ed at $365,500.
In conformance with other provisions of the General Act a r e port

was made estimating the total amount of land t o come under the juris diction of the new comp any.

Engineer Fox s umme d up the es timat e d aver-

ages as follows:
In
In
In
In
In
In
In

city l ots
Five Acre lots

Ten Acre lots
Big and Little Cottonwood
Jordan Bottoms
Willow Cre ek
Unsurveyed Lands

2,000 acres
3,000
6,000
8,560
1,200
1,000
3 000
24,760 acres.

This r eport includes 1700 ci t y lots.
600 Five Acre l ots.
600 Ten Acre lots.
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The Board of Trustees readily accepted the report and set about
making final estimates of tax revenues needed to complete the project.
A tax of $LOO was to be charged for each city lot in Great Salt Lake
City, and $100 for each five-acr e and ten-acre lots in the five-acre
and ten-acre lot surveys.

Some $7.50 per acre would be levied on the Big

and Little Cottonwood surveys, $10 . 00 per acre on the Jordan bottom
surveys, and $15 . 00 per acr e on the Willow Creek surveys.

The committee

fe lt that if 25 percent of this tax could be promptly paid the canal
co uld be completed from the city to Little Cottonwood in that season.
Brigham Young exhorted the citizens to unite ·:behind the Trustees
and endeavor to complete the canal as sodn as possible.

The city had

reached the point where the construction of the canal was abso l utely
necessary for further development of both city and county.

He warned

the people saying, "We will soon be in suqh a condition that the increase

in our population must stop, or we [Will7 be subjected to privations
that would be most inconvenient and disagreeable to bear."

In addition Brigham Young pointed out th e advantages other than
irrigation that would be a boon to the city.

Water transportation wou ld

be available to facilitate the interchange of commodities and products
between Great Salt Lake City and Utah County.

This would be much less

expensive, both in terms of time and teams and wagons spared.

The firs t

l eg of th e canal would provide transportation facilities to bring the
granite blocks to the city that were so badly needed for the construction

of buildings.
During the fall and winter of 1865-66, considerable labor was performed on the cana l .

By January 22, 1865, the excavation between Little

Cott onwood Canyon and the terminus of the canal was nearly finished.

A
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considerabl e portion of the lumber for the locks and flumes had been
assembled.

40

An Act incorporating the Deseret Irrigation and Navigation Canal
Company was approved by the Territorial Legislature on January 18, 1867.
The capital stock was set at $500,000, to be increased if necess ary up
to $1,200,000, in shares of $100 each. 41

Even though the Act passed by

a huge majority in two s uccessive assemblies and much work had already
gone into the construction of the canal, the Act was vetoed by the nonMormon governor, Charles Durkee .

While it "awakens my admiration by its

magnitude and b0ldness, 11 he wrote, "it woul d exclude competition, and

create a possible great and burdensome monopoly. " 42
General Incorporati on Act
for Canal Companies43

By 1865, well over 200 main irrigation cana ls had been constructed
in the Utah Territory.

Many companies beside those which were officially

incorporated had been or ganized .

To facilitate the process by which

canal companies could be incorporated th e Legislative Assembly passed a
general Act to Incorporat e Irrig,a tion Companies on January 20, 1865.
This act made it possible for companies to be incorporat ed through

40JH, January 22, 1866.
4 1Acts, Resolutions, and Memorials . . . (Great Salt Lake City, 1867).
4 2Andrew Love Neff, History of Utah, 1847-1869 (Salt Lake City:
Deseret News Press, 1940), p. 759.
43Acts , Res olutions, and Memorials . . . (Great Salt Lake City, 186465).
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the county cou r t instead of being r equired t o obtain a spec ial act f r om
the Territorial Legislature.
When a majority of the cit i zen s in any county or part thereof could
show that mor e wat er was necessary in their area and pr e s ented a plan
fo r divert ing the water of an uncla i med stream for use in cultivating
the ir agricul tural cro ps , the county court was to organ ize t he county

or section thereof into an i rrigat ion district.

Once the district had

been es tabli s hed the water was to be d i stribu t ed t o its members according to their n eed s.
Onc e th e distri c t had been es tablished its members were to meet in
a mass meeting to e l ec t between three and fifteen trust ees , a sec retary,
and a treasurer to h e ad the n ew company.

Also in this meeting it was

t o be dec ided whether th e taxes necessary for the construc tion of the
canal s hould be l evied on all taxabl e property in the area or just on
the l a nd s to be benefi t ed .
The act r e quired the newly e l ecte d company trustees to (1) locate
t he pr oposed route of the cana l or ditch to be constructed, (2) de t e rmine the quantity of land to be benefited by it, ( 3) estimate the cost
of th e project, including dams , f lumes , locks , waste-weirs, and othe r
appur tenances, (4 ) determine the amount per acre or percentage on tax-

able property which would be necess ary to finance the construction, and
(5) make a report i ncluding these it ems t o the county court.
The county court, aft er six days notic e in each precinct of the

irrigation di strict , was to hold an el ec tion at which the report of the
trust ees was to be mad e public.

The e l ec tor s were then to vote yes or

n o on the following questions:

(1) "Do you mutually agr ee to pay _______

percent prop e rty tax or -------

per acr e land tax, to construct the pro-
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posed ditc h or cana l ? " and (2) "Do you ap prove th e ac ti on of the ma s s
meeting i n t he e l ec tion of officers? "

If two- t hird s of t he votes cast wer e i n t he af f irmative , th e n the
tax would be lev i ed and became l aw i n th e irrigati on di s tr i ct .

Sh ould

l ess than two-third s of t he votes be i n th e affirmative , then all the
pr oceed i n gs tha t had be en unde rta ken unde r the act would be null and
vo id .

Those obj ecting to t he officer s e l e cted at th e mass mee ting were

inst ru cted to wr i te in the names of thos e they would e l e ct .

The persons

having th e most votes wou l d be dec l a r ed e l ec t ed.
Bond s were th en fi l ed by the of fi cer s of the company with th e
Cle rk of th e County Court t o in s ur e the pe rformance of the company's
duties .

The amount of bond s t o be f i l ed was determined by the c ounty

court having jurisdiction .

All companies org ani zed unde r this act were deemed liabl e for any
damages which might be caused by the br eakage of any cana l or ditch.
The Legi s l a t ive As s embl y a l so r eser ved th e right to alt e r or amend the
ac t a t

it s pl eas ure.

Repor t o f the Committ ee on Irrigati on 44
Ea rly in the 14th sess i on (1864-1865) o f the Territorial Legisla tur e the Committ ee on Irriga t ion launched a study to det ermine the e xtens ivene s s o f irrigation s ys t ems in the te rritory and compil e statistics
re l a ting t o th e.m.

Re po rt b l a nks were sent o ut to e ach county r e questing

t he des ired infor mation.

44

J H, Fe bruar y 15, 1865.
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On February 15, 1865, the committee presented the resulting report
to the Assembly.

The report showed that at that time ther e had been

construc~e d at public expense more than 923 miles of irrigating canals,
with an average width of 5 feet 7 inches, and a depth of 2 feet.

These

canals conveyed enough water to irrigate 160,970 acres of land andrepresented an aggregat e cost of $1,580,945.

Beside those already comple-

ted there were extensive works in progress in Salt Lake County with an
estimated cost of $1,010,000; in Davis County an estimated $300,000
worth of projects in progress; and in Utah County an estimated $60,000.
The data gathered from the s urvey was compiled into a chart showing
the number of main canals in each county and pertinent facts about them.

That chart has been reproduced in Appendix A.

From this report the

committee estimated the cost of canals and water ditches constructed
by private enterprise to be about equal to the amount spent on main or

"public" canals.

Conclusion

Irrigation was an imperative practice in the Territory of Utah.
The meas ure of the pioneer farmer's productive capacity was meted out

by the amount of water he could obtain for his crops.

A lack of capital

and the ability of the individual to direct the mountain streams into
canals and ditches required that joint efforts be undertaken to accomplish this task.
Schooled in the doctrine of cooperation and discipline, the Mormon

people worked together to build canal systems.

Bringing together the

concept of cooperation and the characteristics of the corporation, com -

panies were formed to add new administrative power and authority to the

56
irrigation districts.

These compan ies were grant ed power by t he Legis-

lative Assembly to assess taxes, manage the distribution of wa ter, accumu-

late capital stock, and i n many cases given grant s of land and wa t e r t o
be dispos ed of at the discretion of the company to help finance the construction costs of the canal.
Even with the power s and advantages g iv en to th ese companies, they

usually failed in accomplishing their desired goal.

The ir failures

could generally be attributed to the la ck of capital and labor at the
time they were need ed most.

The grea t es t fa ult in the planning of the

canal system, however, was the underestimation of how much water th e

land r ea lly needed.

On severa l occasions large amounts of money were

l ost as dams washed out and c r ops we r e flooded.

The canal s we re never

used for navigational purposes but did furnish water t o prope l mills and
machinery.

Des pite many failures, the canal companies rna~ s ignifi cant contri-

butions to the development of t h e territory.

Without the life-giving

water, Utah's farmers co uld not hav e prov ide d for th e eve r-growing

population.
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CHAPTER II I

ROAD COMPANIES INCORPORATED IN
UTAH TERRITORY, 1850 TO 1867
Introduction
Along with the doctrine of cooperation already referred to in connection with the formation of e conomic, social, and political institutions

in ear l y Utah Territory, two other prominent teachings of the Mormon
Church contributed to the necessary development of the companies discussed in the present chapter.

One was the belief among Mormons that

it was their duty to send missionaries throughout the world to convert

new members to the "Restored Gospel" and gather them back to "Zion. 11

The other was the idea propounded by Brigham Young that the Mormon
sett l ers in Utah should establish an autonomous society with a selfsufficient economy which could stand independent from "Gentil e " influ-

ences and ties.

l

To accomplish these two oqjectives the leaders of

the Mormon Church sought to expand their "kingdom" over the western

part of the United States so that the necessa;r:y resources could be obtained to successfully execute this bold plan and provide sufficient
space for the contemplated increase in population.
Members of the church living near Great Salt Lake City were called
by church authorities to lead trains of settlers into diffe rent areas

1
Leonard J. Arrington, Great Basin Kingdom: An Economic History
of the Latter-day Saints, 1830-1900 (Cambridge, Massachusetts: Harvard
University Press, 1958), pp. 53-54.
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of the West and superv i se the es tablishment of communities where r e sources could be produced wh ich would help t o strengthen the Kingdom.
Se ttlements were es tablished as far south as San Be rnardino, California,
and as far n orth as the Lemhi River in Idaho , and eve n tua lly even in
Canada . 2
Obviously, transportation and communication between different parts
of the kingdom were ve r y important.

As the se ttl ers mov ed into new

va lleys they built roads alon g the same r ou t es whi ch had been traversed
by th e Indians and Mountain Men who pr eceded them.

Similar in magni-

tude to the construct ion of irriga tion canals, r oad building was a

mammoth unde rtaking that r e quir ed th e coo peration and united efforts
of many peopl e.
The earlies t roads built by the different communiti es were roads
used for hauling timber out of th e cany9ns to be used in building
the sett lements .

The amount of timbe r a pe rson was allott ed from a

cer t ain canyon depended upon hi s contribution t oward the construction

of the timbe r r oad into the canyon.

This was usually a community

projec t, so that the timber was shar ed by all.

3

In the early 1850's; however, a policy was intr oduced putting
control ove r public l a nd s in the hands o f the Te rrit orial' Leg islature ,
wh i c h began granting t o individuals and companies the rights pertaining
to a cer tain canyon or canyons.

These rights include d the contro l of

grazing lands and t imber in the canyon and a l so th e right to collect

2Milton R. Hunt e r, Brigham Young the Col oni zer (Salt La ke City:
The Deser e t News Press , 1940), p . 15 .
3
Arrington, Great Basin Kingdom, pp . 53 -54.
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toll on the canyon road.

Public support of this policy is evidenc ed

by the following resolution adopted at the October Conference of the
Mormon Church in 1852:
The motion is, that we the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter day Saints, in the capacity of a General Conference assemb l ed ,
and embracing the whole community in the midst of the mountains,

r ecomme nd and give it as our opinion, that the best method of dis posing of the canyons is to put them in the hands of individual s
to make good road s in them, and obtain their pay by taking toll
from those who use the roads at a gate erected for that purpose
at the mouth of each canyon. 4
It was not long, however, before the legislature was swamped with
petitions requesting that they take from private men and companies these
monopoly powers .

It had become the opinion of many people that r oad

companies were entitled t o a just r eturn from tolls on road construction

to reimburse them for their expenditures and labor, but that any profit
taken the r efrom should be used by the public and not by private companies. 5
As the result of such protests, several of the road companies formed
during this early t er ritorial period were given the right to collect
toll only until the construction cost had been recovered.
Big Kanyon Road Company
Several canyon franchises were given to leading authoriti es in th e

Mormon Church .

In the s ummer of 1848, Parley P. Pratt was given a fran -

chise in Big Canyon for the purpose of building a road from Great Salt
Lake City to Wanship.

This road--one of the earliest toll roads built

in the territory- - was finally completed in the summer of 1850.

A

4Journal of Discourses (26 Vols.; Liverpool, 1854-1886), I, 217 - 218.
5
Journal of the Hous e of Representatives (Great Salt Lake City, 1853),
pp. 15-16.
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celebration was held on Ju l y 4th honoring the formal opening of the road .
The first year of operation was f inancially profitable, and the company
received $1,500 from toll co ll ec t ed. 6
Some time after the establishment of the Territorial Legislature
in 1851, an act was pas sed authorizing the Territorial Road Commissioner
to build a road to the farthe rest e nd of Big Canyon .

Under the terms of

the act, which was ·read f rom the pulpit, the Commissioner was instructed

to e r ect a toll gat e along the road for the purpose of collecting
enough funds to remunerate the bui ld~rs c of the road.

This toll was to

be taken until 100 percent of the expenditures had been collected.
The schedu le of rat es to be co llected was set by the legislature as
follows: 7
For every load of wood, timber, coal, rock or lime
drawn by two animals
For eve ry such load drawn by four or more animals

For the Traveling Community
For every wagon or carriage drawn by two animals, each
For every additional pair of animals to suCh wagon
or carriage
Loose animals (except sheep and hogs) each

$0.25
. 37~

1.00
. 50
.10

Used extensiv ely by immigrants coming into the valley from the East,
th e road was popular .

The responsibility of keeping the road in good

condition was lodged with the Territorial Road Commissioner. 8
Increased use of th e road through Big Canyon prompted the Legis lative Assembly to incorporate the Big Kanyon Road Company on January 19,

6Kate B. Carter, Heart Throbs of the West (12 Vols.; Salt Lake City:
Daughters of the Utah Pioneers, 1939-1951), I, p. 194.
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1855.

9

This company was charged with the r e spons ib ility and right of

making a nd maintaining a r oad running from the mouth o f Big Canyon, by
way of Parl ey ' s Park, to Kamas Prairie.

Heb er C. Kimball, Jedediah M.

Grant, and Samu e l Snyder we re th e principal incorporators a nd were granted
power to take t o ll on th e road.

In 1860, this road was designated as

a territoria l r oad and ev e ntually required much attention from the legislatur e becaus e o f the ex tensive use of it.

We ber Canyon Road Cqmpany

The eArliest wagon trains through Utah came
Valley through Weber Canyon .

int o·~he

Balt Lake

This canyon was almost impassable for

wagons becaus e of the precipitous cliffs near its mouth that forced
~

-' the river into a narrow ravine.

Early train s thread e d the;ir wagons

through this narrow gorge by s t eadying them wi th ropes as they were
dri ven into the river bottom and guided over huge boulde r s .

This g.atur al barrier somewhat isolated Weber Valley from some of
the Salt Lake Valley settlements.

On January 19, 185), the l egislature

passed an act giving the arduous task of building a road through this
narrow gor ge to the We ber Canyon Road Company.

Ira N. Spaulding,

Abiah Wardsworth, and Thomas J . Thurstin provided the leadership of the
company.

The road was to be bui lt from the mouth of

W ~ber

Canyon up the

river through Weber City to the point where the emigration road _crossed
the Weber Ri ver, which was presumably at the mouth Df Lost Creek Canyon
in Morgan County.

The company was gr anted _the right to charge toll on

9
Acts, Resolutions, and Memorials . . . (Gr e at Sal t Lake City, 1855).
For several years after s e tt l ement, the word canyon was spe lled "kanyon . 11
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the road, as we ll as the responsibi l ity to keep the road in good repair. 10
Th e act incorporating the company was repealed by the legislature
on January 20, 1860 .

Th e purpose of this action was to place the road

within the jurisdiction of the county, which would then act as agent of
the territory in the collection of all tolls, and in making the necessary
.

repa~r

s.

11

Five years later, on January 20, 1865, a second Weber Canyon Road
Company was incorpora ted by special act of the Legislative Assembly,
for a period of 30 years.

Principal incorporators were William H.

Hoo per, a prominent merchant; Ben Ho lladay, a promine nt freighter; and

Lorin Farr, a Weber County leader.

The company was organiz ed to build

(or rebuild) a wagon road f r om the mouth of Weber Canyon to t he mouth of
Lost Creek Canyon, on the north side of the river.

The toll rat es set

on the r oad were:

lOActs, Reso lutions, and Memorials . . . (Gr eat Salt Lake City, 1855) .
1

~anuscript signed by Daniel H Wells, president; John Taylor,

speaker; and A. Cumming, governor, in th e archiv-es :·· of the Utah State

Historica l Society, Salt Lake City. The fact that th e act incorpora ting the Provo Canyon Road Company was also r e pealed on this day has
given ris e to several con j ectures as to why this action was taken .

Sinc e one of the diff erences between Federal officials and local authorities which l ed to the Utah Expedition of 1857-58 was the "monopoly
power'' granted to the Mormon Church and its l eaders to build roads,
graze lives tock , build factories, and so on, this r e peal of exclusive
charters in 1860 may have been part of a general movement to conform
more closely to practices e l sewher e, and may have been suggested or
recommended by the new governor, Alfred Cumming .

The legislature could

also have been motivated by the hope that by hav i ng all three vital
gateways from the East--Big Canyon Road, Weber Canyon Road, and Provo
Canyon Road- -under direct territorial control, the possibility of receiving assistance from the Federal government would be strengthened in the
event tha t any one of th ese road s could be made available to serve as
the r oute chosen for the hoped-for Federa l road from the East.
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For each vehicle drawn by one or two teams
For each horse or mul e , with rider or being l e d
Loose animals of the cattle or horse type--each
Sheep, goats and swi ne --each

Stipulations placed upon these rates were:

$1.00
.25
. 10
.05

(1) If any person r et urned

a long the road th e same day he was to be given the r eturn tick e t free,
a nd (2) any person who paid $50 t o the toll keeper automatically r e ce iv ed a shar e of stock in the company which gave him the right to one
vote .

Each additional $50 investment gave entitlement to an additional

shar e of stock. 12
One citizen of Weber City in a l e tte r t o the Deseret News expressed
his feelings toward the new road company by saying:
One great drawback her e is that awful gorge between Morgan
City and Davis. It is impossible for three months in the year to
trave l through the Canyon with safety, but our hop es brighten.
Judging from the reports of some of the directors and superintendents of the Weber Canyon Road Company, we will have a highway
that is passable ere long.l3
January 19, 186 6 , the Leg i sla tive Assembly pass ed a r e solution
authorizing the Territor i al Road Commissioner to expend the $1,500
which had been appropriated for he lp on th e r o ad in l ower Weber Canyon
in assisting with the building of a bridge across the Weber River near
Webe r City.

On thi s day the charter of the company was amended by the

l eg islature which set the capital stock of the company at $50,000.

14

It was not long until the We be r Canyon Road Company decided to
e xt e nd th e road along th e Weber Rive r.

A resolution was passed through

the Legislative Assembly January 18, 1867, extending the right of the

12Acts, Resolutions, and Memoria l s . . . (Great Salt Lake City , 1864-65) .
13JH, May 24, 1866.
14Acts, Resolutions, and Memorials . . . (Gre at Salt Lake City, 1865-66).
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company to make a road from the mouth of Lost Creek , to the mouth of
Echo Canyon, in Summit County.
charter were extended.

The origina l powers of the initia l

The company was allowed to erect a tol l gate

on the east end of the road, not l ess than one mile below the mouth
of Echo Canyon and collect toll at the same ra t es provided in the origina! char t er.15

This road was l ater turned ove r t o count y a nd sub-

sequently to state jurisdiction. 16
Provo Canyon Road Company
On the date that t he original Weber Canyon Road Company was chart e r ed in 1855, an act was also passed incorporating the Provo Canyon Road
Company.

Aaron Johnson, Thomas S. Wi l l iams , Evan Gr eene , and William

Wall were th e principal incorporators.

They were g i ven th e exc lusive

right of con structing a "good road" from the mouth of Provo Canyon in
Utah Cou nty, to Kama s Prairie.

Fr om there the road was to continue in

a northeasterly direction on the most feasible r out e until i t int e r-

sected t he main traveled ro ad built from the United States to Salt Lake
City .

The intersection would be near Black ' s For k, in Gree n River

15
A manuscript signe d by George A. Smith, Presid ent of the Council;
J ohn Taylor, Speaker of th e House of Re pres e ntatives; and Charles Durkee,
Governor, in the archives of the Utah State Historica l Socie ty.
l6The coming of th e r ai lroad in 1869 resulted i n the discontinuation of most toll ro ads . As a co nsequenc e many road s in the t e rritory
fell into d is r epair. Ult imately, however, th e counties, and later the
st at e, assumed the respons i bil it y of ma intaining the principal road s
in the territory. I n 1896 , roads were put under the direction of county
board s, which undertook a program for grave ling the r oa ds in e ach county.
A State Road Commission was set up in 1909 to a dmini s t er r oad mainte nance and determine fut ure policies. By 1921 most of the principal roads
in the s tate had been paved . Mi lton Lynn Bennion, "Highway Dev e lopme nt
in Utah" (unpublished Maste r' s Thesi s , University of Utah, 1932) .
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County, Utah Territory.

The company was required to bond itself for

$5,000 before construction coul d commence .

The company was given the

usual powers and responsibi lities which included keeping the r o ad in
good repair. 17
The act incorporating the Pr ovo Canyon Road Company was also repeal ed by the Territorial Legislature January 20, 1860, and th e exc lu s ive con trol of the road was turned over to the County Court of Utah
County as agent of the territory. 18

The Court was assigned the du ty

of establishing the r ates of toll and to kee p the road_ in good repair
from thes e proceeds.

··.,.

A report was to be mad e to the Legislative

Ass embl y during the first week of each sess ion, stating the amount of
r eceipt s which had been taken from toll on the road, how much had be en
spent for repairs, and all o ther pertinent business transactions. 19
The l egis latur e also appropriated the sum of $18,998 t o r e imburse
Brigham Young (presumably r epresenting the Mormon Church) and Feramorz
Littl e for their investment in the co ns tru ctio n of th e road during the
Utah War period.

This was to be paid in six equal annual payments. 20

17
Ac t s , Resolutions, and Memorials . . . (Great Salt Lake City, 1855).
18According to one author ity, thi s was done in order to assist the
Utah Territ orial Delegat e , Will i am H. Ho oper, and Captain James L. Simpson
in the ir efforts to obtain Federal-aid for improvement of a road to enter
Salt Lake Valley by way of Provo Canyon , or Timpanogos Canyon as it was
then known. Ezra C. Knowlt on, "History of Highway Development in Utah,"
t ypes cript in possession of the Utah State Highway Department, Salt Lake
City, chap . 5, p. 13 .
l9A manuscri pt signed by Daniel H. We lls, president ; John Taylor,
speaker; and A. Cumming, governo r, in the a rchives of the Utah State
Historical Soc iety .
20
Ibid. There is some evidence that thi s was partly a make-work
project during the Move South . Se e Leonard J Arrington, "Mormon Financ e
and the Utah War," Utah Histor ical Quarterly, XX (July, 1952 ), 228.
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When these payments were completed, the road was to become the property
of the ter rit ory and all monies received from toll, over and above that
needed for repairs, was t o be paid into the Territorial Treasury every

three months .
Once again, on the same day the second Weber Canyon Road Company
was incorporated, January 20, 1865, the second Provo Canyon Road Company

was also incorporated to e xpand and improve the road in Provo Canyon.

The incorporators of th e company included three men in Wasatch County-JosephS

Murdock, Isaac Decker, and David Van Wagoner, who were at the

northeastern terminus of the road; and two men from Provo City, William

Mill er, and Shadrack Holdaway, who were at the other end of the road .
The stated objective of the new company was the construction of a suit -

able road, at least 20 feet wide, through Provo Canyon from Utah Valley
to Provo Valley.
of $50 each.

The capital stock was set at $50,000 in 1,000 shares

The legislature retained the right to se i ze the toll

gates if the company failed to keep the road in good repair. 21
Once the road had been appr oved by the se lectmen of Wasatc h and
Utah counties the company would be allowed to collect toll on the road
according to the following schedu l e: 22
For
For
For
For

carriage
carriage
carriage
car riage

and
and
and
and

vehicle
vehicle
vehicle
vehicle

with
with
with
with

two animals
four animals
six anima l s
one animal

Each additional pair of animals

$1.00
2.00
2.50
. 75

.50
.25
.05
Every loose animal of the horse or cattle kind- - each .15
For each horse or mule led, rode, or packed
For sheep, goats, and swine --each

21

Acts, Resolutions, and Memorials . . . (Great Salt Lak e City, 1865-66).

22 Ibid .
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This second company apparently failed to accomplish the desired
goal, for two years later, on January 15, 1867, the charter and act
incorporating the 1865 Provo Canyon Road Company was repealed.

A new

company was incorporated for 25 years as the Provo Canyon Road Company,
with a capital stock of $50,000, which could be increased to $1,500,000

if necessary, in shares of $50 each.
Alexander F

The principal incorporators were

McDonald, Warren N. Duesenbury, and Shadrack Holdaway of

Utah County, and William M. Wall and Nymphas Murdock of Wasatch County.
The purpose again was that of building a substantial wagon road between
the two counties via Provo Canyon.

Toll rates to be charged by the

company were slightly higher than fo r its predecessor.
For
For
For
For
For
For
For

each vehicle drawn by two animals

each vehicle drawn by four animals
each vehicle drawn by six animals
each vehicle drawn by one anima l
each additional pair of animals
each animal used for packing
each horseman

For loose cattle, horses, or mules - -each
For loose goats, swine, or sheep--each

$1.50
2.00
2.50
.75
1.00
. 15
.15
.10
.05

Persons hauling timber, or fuel and produce, could only be charged
for one way travel, if it was being hauled from within 30 mil es
of Provo.23
Presumably this company was more successful than its predecessor
in accomplishing its objective.

This road eventually came under county

and state jurisdiction and i s today a well paved highway.
Deseret Express and Road Company

As ear ly as 1852 a resolution was presented before th e Hous e of
Representatives urging members to consider the propriety of incorporating

23Acts, Resolutions, and Memorials . . . (Great Salt Lake City, 1865 - 66).
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a trade company wh i ch would prov ide for the transportation of cattle or
s t ock t o the nearest and bes t c ash marke ts, and bring in r e turn consumer

goods t o the territory . 24
The first enterpris e of a na t ure s imilar to this was the Brigham
Young Expr ess and Carrying Company.
tion of this company wer e :

The factors prompting the forma -

(l) To provide a system of way stations

and supply depots to accommodat e the handcart companies and other over land migrations of Lat te r-day Saints; (2) to estab lish an over land
pass enge r line f or Mormons wh o co uld afford this type of transportation
and also provide income from paying trave l ers enroute to California;

(3) to provide an overland freight line to supply the expand ing Mormon
Kingdom with an increasing supply of merchandise, machinery, tools, and

equipment at reasonabl e rat e s; and (4) to provide a regular and dependable mail service.

25

Plans for an extensive overland express and carrying company were

first outlined in November of 1855.

Little was done immediately with

this compl e te proposal, but on J a nuary 17, 1856, an act was passed by
the Te rritorial Legislature incorporating the Deseret Express and Road
Company.

Numerous men we r e listed as incorporators of this company,

some of whom were Almon W. Babbitt, William H. Hooper, Orson Hyde, and
Parley P. Pratt.

The right to collect toll along the road was given by

the Legislative Assembly.

This company, which was part of an overall

plan, was assigned the responsibility of constructing a road from the

24Journal of the House of Representatives (Great Salt Lake City,
1853), pp. 15-16.
25Arrington, Great Basin ~ingdom, pp . 162-63.
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north or east line of the territory near South Pa ss, on the mos t practi-

cab l e rout e through Grea t Salt Lake City, to int e r sec t the California
road in Carson County on the western boundary of the t erritory. 26

The

legislature memoriali zed Congr ess for $200,000 with whic h to build the
road and ask for th e daily mail contrac t.

The appropriation was not

g iven, so the Mormons fell back upon their own r ~ sour ces to pr ov ide
.
27
mater ials for the overa ll project.
Eventually a mail cont ra ct

vas, given

to the company to cover the

period from December 1, 1856, to ·November 30, · 186o . 28

With this came

the organizati on of the Brigham Young Expr ess Compa~y, and the first
mail was carried east from Salt Lake .City

<!m

February 8, 1857.

The c ompany sought to es t ablis h settlements all along the r oute
from Ind epend e~c e , Missouri to Sa lt Lake City where ~hose trav e ling to
Utah could obtain supplies and mail carriers could s t op ove r.

For this

mammo th unde rtaking, members o~ the church we r e calle d upon t o donate

goods and supplies.

They cont>ributed hor ses; ll}ules, flour, wagons, black-

sm ithing e quipment, and many othe r articl es .
an

11

express

11

mission .

Some ·wer e ca lle d to go on

Those that we re call e d to do thi s were "se t a part"

by the "laying on of hands" and blessed for the mission they .rere to

26Acts, Re solutions, and ' M~orials . . . (Gt~ at Salt Lake City, 185556), manuscript in poss ess ion of Utah Stat e Risuorical Society, Salt
Lake Oity, Utah. Ot~e r incorp9rat ors of the De seret Express and Road
Company we r e J e sse C. Little, Leonard W. Hardy, Otrin P . Rockwe ll,
Franklin Neff, Thomas L. Williams, Joseph L. Heywood, Albert P. Rockwell,
Enoch Rees e , Judson Stoddard, Geo rge D. Gr ant, William H. Kimball, John
L. Fullmer, and William A. Hickman.
27

Arrington, Great Basin Kingdom , pp. 162-63.

28 rbid.

70
undertake. 29
Several settlements were established on the route before the ominous
threat of " invasion" by United States troops led to the abandonment of
the project.

These settlements were situated upon lands the use of

which for this purpose had not been ?pproved by the gover nment nor the
Indians who owned the lands. 30
The Mormons were well on their way to establis hing the necessary
settlements for the company when the government suddenly cancelled the
mail contracts, July 10, 1857 .

On July 23rd news reached Salt Lake

Valley tha t the contracts had been cancelled and government troops
were on their way to the valley to quiet the "Mormon menace."

The

Deseret Express and Road Company and the Brigham Young Express and
Carrying Company were abandoned as the Mormon people prepared for the
Utah War. 31
Uintah Road Company 32
On January 20, 1865, the day on which the Weber and Provo Canyon
companies were incorporated, the Uintah Road Company was created for the
purpose of constructing a wagon road from Utah County to the eas t ern

boundary of the territory.

The road was to pass through Uinta Valley

and connect with the road running westward from Denver through th e

29 rbid., p. 166.
30 rbid . , p . 169.
31
32
66) .

Ibid.
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Colorado Territory at the boundary of the Utah and Colorado territories.
The company was requir ed to build bridges wherever necessary to cross
streams and rivers.

Toll gates were to be e rected along the road no

l es s than 20 miles apart and at every bridg e.

Five percent of the tolls

taken therefrom were to be used for the benefit of common schools.
William H. Hooper, th e merchant; Be n Holladay, the freighter; and W. L.

Ha lsey, th e banker, were the principal incorporators.
to exist for fifteen years.

The company was

The toll to be charged for crossing the

bridges was:
Wagon drawn by two animals
Each additional animal
Vehicles drawn by one animal
Each horse or mul e with rider

$1.00
.25
.50
.10

The toll to be collected on the road was set at:
For wagon or vehicle drawn by one pair of hors es,
mules , or cattle

For each additi onal pair
For each riding horse or mul e
For horses, mules, catt l e or other animals

driven loose--per head

$0.25
.10
.05
. 05

If any section of the road was not kept in good r e pair the travel e rs were to report it to the Justice of the Pe ace in that area.

Upon

verifying the company 's neglect, the Justic e of the Peace was empowered
to seize the toll gate along that sect ion of the road and use the
receipts gained thereby to finance the nec essary r epa irs.

Also the com-

pany was forbidden to charge l oca l citizens who used the road merely to
get from one place to ano ther along the road.

The exact outcome of

this company's ende avors is undetermined, but it is r e asonable to assume

that the road was constructed sinc e no further action was und ertaken by
the l eg islatur e to provide for other companies or appropriations for
this project.

This road today is one of the major paved highways leading
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out of Utah to the East.

Ogden Canyon Road Company
Prior to 1856,

the~e

we r e no se ttl ers in Ogden Val l ey.

The only

acces s to the valley was through a pas s over the mountain from North
Ogden Canyon .

Timber was getting scarc e in the lower canyons near

Og den by this time, so se ttl er s began hunting for new sourc es of supply.
In his diary, Charles F. Middl e t on gives an ac count of his first trip
into th e Ogden Va ll ey:3 3
The first wagon that was taken into the Valley was taken in
by th e hand of man. No mul es or oxen hauled that vehicle. I
st eered th e wagon. The wheels were l ocked and my companions held
on to th e vehic l e with r o pes to pr event it fr om breaking loose
and dashing down the steep incline.
The press ing need for timber in Ogd en force d th e settlers to go
higher into the canyons to get timbe r.

On many occasions during the

Fal l a gang of sturdy pioneers wou ld shoulder their axes, climb into
the low mountains on th e south side of Ogd en Canyon, and then descend
into the gor ge near the present si t e of Hermitage.

Onc e ther e they

would cut th e trees a l ong th e river bank, eac h man putting his mark
upon the logs as they were thrown into the river.

The following spring

when the flood s had washed th e l ogs out upon the valley floor near Ogden,
each man would take his team, search the river bank for his timber, and
haul it off t o Lorin Farr's sawmill nearby.

The logs would th en be

processed at a charge of one-half the lumbe r to pay for the milling. 34

33cited in Carter,~., pp. 197-98 .
34 Ibid .
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The need fo r an easier way of getting to these timber de posits l ed
to th e commencement of construction on a road int o Ogden Canyon.

Lorin

Farr, Isaac Goodale, and o th ers surveyed and staked out th e road in
July of 1857.

The construction of the road was undertaken as a coo pera-

tive project of the interested parties.

Be cause of the Utah War and the

Move South, however, the actual construction dld not begin until Se pt embe r

8, 1858.

Blasting operations coul d no t be carried out, but where it was

necess ar y "cribs" of logs were built f rom the s ides of th e mount a ins

ou t into the river.

These pro j ecting s tructures were th en filled with

r ocks and dirt, making a fair l y good road . 35
Eve ry spring the fl oods wou ld wash away part of th e road in their
fury.

One spring th e floo ds swept away a portion of th e road i t had

t aken years to build.

Thi s por tion was soon rebuilt by the veteran

repairmen who annually were called on to make such r e pair s.

These

workers usually hauled thei r tools and provisions t o the mouth of th e
canyon and from ther e carried them in on their backs to the s pot wher e
t he r e pairs we r e t o be made.

In payme nt for the ir work they wer e given

tickets wh i ch permitted them to take out lumber at $1.00 a ticket. 36
The $60,000 r oad was finally completed and opened t o the public as
a toll r oad on November 15, 1860.

It ran a distance of 7 mil es , from

the mouth of Ogden Canyon to Ogden Valley.

37

35 I b id.
3 6 I bid.
3 7c a rter, £.2..:......£i!., pp . 196-9 7; Edward W. Tu llidge, "Ogden and It s
Re pr esentative Men," Tullidge's Quart erly Magazine, II (July, 1882),
190-91.
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In 1865, the Ogden Canyon Road Company applied to the Legislative
Assembly for papers of incorporation which were approved on January 20,
1865.

At that time the company had accumulated a capital stock amount-

ing to $4,158.

Lorin Farr, I saac N. Goodale, and Apostl e John Taylor

were the largest sotkcholders.
For
For
For
For

The rates of toll to be collected were:

vehicle drawn by two animals
each additional two animals
sheep, goats, and swine--each
loose animals of the horse or cattle
type--each

$1.50
.50
.05
.10

Any person paying the company $25 became an associate shareholder, and
was a llowed one vote for each share of stock he held.

38

On J anuary 19,

1866, the charter of the company was amended increasing the capital
stock to $50,000.

39

The lumber problem was greatly alleviated with the construction of
the road.

A number of sawmills were built at different points along the

road and a great quantity of lumber was taken out each year.

This con-

tributed to the building up of the city. 40
The road between Warm Springs (now called Utah Hot Springs) and
Ogden Canyon was very steep and narrow.
along it where teams could pass.

There were only two places

The story is told of how teamsters, in

order to get their wagons around the blind stretches, would train their
dogs to "back signal."

The dogs would run ahead of the wagon and if

there was a team approaching from the other direction, he ;muld signal

38
Acts, Resolutions, and Memorials . . . (Great Salt Lake City, 186566).
39Ibid.
40Tullidge, loc. cit.

75
the driver to pull out and wait for the other team to pass. 41
Eventually the superintendent of the company, Isaac N. Goodale,
directed the continuation of the road through Huntsville, South Fork
Canyon, Beaver Canyon, Pisse Ant Valley, Blacksmith Fork Canyon, to the
Hardware Ranch, then over the mountain to Bear Lake.

This shortened

the distance between Ogden and Bear Lake by 50 miles. 42
The road continued to be used as a toll road until February 20,
1882, when it was turned over to the county at the rate of 50 cents for
each dollar of cost, and became a public r oad.
macadamized at a cost of $12,000.

In 1896, the road was

It became a paved highway in 1921. 43

Wasatch Wagon Road Company
One company that was organized during this period but never functioned as a corporation was the Wasatch Wagon Road Company.

An act was

read in the Legislative Council on January 9th and lOth, 1866, to incor porate the Wasatch Wagon Road Company, which was passed.

The House of

Re presentatives concurred in accepting all fifteen sec tions of the

charter, but it was never sent to the Governor for his approva1. 44
John Sharp, Hiram B. Clawson, John W. Young, and William S. Godbe
wer e to be the principal incorporators.

The company was to have perpet-

ual succession for a period of 25 years and the capital stock was set

4 1carter, loc. cit.
42Tullidge, loc. cit.
43carter, loc. cit.
4
4"An Act to Incorporate the Wasatch Wagon Road Company." Manuscript in possession of the Utah State Historical Society, Salt Lake
City.
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at $150 ,000 in 1,500 shar es of $100 each .

The purp ose of the company was

to be that of constructing a r oad f r om Great Salt Lak e City , via Big
Canyon and Parley ' s Park, to Wanship in Summit County .

Toll r ights were

a l so sought by th e company. 45
The Terri t oria l Leg islatur e must have dec ided shortly after pass ing
thi s ac t to place this stre tch of road under the supervision of the
Ter ritorial Road Commissioner.

Just eight days lat er, on January 19,

1866, an act was pas sed t o e stabli sh a territ orial r oad over this same
r out e .

Under th is act $6,000 wa s a ppropriat ed which was t o be drawn and

spen t by the Territorial Road Commissioner for the construc ti on of a road
from Great Salt Lake City via Big Canyon Cre ek, over the summit of the
Wasatch range to Parl ey ' s Park and across East Canyon Creek, th enc e over
the summit and down Silver Canyon t o Wanship in Summit County.

The

r e gulations fo r the r oad sta t ed that ic was t o be at l east 20 feet wide
and divided i nto four sect i ons.

46

The Road Commissioner was instructed to make a survey on th e propos e d road and to use the money appropriated t o financ e th e construction
and needed improvements.

He was to see that no more than one toll gate

was er ec ted fo r each of the four se ctions outlined.

The toll set by

the l eg islatur e was:
For v ehi c l e with one or two animals

For each additional t e am
For hor se or mule, l ed or ridden
For each sco re of cattl e , horses , or mul es

For each score of sh ee p

46

66).

$0.25
.15
. 10
. 50
. 25
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Persons hauling fuel or produc e on the r oad from within 60 miles
of Great Salt Lake City we re t o be charged for only one way travel along
the road.

No one could be requir ed to pay toll for mor e than one section

at a time.

The Commissioner was to see that a gatekeeper was always on

duty at th e toll gates from 6:00 a.m. to 9:00 p . m. and from 9:00 p.m. to
6:00a.m .

Any wagonmaster or agent for a company moving along the road

became liable for a fin e of not mor e than $500 and also for any damages
done if he was caught a llowing his company to camp along the road or
obs truct travel in any o ther way.

Money collected from such violations

was to be place d in the territorial treasury to be us ed for upkeep of
the road. 47
This stretch of r oad was evidently very hard to ke e p in good repair .
Gove rnor Charles Durkee in a spe ech to the Leg islativ e Assembly, on Dec emb er 10, 1866, importuned the members to do something about improving
the road.

"Th e road,

11

he sa id,

11

is an extremely difficult one, and, it

is still, for much of the year, almost impassable . "

He pointed out to

them that previ ous measures to curb the probl em had been e ffectiv e and
asked that new appropriations be made or the ex isting law concerning it
r ev is ed .

47
48

48

Ibid.
Deseret News, January 2, 1867 .
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Logan Canyon Road Company
Much of the countr y through which roads had to be con s truct ed in
Utah was mountainous and of s t eep terrain.

One especially difficult

s tr etch of country to get a r oad through wa s between the se ttl ements
in Cache Valley and those on the shores of Bear Lake in Rich l and County.
On January 19, 1866, a company was i ncorporated under the title of the
Logan Canyon Road Company for the purpos e of locating and constructing
a good wagon road from Logan, through the Logan Canyon, to the summit of
the range of mountains dividing Cache and Richland counties.

The company

set its capital stock at $50,000, to be sold in shares of $25 each .

The

principal incorporators were William Hyde, Thomas E. Ricks, William
Budge, George L. Farrell, and Thomas Tarbett. 49

Another group of citizens

from the Bear Lake area were to build a road from Bear Lake to meet
t he Logan Canyon Road at the summit of th e divide . 50
There is no record of much being accomplished on the r oad be tween
1866 and 1870 .

In 1870, r e ports were r eceive d in Salt Lake City stating

that as soon as harvest was over, th e people o f Bear Lake were set to go

to work in earnes t to complete their part of the road.

Als o work on the

Logan Canyon part of the road was be ing undertaken with vigor.

It was

r e port ed that while those from Cache Valley were working in the canyon
th ey discovered a huge natural cave with a stream of water flowing from
its entrance . 5

1

This cave--known today as

th'~

'Logan Cave ·, ·located

49Acts, Re solutions , and Memoria l s . . . (Gr eat Sa lt La ke City, 1865 - 66).
50JH, August 19, 1870.
51 JH, September 7, 1870.
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about 15 miles northeast of Logan--has become quite a tourist attraction

along the Logan Canyon Road.

Now :much improved and expand ed, the road

offers a breathtaking view to travelers at all seasons of the year.

Kaysvill e Wagon and Road Company

Th e last road compnay to be incorporat e d prior to the passag e of

general inc orporation acts, was the Kaysville Wagon and Road Company. 52
Inc orpo rat ed on January 16, 1867, this company was directed t o construct
a new road, not less than 20 feet wide, near the old road which passed
from Kay's Creek on the north, through the settlement of Kaysvill e, to
th e mouth of Haight's Creek south of Kaysville in Davis County.

Christopher

Layt on, Roswell Hyde, and JohnS. Smith formed the body of the corporation
which was to exist for a period of t en years.
For vehicle drawn by one or two animals
Each additional pair
F~ every horse or mule ridden or l ed
For every score of cattle, hors es or mules
For every score of sheep

The toll was set as follows:
$0.25
.25
.10
.10
.25

The ca pital stock of the company was set at $10,000 to be sold in shares
of $50 each .

This road was presumabl y completed, later to be taken over

by county and state administration.

Conclusion

Inc or poration of road companies made it possible for Utah's early

settlers to bring together the r esources necessary to build roads for
transportation and communication between the settlements.

52

These roads

Acts, Resolutions, and Memorials . . . (Great Salt Lake City, 1867).
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also mad e it possibl e for the settlers to obtain timber and othe r
commodities which th ey needed .
Dur ing the 185 0 ' s the r e was very littl e money available in the
territ orial treasury for building r oads, or for any othe r purpose for

that matter.

Throughout the entire decade from 1850 to 1860 l ess than

$5,000 was a ppropriated for roads . 53

Re liance fo r hi ghway financing

during this period was placed on the poll or head tax and upon toll
road and bridge franchises.

The poll tax--also called statute labor--

was a levy upon an individua l, payable in hou rs of labor or a cash payment in lie u thereof.

In 1852, the legislatur e set up a levy of one day

(ten hours) of labor annually fro m eve r y able bodied male over 18 years
of age to build and keep th e roads in good r e pair.
done, a payment of $1.50 was to be given in lieu.

I f the work was not
This act was changed

in 1862, r equiring two days labor per year, or $1.50 in lieu thereof,
for every male between the ages of 16 and 50.5 4
After 1860, the territorial government assumed greater res ponsi-

bility relating to road maint e nance and improvement.

At the beginning

of the 1860-1870 decade the l eg islature empower ed county courts to divide
coun ti es into a convenient number of districts with a supervisor in charge
of each to designate th e county roads nece ssary within or extending

through eac h town or city.

55

The removal of Federal troops in the early

1860 ' s and an abundanc e in crop yields we re also factors in allowing the
legislature and the peopl e to t urn their attention to public improvements.

5 3Knowlton, ~ - , chap . 5, p. 3.
54 Ibid ., chap, 3,

p.

2.

SSBennion, ~., p . 72.
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During th is decade $224,396 was appropriat ed fo r roads, which was 56
pe rc en t of t he total amount ($40 1,407) spent for all pur poses . 56
By far the most generous appropriation during this period was
applied to the Salt Lake City-Wanship Road .
spent on the road dur ing this decade.

Upwards of $50,000 was

In the ye ars of 1866, 1867,

and 1868 alone , the legislature appr opriated between $35,000 and $40,000
fo r the r oad in additi on to that rece i ved in t ol ls . 57
At th e closing of the 1866 session of the Legislativ e Ass embly
its member s wer e l ooking t oward the need for road construction in the

fut ur e.

A memorial was passed asking the United States Congress for an

appropriation t o help with construction of r oads in the Utah Te rritory
a nd o ther t erritor i es.

Sp ec ifi ca ll y th e memorial asked for a grant of

$100 ,000 t o help with the construction of a r oad be tween the Missouri
River and Gr ea t Salt Lake City.

An additiona l $50 ,000 was sought to

finance the const ructio n of a good r oad from Great Salt Lake City t o
Callville, th e head of navigation of the Co l orado River . 58
Our r ev iew of the r oad companies incorpora t e d in the e arl y t e rri-

torial period r ev eals that most of the important segments of Utah's
r oad sys t ems we re encumbe red with to ll franchises, es pec ially at stream

crossing s , and at the important canyon gat eways lead i ng into the Salt
Lake Valley.

These companies were generally g iven th e power to collect

e nough toll upo n the r oads to recover the expenses incurr ed in the ir

56
Knowlt on;

~ . , chap , -5, p.

3.

57Th~.

58
Acts, Resolutions, and Memorials . . . (Gr eat Salt Lake City, 186566) .
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construction .

It will be notic e d from the toll rat es that were set, that the to ll
allowed by the Legislative Assembly was usually determined by the amount
of cost incurr ed by the company in const ructing the road.

If the cost

was high because of difficult physiographic charact erist i cs of the land,
the company was allowed to collect a higher toll.
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CHAPTER IV
CHURCH-ASSOCIATED COMPANIES I NCORPORATED
IN UTAH TERRITORY, 1850 TO 1870
The pervasive influence of the Mormon r e ligion upon institutions

forme d during the territ or ial period pr events us from forming a dichotomy
which completely se parates church and non-church companies.

All corpora -

tions di sc ussed thus far d iffer from those discuss ed below by the degree
in which the church was dir ectly invo l ved in their formation.

The com-

panies discussed her e wer e forme d dir ec tly under church auspices and
received direct financial and organizational backing from the church and
its l eaders hip.
Since much has been writt e n abo ut the ch urch and the ent e rprises

associated with it, we shal l review only bri ef ly the histor y of eac h
of the s e corporations and th e ir influence upon early Utah.
Incor porati on of The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints
To enabl e its e lf t o form an organization capable of accomplishing
the work of disseminating th e "Re stored Gospel" throughout the world
and es tabli sh ing the Kingdom of God, The Church of Jesus Chri st of
Latt er-day Saints was incorporat e d as the "Church of Christ" in 1830 in
the s tate of New York .

1

1Therald N J ens en, "Mormon Theo ry of Church and Stat e " (unpublished
Ph. D. dissertation, Univer si t y of Chi cago, 1938), p. 58.
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The church was later incorporated in the Provisional State of
De seret by an act of the General Assembly of February 8, 1851, shortly
before Utah was given t e rritorial status.

When the territorial govern -

ment was organized later that year, the n ewly e lected assembly considered
and approved the act on October 4, 1851.

With some revision the charter

grant was finally confirmed on January 19, 1855. 2

Through this act the church was given the power "·to establish order,
and regulate worship, and hold and occupy rea l and personal estate,"
as long as the property received "was not incompatible with the principles

of righteousne ss, or the rules of justice."

The prqperty thus acquired

was to be "used, managed, or disposed of for the benefit, improvement,
erection of houses for public worship, and instruction, and the well

being of said Chur ch."

Along with these more material advan t ages, the

church was given the right to worship God according to the dictates of
truth, and to solemnize marriage compatible with the revelations of

Jesus Christ. 3
All rights given were predicat ed upon the premise that none of
the doctrines, principl es, or practices developed should be repugnant

to the Constitution of the United States or the Territory of Utah, and
that all would be founded upon revelations from the Lord. 4

Severa l prac -

tices resulting from doctrines which evo l ved from "revelations " received

by church leaders led t o eventual conflict with the laws passed by the

2

Dale Morgan, "The State of Deseret," Utah Historical Quarterly,

VIII (1940), pp. 223-225 .
3Ibid.
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United States Congress.
The widespread notorie t y of

polygamy ~ocused

1

th e attention of

Easterners upon rend e r ing the Mormon Chur c h impotent through l egis lative contr ols.

In 1862, Congress pa ss ed th e Anti-Big"amy Act which pro-

hibited pol yg amy, di sin corporat ed the church, and pr ohibited it from
owning mor e than $50,000 worth of property ofh e r than tpat used directly
a nd exclus i ve l y for devotional purpos es .5

Even though . this law was

generally considered to be unc onstitutional, the church comp il ed partially with it s demands by tran sferring p~ opert ies held by t he church into
the hands of Brigham Young. 6
Unsucc essful in their attempt to settl e the "Mormon Question" in

1862, Congr es s continued discussing possibl e legislation to accomplish
this end.

In March of 1882, the Edmunds Act was pass ed which was

des igned to put t ee th int o the 1862 law .

This law sought to take away

church powe r by vesting the political machine ry of th e t e rritory in the
hands of Fede ral non-Mormon appoint ee s.

It also levied heavy pe nalties

upon those guilty of plural marriage and set up the "Utah Conunission"
for the regulation of territorial e l ec tions . 7

Although the Edmund s Ac t was upheld by the United States Supr eme
Court in 1885, it did no t comp e l a change in attitude among Mormon
leaders who were reluctant to relinquish control to the Federal governmen t.

Cons eq uently , Congress incr ease d th e pr es sure by'.wassing the

5compiled Laws of Ut ah (2 Vols., Salt Lake City, 1888), I, 109 .
6
Leonard J. Arrington, Great Basin Kingdom: An Economic Hi s t ory of
the Latter-day Saints, 1830-1900 (Cambridge, Massachusetts: Harvard
University Press, 1958), p. 356.
7

Ibid., p. 358.
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Edmunds-Tucker Act in Fe bruary of 1887.

8

The passage of this act signaled

the decline of Mormon econom ic power in Utah.

The corpora tion of the

Church of Jesus Christ of Latt er -day Saints was dissolved through proceedings instituted by the United States Attorne y General.

All property

in excess of the $50,000 limitati on released by the dissolution of the
church corporation esch eate d t o th e United States and was to be disposed

of by the Secretary of the Int erior .

Proc eeds received from the sale of

the properties was to be used for the benefit of public school districts
in Utah. 9
Once church institUtions and practices had been brought into con formance with the moral conscienc e of the rest of the nation, Ut ah was

given statehood on January 4, 1896 .

The church eventually was allowed

t o accumulate property and regain its status.

The Dese ret Iron Company 10
The idea taught by church leaders that a self-sufficient economy
must be established in the territory prompted the sending of exploration
parties int o different parts of the territory once it had been determined that th e settlers would remain in th e Great Basin .

Thes e parties

tri e d to estimate the exte nt of resources, and report ed their findings

to church le~~ers.

8compiled Laws of Utah, Vol. I, pp. 118-119.
9
Arrington, Great Basin Kingdom, p . 361.
1

~uch

of this section is based on Leonard J. Arrington, "Planning

an ' Iron Industry for Utah, 1851-1858," The Huntington Library Quart erly
XXI (May, 1958), 237-260.
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In November of 1849, a group of fi f ty me n, known as the Southern
Exploring Company, was sent to s urv e~y th e r esource s in southern Utah.
Among tho se found we r e deposi t s of coal and ir on ore ne ar present day

Cedar City .

Upon r eceiving th e repor t of the expl oring party, Brigham

Yo ung made plans to send a group of settl e r s to the ar e a to deve lop an
iron indu stry .

Volunteers wer e called for, and by lat e 1850 th e fi rst

company left to co l oni ze the "Iron Mis s i on."

This company arri ved in southerm Utah on January 13, 1851, and
began building the foundation of their new settlement .

Various members

were assigned to build fe nces, plant crops, construct bridges and dams,

d o blacksmith work and other projects necessary in estab lishing the
"Missi on. "

Church leade rs in Salt Lake City continued t o ca ll additional

missionari es to sup port th e Ir on Mission.

By the fall of 1851, nearly

every man in the t e rritor y who unde r stood the working of coa l or iron

had been sent t o Parowan . 11
Late in the f all of 1851 and in t he earl y spring of 1852, the Iron
Mission grew as newly-conv e rt e d ~ iron worke r s arrived from Europe.

Through-

out the summe r worke r s lab or e d t o cons tru ct a blast furnace and other

e quipment use d in th e process of making iron.
of 1852, th e f urnace was cha rg ed with iron or e.

Finall y, on September 29th
The nex t morning the

first small quantity of iron produced was taken from th e furnace.
Even th o ugh the accompli s hme nts of th e co l ony in manufacturing iron
we re me ager during this fir s t year, church officials were greatly en-

co uraged by th e possibilities of strengthening the Mormon eco n omy through

11
"J ourna l of the Iron Count y Mission, J ohn D. Lee , Cl e rk," ed.
Gustive 0. La r son, Utah Histori cal Quarterly, XX (Octobe r, 1952 ), 382.
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a further increase in iron production.

While these activities were taking place in southern Utah, church
l eaders were instigating new programst0 l e nd financia l and technical
ass istance to iron manufa cturing.

In 1851, while th e colonists were

es tablishing their settlements, President Young wrote to the president
of the Mormons in England, Franklin D. Ric hard s , and directed him to
find members of the church in Scandinavia or Great Britain who could

make different kinds of iron from magnetic ore and send them to the
Salt Lake Valley.

Richards immediately set about recruiting workers

from among the English converts.

Shortly thereaf ter thes e same instruc -

tions were :~x t~~ded to the missionaries in all European countries.
In obedience t o these instructions, Pr eside nt Richards and Erastus
Snow, pr es id ent o£ the Mormons in Scandinavia, discussed the matter in

a number of church assemblies in England and finally called a special
European conference in London on April 6, 1852, ' at which t~ ey presented
to the thousands of members th e necessi ty of es tablishing manufacturing
in Utah, particularly iron.
As a result of this conference a meeting was held in London on

April 28 and 29, 1852 with the ironmasters and men of means who exp ress ed
an interest in the proj ect.

At this meeting, the "Des e r et Iron Company"

was organized with a capital stock of £ 1,000,000 ($4,840,000) consisting
of 2,000 shares at 500 pounds each.

Erastus Snow was e l ected president

o f the company; Franklin D. Richards, secretary; and Thomas Tennant,

tr easu rer.

Snow and Richards were appointed to be active agents of the

company ' s affairs .

At this initial meeting, eig ht shares, valued at

_(4,000 ($19,360) were subscribed.
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Arrangements were made soon after the meeting to purchase and
transport to Utah, wire-making machines, a blowing machine, and other

machinery that would be needed.

On May 8, Snow and Richards l eft for

Utah, arriving in Cedar City in November 1852.

The small blast furnace

and equipment that had been used by the ear li e r Pioneer Iron Company was

·' $2,866.
purchased by the Deseret Iron Company at a l ow price of
Brigham Young solicited the support of the l eg islature in helping
to "promote the cause of Home manufactures," by appropriatiqg what it

could to provide capital equipment for the n ew company.

Shortly there-

after, the legislature appropriated $3,000 "to advance th e iron interest
in Iron County," and an additional $2,000 t o improve the road to the coal
mines.

On January 17, 1853, the legislatur e also approve d the incorpora-

tion of the Desere t Iron Company with substantially the same charter
that had been drawn up in London. 12
With renewed ho pe, workers from th e area were hir ed by the new
company and construction commenced on road building and the erection
of furnace facilities.

A new furnace was completed in the summer of

1853 to facilitate the separation of richer or es without using a blast.
Des pit e all the enthusiasm and hopeful lab or, a numb er of ci rcumstances were t o delay th e work.

Near the end of July news reached the

southern settlements that an Indian War had commenced.

The iron work

was suspended as the colonists devoted their time to building fortifi cations and collecting food and wood for the winter.

On September 3, a

flood swept down Coal Creek carrying befor e it all bridges and dams,

12
Acts, Reso l utions , and Memo rial s . . . (Great Salt Lake City, 18521853).
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compl ete l y destroying the s it e of the ir on work s, and carrying o ff much
of the company ' s propert y.

The remainder of the year was spent repairing

the dams and bridges and r eco nstructing the property.

Accumulations of

ice and snow in Coa l Creek Canyon durin g the winter r e nd ered the o re
dep9sits i naccessi bl e.

Some iron was pr oduced in th e spring but produc-

tion was slowed during the summer months whil e a new furnace was being

cons true t ed.

Responding to the s uggestion of Brigham Young, the territorial
l egis latur e again advanced the company anothe r $4,840 on January 19,
1855, by authorizing th e governor to purchas e two shares o f stock on
behalf of the territory.

Brigham Young also subscribed for t wo shares.l3

Fe e ling that all problems had be en so l ve d, new worke r s were acquir ed
in the summe r of 1855 and work r es umed.

Small amounts of iron were pro-

duc ed that fal l, but on ce again winter came , rendering the coal and iron

de posit s inaccessible .

Littl e was accompli shed in 1856 bec au se of fault y

furnaces "bl owi ng out," causing a dela y whil e new ones were constructed.

In the early part of 185 7 , Brigham Young visited the iron works and
suggeste d that the scene of operat ions be moved to a new site where it

would be safe f rom flo od dangers.

Several weeks later as th e move was

nearing compl et i on word was r eceive d from Brigham Young that United
States troops v e r e being sent "to oppr ess the Saints . "

The colonists

we r e counseled to s uspe nd a ll business and conce ntrate upon pr oducing

foo d .

In Se ptember 1857 many of the settl e r s in southern Utah were

invo lved in the Mountain Meadow Massacre, which left a sp irit of disunity

among them .

As a result of the Ut ah War a nd other obstacl e s expe rien ced

13
Acts, Reso lutions, and Memorials . . . (Great Salt La ke City, 1855) .

91

by the company, the Iron Mission was officially abandoned in 1858.
Almost ten years of labor had resulted in nothing more than a few andirons,
kitchen utinsels, flatirons, wagon wheels, molasses rolls, and machine
castings.

Provo Manufacturing Company 14

Heavy expenses incurred in the importation of sugar into the terri-

tory prompted c hurch leaders to encourage the production of a substitute
for it.

Success of sugar beet production in France in previous years

led church officials to announce that attempts to "relieve th e sugar
market" would be made by the cultivation and processing of sugar beets.
To promote the production of sugar beets among the settlers it was
necessary to acquire some knowledge of the processes and machinery in-

volved.

In a letter to Apostle John Taylor, who was serving a mission

for the church in Franc e, Brigham Young asked that ideas and machinery
necessary to the production of sugar be sought out and sent to Utah to
help lbu'ild up her industries .

Taylor and a recent convert, Phillip

De La Mare, investigated the beet industry in France and decided that it
would be feasible in Utah.

A short time later, in August of 1851, they

organized a company under the name of the Dese ret Manufacturing Company,

with a capital stock of .£1 2,000 ($58,080).
With this capit al stock the new company purchased made-to-order
beet processing machiner y in Liverpool, England.

This machinery was

shipped by sailing vessel to New Orleans, then up the Mississippi and

14

Much of this section is based upon Arrington, Great Basin Kingdom,
pp. 116-120.
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Missouri rivers t o Fort Leavenworth.

There it was load e d into wagons

drawn by oxen and transport e d to its destinati on near Provo. 15

Provo

had been chosen as the place t o establish the sugar industry because
of its exce ll ent supply o f water for power.
Before a facto ry to house the machinery had been built, the company
experimented to test the t echnical efficiency of the machinery in separating sugar from the beetE.

These attempts fai led to yield the anticipated

r esu lts because of chemical and mechanical problems.

The company had

expended all of its r esources, and had no o the r recourse but to fall
back on th e church which had already come to its rescue during the journey to Utah.

Brigham Young, as trustee-in-trust of the church, felt the

construction of a fact ory t o house the equipment could be built best by
the PubLic Works Department of the church.

As a result ;of this counsel,

the machine ry was moved t o Salt Lake City in December of 1852, and set
up on the corner of Temple Block.

The Dese ret Manufacturing Company

had failed.
A new company form ed und e r church auspices was incorporated on

J anuary 17, 185 3, t o provide organization for the sugar industry.

This

company, called th e Provo Manufacturing Company, was given the right to
use its capital and means for the erection and maintenance of machinery,
dams, buildings, races, water courses, and other equipment necessary to
to accomplish its ends.

The capital st oc k wa s set at not to e xceed

$1 million, in shares of $50 each.

The principal incorp orators were

15
Edward W. Tullidge, "History of Provo," Tullidge's Quarterly
Magazine (Salt Lake City), III, (July, 1884), 243.
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Orson Hyde, George A. Smith, Edson Whipple, and Evan M. Green. 16
Beginning in February 1853, the Sugar Works became a church public
wo rks ent erprise and Apostle Orson Hyde was appointed to oversee its
operations.

The fo ll owing Apri l the public works began the errection

of a factory on the Church Farm, four miles south of Salt Lake City, in
what is now Sugar Hous e.

At much expense a suitab l e facto ry was finally completed in the
early spring of 1855.

That season about 300 acres of beets were planted

in the Salt Lake Valley in anticipation of finally getting sugar produced.

In the fall more than 22,000 bushels of beets were harvested but

the production of sugar turned ou t to be a "complete failu r e. 11

The

factory was not used to produce sugar after the fall of 1856.
The direct loss to the church and its investors by being involved
in this ent erpri se was about $100,000.

Whil e the loss to those who had

bas ed their private expectation s upon the success of th e enterp rise

must have amounted to an additional $50,000.

The equipment salvaged

from the e nt erprise was used for various purposes, such as the manufac-

ture of linse ed oil , paper, iron, and wool.

The factory building housed,

in turn, wood carding machines , a machine s hop , and a paper factory.

San Pete Coal Company
The imp ortance of coal as an indispensable i~gredient in a selfsufficient economic unit increased with the development of industry and

53).

16
Acts, Reso lutions, and Memorials . . . (Great Salt Lake City, 1852-
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an increa se in its domesti c us e.

Coal was first discover ed in Utah in

the spring of 1851 n ear Parowan where it was used in connection with the
iron industry.

The first coal mined comme rcially, howeve r, did not come

until a few years later.
The story of the first co al mines in Utah began at a conference
of Mormon se ttl e rs in the San Pe te Valley at Ephraim in 1854.

Since

Brigham Young had come t o conduct the conference and be the princ ipal
speaker, a group of Indians gathered to list en.
address, one of the Indian s ar o se .

During Pres ident Young 's

He was Tabiona, one of five Indian

brothers who claimed ownership of the valley and the canyons surrounding
it.

In his hand Tabiona he ld a black rock, which he handed t o Brigham

Young saying, "Heap burn . "

After President Young had examined the r ock

he inquir e d if anyone in the audience was acquainted with coal mining.

J ohn C. Reese r e plied that he had worked in the coal mines as a young
man in Wal es.

John Pric e was also mentioned as one who understood coal

mining and had tools necessary for it .

In a meeting with Brigham Young

following the conference, Price and Re ese we re given a special mission

t o go with Tabiona in sear ch of the coal deposits. 17
A few da ys later they set out in a wagon with Tabiona to locate the
coal .

As they neared the canyons on the wes t side of the valley, Tabiona

jumped from the wagon and di sap peared .

Price and Reese, somewhat at a

loss as where t o look for th e c oal, began t o search each canyon.
bottom of one of the canyons they discovered pie ces of coal.

In th e

After walking

17
Daughters of the Utah Pioneers, These Our Fathers: A Centennial
History of Sanp e te County, 1849 to 1947 (Sanpete County: Sanpete County
Daughters of the Utah Pioneers, 1947), p. 211.
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a distance th ey c ame upon Tabiona sitting on vein of coal.

He was

r e luctant to al l ow th em to ex tract th e coal, thus destroying his beautiful
canyon.

Aft e r much talk, however, he f inall y agreed t o s e ll th e coal fo r

a few head of cat t le and some s hee p. 18
In May of 1855, Brigham Young and a company of church o fficials
visited the coa] beds and we r e grat ifi e d to fi nd that the pr ese nc e of

coa l was no hoax.

They took samples of coal with them which they tested

in the blakcsmith's forge at Ephraim .

The value of the Sanpe t e coal

for deve l opment of the territory was seen at once and Brigham Young
immediat e ly engage d men from Manti and Ephraim to build a r oad to the
coa l beds and begin mining ope rations . 19

Within less than two weeks

miners were at wo rk in the coa l beds pr e paring t o ship coal t o Salt
Lake City.

On June 6, 1855, th e fo llowing advertisement app eared in

the Dese r et News soliciting orde rs for coal from the mine:
As some o f the brethren in San Pete are mining in the newly
dis cover ed coal bed, and wi ll s oon be hauling coal into this c ity
for sale, all who wish to purchase are r eque sted, at the earliest
opportunity, to leave their names at Governor Young's o ffice, with
the quantity they wish t o buy, th e kind of pay they intend to offer,
and the time they requir e in which t o make payments. The price
will be de t e rmined as soon as colli e rs and wagone rs can learn the
cost of mining and hauling, and th en it can be decided whether coal
or wood can be af forde d at the cheapest rat es; but in e ithe r eve nt
it will be po lit ic t o enc ourag e the trade , for though wood may be
mor e r eadily procur ed by some, still there are blacksmiths and
many othe rs who will doubtless prove coa l to be the most economical
fuel for t he ir use, and it is anticipat ed that in a sho rt time i t
will be much the cheapest.
To facilitat e the ex traction of coal from the Sanpet e mine, Brigham

Young and other church l eaders apparently set about organizing the San

18 Ibid.
19
"News from the First Presidency and Company," Deser e t News , May
23, 1855.
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Pete Coal Company.

An act to incorporat e this company was approved by

the legislature on January 3, 1856.

The company was given "the exclusive

right of controling th e road and coa l beds in Coal Canyon in San Pe te
County, during the pleasure of the Legislative Assembly."

Along with

this right was given the r e sponsibility of completing the road into the
canyon and k ee ping it in good repair, and to "use due diligence to keep

a supply of coa l mined, and in a convenient place for loading the same,

for the accommodation of the inhabitants of the Territory."

The

principal incorporators of the company were Brigham Young, Isaac Morley,

George Peacock, and Benjamin F. Johnson. 20
To further e ncourage the company to carry out their responsibility,
the legislature granted to the incorporators of the San Pet e Coal
Company a portion of San Pe te County to "use as a herd ground and for
This act was approved J anuary 17, 1856.

other purposes."

Nothing

in the act was to be "so cons trued as to inte rf ere with any previous
rights; or to prevent any settler f r om getting timber, wood, or poles;

or

{to

permi!7 baiting their teams while e ngaged in so doing; or preven-

ting the trave ling public from camping privileges. » 21
Apparently little was accomplished by the San Pete Coal Company
between its organization and the cessation of hostilities at the end

of the Utah War .

In 1859, fifteen Welshmen under the leadership of

Bishop J ohn Reese settled near the coal beds in San Pe te County.

56).

20
Acts , Reso lutions, and Memoria l s . . . (Great Salt Lake City, 185521

"An Act to Provide a He rd Ground for the San Pete Coal Company

in San Pe t e Count y .

Society .

11

Manuscript in possession of Utah State Historical
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The settl ement was called Coalbed until Septembe r 6, 1869, when the name
was changed to Wales in honor of the miners' home land.

22

A new compan y

was form ed under the name of the Wales Coa l and Coke Company, which is
accredited as be ing the firs t company to mine coal from the depos its in
San Pete County.

Coal from Coa lb ed was transport ed t o Camp Floyd where

it was so ld to the r emainder of Johnston ' s Army l ocated there, who paid

for it in gold.

23

Between 1860 and 1866, th e se ttl er s at Coalbed were periodica ll y
raided by unfri endly Indians.

The raid s during 1866 became so hostil e

that Brigham Young in s tructed all se ttl ers t o move t o th e n earby se ttl e ment of Moroni .

A peace tr e aty made with the Indians in 1868, permitt ed
24

the miner s to return to Coa lbe d and resume operations.

The mine pr ove d unprof itabl e when a better grade of coal

~;as

c ove red in other parts of Utah and operations were discontinued .

disIn

1872, J ohn Rees e and John Pric e so ld th e mines to John T. Lynch and C. C.
Perkins who att empted th e organization of a company f or the making of coke .
The expense of t hi s enter pris e far outweighed its profitab ility which
resulted in the sa l e of the company t o the Cen tra l Pacific Coal and Coke
Company Ltd ., of London.

In 187 9-1880 this company sponsored the build -

ing of the Sanp e t e Valley Railway from Nephi to Wales for the purpose
of transporting coa l and co ke.

25

22Invent or y of th e Cou nty Archives of Utah, Numb er 20, Sanpete
County (Man ti ), p. 19 .
23 oaughters of th e Utah Pioneers, These Our Fathers , p. 212.
24rbid.
25Ibid.; Inven tory of the County Archives, Sanpe t e County, p. 36.
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The Desere t Agricultural and
Manufacturing Society 26

Mormon leaders devised several methods and programs to encourage

families in the territory to become self-sufficient.

One of these pro-

grams undertook to allot each family enough irrigated land t o permit
them to raise their own fruits and vegetables.
In conjunction with this drive for individual production the
church leaders sponsored a society for the promotion and encouragement
of activities in the field of domestic industry.

This society, incor-

porated on January 17, 1856 as the Deseret Agricu ltural and
Manufacturing Society, was established

11

With a view of promoting the

arts of domestic industry, and to encourag e the production of articles
from the native elements in the Territory ."

An annual exhibit ion was

held in Great Sa lt Lake City for the di splaying of agricultural products,
stock, and domestic articles which helped stimulate peop l e of the territory t o ge~ involved in agricultural and industrial pursuits.

At these

exhibition s awards were given fo r the best specimens entered.

The Society was very closely associated with the Mormon Church and
in some cases church meeting time was r elinquished for the discussion
of its business.

Bishops and their counselors constituted agents of

the society to help with the preparation of and advertise the annual
fair.

2

~uch of this section is based upon Leonard J. Arrington, "The
Deseret Agricultural and Manufacturing Society in Pioneer Utah,"
Utah Historical Quarterly XXIV (April, 1956), 165-170.
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In addition to sponsoring the territorial fair, the society held
monthly mee tings at which lectures were given on the culture of different
tree and row cro ps and breeding of livestock.

In 1869, the Society

succeeded in getting the legislature to appropriate $5,000 to be expended
27
in importing improved breeds of sheep.
Three years later, the Society
imported about $12 ,000 worth of breeding cattle.

The Society also in-

vested in a fish farm and introduced the Angora goat into Utah.
Following the attainment of statehood in 1896, the Society came
under the control of the state government.

Officials of the organiza-

tion were then appointed by the governor with the consent of the legislature, and the annual exhibitions became known as "State Fairs."

In 1907,

the name of the Society was changed to the Utah State Fair Association by
which it is still known today.
The Deseret Telegraph Company 28
One of the most successful Mormon economic e nt erprise s was the con-

struction and operation of the Dese ret Telegraph Company.

It involved

the cooperation and unified effort of Mormon settlers the entire length
of the territory .
The passage of the Pacific Telegraph Act in 1860, provided the incentive for companies to engage in the building of a transcontinental
line from the Missouri River to San Francisco.

The Great Basin lay

directly in the path of the transcontinental route and the companies

27
2

Acts, Resolutions, and Memorials . . . (Salt Lake City, 1869).

~uch of this section is based on Leonard J. Arrington, "The
De seret Te l egraph - -A Church Owned Public Utility," Journal of Economic
History XI (Spring, 1951), 117-139.
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undertaking the construction of the lin e soon realized they would need
assistance from the Mormons in building the line across the Great Basin.
Emissaries of the companies were sent to Salt Lake City to enlist the
coope ration and assistance of the Mormon people.

They found Brigham

Young and other church l eade rs anxious to assist the project in every
During the few months it took to const ruct the lin e in the late

way.

summe r of 1861, the Mormons furnished poles for almost a thousand miles
of line as well as a large share of labor, foo d, feed, and transportation .
The church itself, received $11,000 in gold for its assistance in the
project.
Experience connected with the construction of the transcontinental

line prompted church l eaders t o examine the possibility of constructing
a territorial line which would connect all Mormon settlements with Salt
Lake City and the "outside" world.
A few months later in February of 1862, Brigham Young made public
the intention of building the territorial line.

Telegraphic instruments

were sent for and a telegraphy school was set up in Salt Lake City where
yo!m_g men could be instructed to become telegraph operators .

Actual

construction on the line, howeve r, was not begun until 1866.

In a spec ial meeting held following th e conclusion of April Conference of the church in 1865, prominent church leaders, who had gathered
for the conference, affirmed the decision to commence construction on

the territorial line from St. Charles in the north to St. George in the
south.

During the fo ll owing months meetings were held in the various

settlements to solicit contributions for the er ec tion of the line.

It

is recorded that the settlers in southern Utah subscribed "$633.33 in cash
and $890 in labor, or a total of $1,573.33."

Most of th e cash contribu -
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tions were promise of poles rather than money. 29
In May, church leaders visited the various settlements e ncouraging

the settlers to give full support t o the project.

Littl e was accomplished

during the summer because of preoccupation with farm work.

In November,

when the fall harvests were in, the First Presidency of the church issued
a "Circular Letter of Instruction" to th e Bishops and presiding leaders

of all the settlement s along the proposed r oute.

This document urged

that each sett l emen t exercise expe diency in completing its assigned
segment of the line.

Sp ecifica lly, they counselled that during the fall

and winter, all poles be hauled and set along the line so that the wire
cou ld be stretched as soon as it arrived the next season.

Each community

was also instructed to send representatives to the telegraphy school in

Salt Lake City for instruction during the winter months.
With this instruction and encouragement, construction of the Deser e t
Telegraph line commenced.

Po l es were cut and se t, surveying was done,

and more funds were collected.

Thirty young men and women, supported

by their parents, were in Salt Lake City by December 15, to begin school.
The po l es for the line were set and ready by the fall of 1866.

By

this time "500 miles of wire, th e necessary supply of insulators, chemicals,

and so on," had been ordered and arrived by wagon train October 14, 1866.30
The total cost of the wire for the 500 mile line was estimated at $5 6 ,000
or an average of $112 per mile.
By Decembe r l, 1866, the line from Salt Lake City to Ogden had been
completed.

The first message sent over the line was more or less a

29JH, April 17, 1865, cited in ibid., p . 120.
30JH, October 14, 1866, cited in ibid., p . 125.
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"dedication" by Brigham Young:

To Pr esident Lorin Farr and Bish op Chauncey W. West , and the
Saints in the northern co untry, who gave up freely wh en ca lled
upon: Greeti ng. In my heart I dedicat e the line which is now completed and be ing completed, to the Lord God of I srae l, whom we
serve, for the build ing up of Hi s Kingdom, pray ing that this and
all o th er improvements may contribute t o our be nefit, and the glory
of our God; until we can waft ourselves by the powe r of t he Almighty
f r om wo rld to world to ou r fullest satisfaction.31
At this time men were working to extend the line north from Ogden
t o Logan and sout h fr om Salt Lake City to St .. George .

Te l egraph ic

communication between Logan and St . George was opened by January 15,
1867, and the remainder of the pro j ected line was in opera t ion within
thirty days.
Three days later, on January 18, the Legislative Assembly incorporat ed the Deseret Telegraph Company.

The s t oc kholders list ed were Brigham

Young, Edward W. Hunt er, A. M. Musser, E. D. Woo lley, A. H. Raleigh, and
John Sharp, all o f Salt Lake Count y ; William Miller of Utah County; John
W. Hess of Davis County; A. J. Moffatt of Sanpete County ; and Robert
Gardner of Washington County.

The capital stock was set at $500,000

in 5,000 shares of $100 each . 32
From the time of its organization until it was sold t o We stern

Uni on in 1900, the president of the Desere t Telegraph Company was also
the pr esident of th e church.

Upon compl et ion of the organization of

the company, almost all shares of stock r eve rt ed to the truste e -in-trust

( or pre sident) of the church.

31Dese r et News, Decembe r 1 , 1866 .
32

Acts, Resolutions , and Memo rials . . . (Grea t Salt Lake City, 1867) .
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The company was never financially profitable from its inception
until it was sold in 1900.

Under the Edmunds-Tucker Act in 1888, the

company was confiscated by the United Stat e s Government and eventually
returned to church ownership in 1894.

The church continued operating

the company while competition increased from the Rocky Mountain Telephone Company and Western Union.

A deal was concluded February 20, 1900,

by which West e rn Union agre ed to pay the church $10,000 in cash for the
company and its properti e s.

The total outlay by the church upon the telegraph line over its
lifetime was about $150,000.

Circumstances forced them to take a vast

reduction in sale price as compared to their investment.

However, con-

sidering the obsolesence of th e line by that time and the use of the
line by the church and its members, the line was a sound investment.

Other Companies Incorporated in Utah
Territory, 1850 to 1870
Placerville, Humbolt and Salt Lake Telegraph Company.

An act was

approved by the Territorial Legislature January 21, 1859, providing for
the incorporation of the Placerville, Humbolt and Salt Lake Te legraph
Company.

Frederick A. Bee, Peter Loveall, Edgar Bogardus, Hosea Stout,

and Jesse C. Little were the principal incorporators.

The purpose of

the company was the construction and operation of a telegraph line
from Placerville in California to Salt Lake City.

The capital stock

was set at $15,000 which could be increased to $150,000. 33

33
59) .

The com-

Acts, Resolutions, and Memorials . . . (Great Salt Lake City,

1858~
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pany did not comple t e its inte nded purpose; the construction of the
propos ed line was complet ed i n 1861 as part of th e Pacific Telegraph
line . 34
California State Telegraph Company.

Thi s company was initially

formed in th e state of California with it s principal offices in San
Francisco.

As the company ex t e nded its business to the Utah Territory

it applied for incorporation in Salt Lake Cit y.

On January 16, 1863,

th e company was incorporate d by the Legi s l ative Assembl y and given
the same rights in the Utah Ter ritory as it had been given in California.35

Conclusion

The desire to develop a se lf-suffici e nt economic unit in Utah
Territory was underlain wi th many inhere nt lim itations not eas ily

visible to th e l e ade rs of the church and its membership.

Failure to

consider these lim i tat ions and the inabilit y in many cases to overcome
them caused severa l church e n t(~r prises to e nd in economic disaster.

Th e single most limiting factor was the lack of necessary natural
r eso urc es t o su ppor t the autonomous economic unit envisioned by Brigham

Young .

Ce rt ain ba sic commodities had to be imported from the East where

the facilities and raw mat e rials needed in their production could be
ob t ained.

34

Robert Luther Thomps on, Wiring a Continent: The History of the
Telegra ph Indu s try in the Unit ed States, 1832-1866 (Princeton: Princeton
University Press, 1947), pp . 349 ff .
35
63).

Acts, Res o lutions, and Memorials . . . (Great Salt La ke City, 1862-
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The other most important !imitating factor was technical pro-

ficiency.

Without knowl edge of how to produc e iron, it was i mpossible

to make the Ir on Mission profitable.

If more knowledge of how to pro-

cess sugar bee t s had been available, the ou tcome of this industry might
have be en cons iderably different .

The Mormon pioneers who sought t o

build a civi l iz ation i n Utah were of a different class than the techni-

cians and en ginee rs of Europe and the East who designed and built the
infrastructure that Utah lacked .
As one views the en t erprises of the 1850's and 60's, he is tempted
to question the Mormon pertinaci ty in trying to accomplish so much
with their limited natural, cap ital, and human resources.

The nature

of Mormonism and a desire to withdraw from a society which persecuted
its adher ents provide d the incentive t o wrestle with insurmountable
barriers.

106

CHAPTER V
GENERAL INCORPORATION ACTS PASSED BY
THE TERRITORIAL LEGISLATURE
Introduction

Mention has been made of the many demands upon the Legislative
Assembly which led to the enactment of general incorporation laws.
Historical ev ide nce, howeve r, reveals that increases in the number of

applications for corporate charters were not solely r esponsibl e for the
move toward general l eg islati o n .

East e rn governmental appointees,

anxious to provide business opportunities for non-Mormon capitalists,
were constantly urging the l egislature t o initiate general incorporation laws which would enti ce new industry into the territory and promote
the formation of domestic ente rprises.

The l egislat ure made its entry into the field of general legis lation during the 1860's by passing laws dealing with specific categories or types of companies to be incorporated.

The first of these

general laws dealt specifically with telegraph companies, the second
with irrigation companies, and the third with railroad companies.

The

gen e ral law of 1870, providing for the incorporation of mining, manuf acturing, commercial and other industrial companies, was much broader

in its scope and was regarded by the citi zens of the territory as superceding all previous general laws.
Examination of the chart e rs of companies incorporated between 1870
and 1884-- even t e l egraph and irrigation companies--reveals that they
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were submitted in accordance with the genera l law of 1870, rathe r than
under the ir r espec tive specific laws of the 1860's.

On Mar ch 13,

1884--the same day an act was passed providing for the organization
of telephone companies --the Leg islative Assembly pass ed an act compiling
and amending the laws relating to private corporations.

This brought

tog e ther under one general law the incorporation procedure for all types
of private companies or ganiz ed in the territory.

The state of New York, which was the first to introduce general
inc orporation laws in 1811, seems to have provided the exampl e upon
which members of the l egislatur e depended in structuring general legislation.

By this time, of course, several states had followed the leader-

ship of New York in the field of general incorporation laws .
It is the purpose of this chapter to review and discuss the general
laws passed by the Utah l eg islatur e, and to discuss briefly th e ir effect
on the formation of companies in that territory .

An Act to Provide for the Inc orporation
of Telegraph Companies

1

The comp l et ion of the transcontinental telegraph line in 1861,
not surprisingly, generated great interest in the telegraph business.
Coupled with the fact that the legislature was experimenting with general
l egislation, this interest produc ed the first general incorporation law,

which was approved on January 14, 1864.

1Acts , Resolutions, and Memorials . . . (Gr e at Salt Lake City, 186364).
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Under t he provis ion s of th is law, a t elegraph company could be
legal l y organized by three or mor e persons, two-thirds of whom must be
residents of the t e rrit ory.

The actua l formation was con summa t ed onc e

the organi zers submi tted a ce rt ificate containing the fo ll owing information:

(1) The name of the corpor ati on, (2) the general line or lines

to be constructed and the principal points to be connected by them,
(3) the amount of capital stock to be subscribed and the number of
shares into which it was to be div ided, ( 4) the names and residences
of the principal shareholders and the number of shares subscribed by
each, and ( 5) the period of ex istence of the company which was no t to
excee d sixty years.

Once this cer tificate had been drawn up it was to be fi l ed wit h the
County Clerk in t he county in whi ch the principal off ic es of the company
were t o be located, and a copy sent to the Sec r e t ary of th e Te rrit or y.
When the se s t e ps were compl e ted the company was co nsid e r ed l egally
incorporated and given all privileges , powers , and authority of a
co~ porati o n .

In r e tr ospect , this law co uld be regarded as quite ineffectua l and
even unne ces s ary, since it is doubtful that a ny tel e graph compani es were
inc orpo rat e d under it s pr ovisions prior t o th e e nac tment of the genera l

law of 1870.

Charters of the only telegraph companies incorporated

in Salt Lake County during the latt e r part of th e t erritorial pe ri o d-the Pa rk Te l eg raph Company incor po rated August 30, 1879, and the District Telegraph Company incorpora t ed November 10, 1883--wer e filed in
accordance with the general law of 1870 rather than the 1864 law providing for the incorporation of telegraph companies.

Although one cannot

e liminate the possibilit y t ha t other telegraph companies were inc orpora-
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ted in less significant Utah counties, we may tentatively conclude that
no telegraph compan ies were actually incorporated under the provisions

of this law.

An Act to Incorporate
Irrigation Companies 2

The second general incorporation act passed was approved January

20, 1865, by the Legislative Assembly.

This act made it possibl e for

irrigation companies to be more quickly and uniformly organized through
filing their articles with the county court rather than being required
to obtain a special act from the l egis latur e.
Provisi ons of this law required that once a prospective company

had been set up its newly-elected trustees must submit to the county
court a statement indicating (1) the propos ed route of the canal or
ditch to be construct ed, (2) the quantity of land to be benefited by
it, (3) the estimated cost of the project including dams, flumes,
locks, waste weirs, and other pertinent mat eria ls, and (4) the amount

per acre or percentage on taxable property which would be necessary to
finance the construction.
The county court was then r equired to hold an e lection to determine

if all thos e affected by the proposed canal or ditch were willing to
accept the burden placed upon th em by the new tax and support the new
trustees appointed t o direct the company.

Once the proposal had been

approved by two-thirds of the elector ate involved and bonds were filed

2
Acts, Reso lutions, and Memorials . • . (Gr eat Salt Lake City, 186465) .
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to insur e performance of its duties , the company was give n off icial
cor porat e status .

Only on e company--the Deseret Irrigation and Navigation Canal
Company incorpora t ed January 18, 186 7--was fo rmed in Salt Lake County
und er the pr ov i sio ns of t hi s law prior to 1870.

One authority at tribut es

the ineffectiveness of this law of 1865 t o it s inad equac y t o prov ide th e
money nec essary t o f inance a company's undertaking. 3

The law pr ov ided

fo r the organi zat i on of districts which were permitted to rais e the cost

of providing a water supply and to mee t the cost of operation and maintenance .

The intent of thi s method of raising money in the se districts

was to make desert land provi de direct l y for its own r ec lamation through
taxes levied upon the potential land t o be benefi ted .

In th is intention,

however, lay an inherent weakness since it attempted t o make land that

had littl e or no value security fo r considerable sums of money.

Another

provision of this l aw-- which gave the state the power to enf orc e contribut ions from the la nd-- wa s ine ff ec tual since at that time the re was no

United States ' land office in Utah and th e settlers had only squatte r's
rights.

Con seq uen tl y, the land cou ld not be so ld for taxes leaving no

real force behind the law.

The fi nal weakness of this law was that it

did not contain a bonding feat ur e whiCh wo uld have given th e companies

the power of postponing for a pe riod of years th e financial cost of
construction.
Betwee n 1870 and 1884, irrigation compani es were organized i n
accordance with the provision s of the general act to provide for th e

JR . P. Tee l e, "The Financ ing of Non-governmental Irrigation Ent er prise," J ournal of Land and Public Utility Economics, II (October, 1926),
428-429.
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incorporat ion of mining, manufacturing, commercia l and othe r indu strial

purposes enac t ed Fe bruar y 18, 1870.

Seve n irr iga ti on companies wer e

i ncorporated in Salt Lak@ County during this period.

The ir names and

dat es o f incorporation we r e as fo ll ows :

East Jordan Irrigatio n Company
Agricultural Park Irrigation Company
Utah and Salt Lake Canal Company
North Jordan Ir r igation Company
South Jordan Canal Company
Rivers ide Canal Company
Bri ght on Nor th Point Irrigation Company

May 8, 1878
Septembe r 17, 1879
October 2, 1880
Novembe r 10 , 1880
Octob er 30, 1880
Oct ober 11, 1882
May 15, 1882

The law pas se d in 1884 relating to the incorporation of private
compan i es specifically placed irrigation companie s unde r the same general
prov isions as mining, manufacturing, commercial, industrial, and religious

undertaking s .

The following irrigation companies were organized in Salt

Lake County in accordanc e with the provisions of this law throughout
the remain ing year s of the territ orial peri od:

Jordan and Salt Lake Surplus Canal Company
North Po int Irrigation Company
Summit Range Irrigati on Company
Idaho Irrigating and Colonization Company
Chapman Canal Company
Coons Canyon Irrigating Company
Beckstead Irrigating Company
North Salt Lake Irrigating Compan y
North Point Consolidated Irrigation Company
Desere t and Salt Lake Agricultural and
Manufacturing Cana l Company
Buckhorn Rese rvoir and Canal Company
Hydraulic Canal Company
Alturas Land and Irrigation Company
Utah Wa ter Company
Payett e River Canal and Land Improvement Company

Marbl e Land and Irrigat ion Company
Be ll Canyon Irrigation Company
Harriman Irrigation Company

Leamington Water Land Company
Spring Creek Irrigation Company
Armstrong Land and Wa ter Company
South Side Water Company
Central Ut ah Land and Irrigation Company

March 9, 1885
May 19, 1886
Jul y 10, 1886
July 30, 1887
Missing

August 22 , 1887
November 27, 1888
July 22, 1889
July 29, 1889
August 29, 1889
November 13, 1889
Decembe r 27, 1889
April 9, 1890
April 24, 1890
May 5, 1890
October 30, 1890
April 25, 1891
January 2, 1892
January 6, 1892
Apri 1 20, 1892
October 3, 1892
October 22, 1892
November 28, 1892
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Mount Ne bo Reservoir and Canal Company
Salt Lake Land and Irrigation Company

December 3, 1892
June 6, 1893
June 27, 1893
October 28, 1893
June 26, 1894
July 31, 1894
January 5, 1895
March 28, 1895
June 25, 1895
June 27, 1895
August 30, 1895
December 2, 1895
December 31, 1895

Rairview Reservoir and Irrigation Company

Cl ear Lake Land and Irrigation Company
Richards Irrigation Company
Union and East Jordan Irrigation Company
Sandy Irrigation Company
New State Irrigation Company
Union and Jordan Irrigation Company
Salt Lake Irrigation Land and Power Company
Verona Water Company

Price River Re servoir Irrigation Company
Deser e t Lithia Water Company
An Act Providing for the Incorporation
of Railroad Companies

4

The fact that the first two general laws were quite limited in their
scope was a point of conc e rn for many advocates of general legislation.

Governor Charles Durkee discounted the significance of these two acts by
declaring in January 1868:

"No law at present ex ists relative to the

formation of joint stock companies.

A special act of the legislature is

necessary for the organization of such companies."

5

A law had been passed on March 2, 1867, by the United States Congress
which prohibited t e rritorial legislatur es from granting private charters
or special privileges, but allowed general incorporation acts permitting
persons to associate themselves together as corporations for mining,
manufacturing, and other industrial pursuits.

To this law Governor

Edwin Higgins referred in a speech given in January of 1869, in which
he encouraged the legislature to promot·e industrial development.

"An

4Acts, Resolutions, and Memorials . . . (Great Salt Lake City, 1869).
5Message given by Governor Charles Durkee to the Legislative Assembly,
January 13, 1868. "Governor's Message," p. 127.
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act of that character," he stated , "properly defining the rights, powers,

and liabilities of the stockholders, wou ld be of gr eat utility in fo rwarding the commercia l and other interests of the people, and should
be incorporat ed among the statutes of the Territory."

6

The people of Utah at this time had mixed emotions as to whether
they really wanted to encourage "outside" industry and comme rcial ac ti vity in their

11

Kingdom.

11

The transcontinental railroad threatened to

bring an influx of "Gentile" merchants and an increa se in mining activity

into the territory.

This attitude may be interpreted as having much to

do with the reluctance of the legislature to initiate more general legislation.

Recognizing, however , that the railroad was both desirable and

inevi table, Mormon leaders considered ways in which th e railroad could
be used to h e lp them attain their goals.
Even before the transcontinen tal railroad was completed, Mormon

l eaders planned the construction of a railroad from Salt Lake City to
Ogden.

To aid them in fo rming companies to build this and other rail-

roads, Mormon l eaders encouraged th e l eg islature to pass a general law
relating to the incorporation of railroad companies.

An act of the Legi sla tive Assembly, approved February 19, 1869,
provided fo r the incorporation of railroad companies.

Structured ver y

similar t o that dealing with telegraph companies, the act r equ ired a
minimum of ten incorporators, two-thirds of whom had to be r es id ents of

the territory.

Whenever stock to the amount of at least $1,000 for each

mi l e of the proposed railroad had been subscribed, the 10 percent thereof

6
Message given by Governor Edwin Higgins to the Leg islative Assembly,
January 11, 1869 . "G overnor' s Message," p. 138.
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had been paid to a treasurer se l ected by the subscribers, the subscribers
were allowed to meet together and se lect the company direct ors.

The

company was then required to submit articles setting forth : (1) the name
of the corporation, (2) the per iod of expected existence, (3) the amount
of capital stock, which was to be in shares of $100 each, (4) the contemplated cost of the proposed railroad including all appurtenances, and
(5) the proposed route of the road and through which counties it would
pass.

Once these articles had been filed with the Auditor of Public

Accounts of the territory and certified, the company was considered to
be a l ega l corporation.
The following companies were incorporated in Salt Lake County under
the provisions of this general law dealing with the formation of railroad
companies:

Utah Central Railroad Company
Utah Southern Railroad Company
Utah Northern Railroad Company
Summit County Railroad Company
Salt Lake City Railroad Company
Second South Street Cable Tramway Company

March 8, 1869
January 17, 1871
August 23, 1871
1871
January
1872
September 25, 1883

The law of 1884 dealing with private companies extended and further
explained the procedure for incorporating railroad companies.

General Act Providing for Incorporating Associations

Mining, Manufacturing , Commercial, and
Other Industrial Pursuits 7
The advent of the railroad into Utah gave great impetus to the
mining industr y.

Transportation was available to connect the miner with

7Acts, Resolutions, and Memorials . . . (Sa l t Lake City, 1870).
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markets where ore could be so ld.

An increase in imported goods also

Lntroduced ne~f opportunities for commercial business enterprises .

Governors . A. Mann in an addres s to the legis lature in January of
1870, pleaded f or legislation which would enco urage all t ypes of conunercjal and lndu3tr.ial endeavors . 8

"The Territory of Utah , " he argued,

oresents an ample field fo r the highest ci.v i.l i zation and improvement. Wi t h resources surpassed by few of her sis ter states or
Territ ories , . . . there is no physica l r eason why it should not be
among the f o remo st in the race for commercial empire, power and
e, r e atnes s.
He cautio ne d ) howeve r , that in order to achieve this success a g reat

deal had to be do ne in the field of encouraging legislation in all
its branche s :
In the furtherance of this end, I would partic.:ularly call your
attention to the desirability of the enactment of a general incorporation law, pursuant to the Act of Congress of March 2nd , 1867,
and also of an Act authori zi ng th e formation of limited partnerships ~ The benefits ari s ing f rom corporations ., :in the consolidaCl.on of means for the attainment o.E objects beyond the power of

ind ividual effort are so manifest as hardly to require at this day
any argument to enforce the utility of such institutions. From
lhe earl ies t times have t hese advantages been recognized and

utilized by the wisest legislators and in modern days incorporations
for the accomplishment of great public ends have becom~ a part of
the legislation of every civilized State . With the proper checks
limitati ons and safeguards to protect the rights of the people
t hey are justly re ga rded as essen tial t o the well. being and continual
advancement of e ve ry community.

The law governing corporations and

defining the ir rights and privile<iges had been digested by the wisdom of ages, and it is therefore, no t an untried or uncertain field

of legi slaUon which is thus conunend.ed to your favorable considerati.on . Nearly all works of a public nature require the expenditure
of large amount s of money, and while i ndiv iduals may be induced,
by public spir it or the hop e of gain to invest a porti on of their
means few are found who are will ing t o embark all their capital
i n an enterpr-ize, the manage ment of which must, in most instances,

necessarily be left to others . Thr ough the agency of corporations
mo st of the gre at work s of the past have be e.n and all the great
wo rks of the present are being accomplished . Through their means

~essage given by GovernorS. A. Mann t o the Legislative Assembly,
Janua ry ll , 18 70 . "Governor 1 s Message, " pp. 145 - 147.
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oceans and rivers are navigated, telegraphs are constructed, canals
and irr1 gation ditches are dug, factories are run, mines are worked ,
schoo l s and banking houses are estab lish ed. The passage of a wise
and judicious incor poration law would have a great tendency to
bring hith er thdt capLtal which is so much needed in the development of the many and varied resources of the Territory , and
especially would it aid in the development of the mine s . There is
no place In the United States where the influx of capital. wou ld so
materially increase the pr ospe rity of the people . It wou l d expel
that spirit of desolation and of sollitude which broods over and
guards some of the richest mines and most bright treasures from
the rocked ribbed fortresses of nature.
One month after Gove rnor Mann's forceful speech , the move toward

genera l legislation reached its apex with the approval of "An Act
Prov i ding for Incorporating Associations for Mining, Manufacturing,

Commercial and other Industr1al Pursu1ts, " on February 18, 1870.
This act was the most compreh ensive of the general acts passed,
and was divided into five major areas:

( 1) How to proceed to be incor-

porated , (2) powers of the corporation, (3) how the capital stock may
be inc r eased, (4) how the corporation may dis solve it se lf , and (5)
other m1scellaneous provisions.
( 1)

set a

How ~£-i~rporate .

min~mum

Similar t o previous acts , the l eg islature

of six persons, two -thirds of whom must be residents of

the t err itory, who could legally establ ish an association for a mining,
manufacturing , corrune.rcial or industrial enterprise.
was to be

submitted ~

A written agreement

outlining the basic information about the name ,

capita 1 s t.ock , and proposed intent ions of the company, to the Proba te
Judge in the county in which the company was incorporated, within ten

days from the time it was drawn up.
( 2)

Powers of the corpora~.

Once the initial step was completed ,

th e company was g ive n the power to make contracts, to sue and be sued ,
to ha ve a sea 1 , r o bu , use, sell, or dispose of personal property
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necessary for the general busine ss of th e company.

It was also empowe r ed

to make al l by-laws, rules, and regulations which were not inconsiste nt

with the laws of the t erritory or its given corporate rights .
(3)

How capital stock could be increased.

Capital stock could be

increased by a two-thirds vote of all th e stockholders and an increase
in th e sale of shares.

excee d $2 million .

In no case, however, was the stock allowed t o

A further stipulation was that the additional stock

subscri bed must be taken by persons, of whom two - thirds must be r e sidents
of th e territory.
(4)

Di ssolution of a corporation.

To diss olve or disincorporat e a

company, its officers were require d t o present a statement to the Probat e

Judge , setting forth that at a me e ting of the stockholders it had been
d ec id ed by a t>m-thirds vote that the company should be diss olved.
(5)

Misce llaneous provisions.

Other provisions provided me thods

for collecting and paying debts, outlined procedures pertaining to e l ec tions of off icers, required that specific records be kept, and de fined
the liability of the individual stockholders.
The passage of this act qui e ted th e clamor for more general l egislation.

It was felt this law had provided what was needed.

It was not

until several years later, in 1874, that another governor asked for
additional minor legislation t o help foster the concentrat ion of capital
9
in Utah Te rritory.
On January 13, of that year Governor George L.
Woods point e d to a weakness in the law which needed correction:

9
Mes sage given by Governor Geor ge L. Woods to the Leg islative Assembly,
J anuary 13, 1874. "Governor's Message," p. 184.
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Section l, of an Act entitled "an Act providing for Incorporating Associations, for Mining, Manufacturing, Commercial, and other
Industrial pursuits," approved February 18, 1870, requires that twothirds of the whole number of Direct ors of all Corporations organized within the Territory shall be r esidents of the Territory.
Capitalists, from all parts of the Republic, are making inves tments in our midst, for mining, manufacturing and other purposes;
and in the organization of Companies, under the law as it now
stands, they are compelled to have no personal interest whatever
in the en t er prise over which they are to exe rcise control. The
effect of such a law is to prevent capital from coming to the
Territory. I hope that it may be repealed. Before dismissing this
subject I would also suggest that all incorporations organized
in this t erritory be required to file th e ir Articles of Incorporation in the office of the Sec r e tary of the Territory.
Following the advice of Governor Woods, the Legislative Assembly
passed an act one month later amending the General Act. 10

It required

that only one-third instead of two-thirds of the directors of a company
must be residents of the territory.

Legislation was also passed requir-

ing companies to file their articles of incorporation with the Secretary

of the Territory once they had been filed with and certified by the
Probate Judge of the County Court.

Act to Provide for the Organization and
Regulation of Te lephone Companies 11
The last two general incorporation acts were passed March 13, 1884,
one of which provided for the organization of telephone companies .

Fo llowing the same outline as its predecessors, the law required that a
minimum of three persons, two-thirds of whom must be residents of the
territory, were necessary to form a telephone company.

It required

10
Acts, Reso lutions, and Memorials . . . (Salt Lake City, 1874).
ll

Acts, Resolutions, and Memorials . . . (Salt Lake City, 1884).
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that articles of incorporation be filed with the Secretary of the
Te rritory and the Clerk of the County Court.

Certification by the

Probate Judge of the county court indicated the legality of the corporation.

One company-- the Utah Te lephone Company incorporated in

Salt Lake County on September 28 , 1881 - -is the only known company incorporated under the provisions of this law and its amendments.

An Act Compiling and Amending the Laws
Relating to Privat e Corporations

12

The other genera l act passed March 13, 1884, brought together int o
one l aw all laws relating to the organ i zation of private corporations.

The opening paragraph of the act stated:
Hereafter , whenever any number of persons, not less than five,
one-third of whom being residents of this territory, and desirous

of associating themselves together for estab lishing and conducting
any mining, manufacturing, commercial, or other industrial pursuit,
or the construction or operation of wagon roads, irrigating ditches,
or the colonization and improvement of land, or for colleges,
seminaries, churches, libraries, or any benevolent, charitable or
scientific association, or for any rightful subjec ts consistent

with the Constitution of the United States and the laws of this
Territory, and who wish to incorporate for that purpose, may, by

complying with the provisions of this act, become a body corporate.
Further contents of the act outlined the procedures for incorporation

which were similar to those of the 1870 law and extended the general
laws of t e l egraph and railroad companies.

Today most of the original

articles of incorporation of companies filed under the General Law of
1870 and the Act of 1884 , can be found in the county records center at
the Capitol Building in Salt Lake City.

12

Laws of Utah, 1884, chap. XIV, p. 78.
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Companies Incorporated Under the General Acts

The passage of the genera l acts greatly facilitated the process of
incorporation.

Completion of the transcontinental railroad in 1869

brought many n ew industries and enterpris es into Utah Territory.

This

increase in population and movement of civilization westward resu~: t.ed

in a prolifera tion in the number of corporations organized after 1870.
Between 1870 and the time Utah gained statehood in 1896 there were
approximately 1,300 companies incorporated in Salt Lake County alone. 13
An examination of the articles filed by these companies reveals that
about 45 percent were organized for mining purposes, 34 percent for
commercial enterprises, 6 percent associations, 5 percent ecclesias tical

organizations, 4 percent manufacturing companies, and 3.5 percent were
irriga ti on companies.

Classificati_on of the companies into these differ-

e nt categories is somewhat arbitrary but does give an indiciation of the
relative importance of the different enterprises .

Several of the com-

panies incorporated in Salt Lake City under the general laws were formed
for operations in surrounding counties and territories, but listed

Salt Lake City as the location of their principal office.
Appendix B lists the companies incorporated between 1870 and 1882-the year in which the Edmunds Act was passed.

A look at this list of

363 companies tells much about the development of the different industries
in the late territorial period.

Mining was by far the most prom inent

industry during the 1870's and into the 1880's.

Commercial enterprises

13
original charters of these corporations are in possession of th e
County Records Center, Capitol Building, Salt Lake City.
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followed closely on its heels and increased as time passed.
Another interesting aspect is the increase in the number of Latter-

day Saint ecclesiastical wards incorporated in 1882, shortly after the
passage of the Edmunds Act.

About 52 percent of al l the ecc lesiastical

organ izati ons formed during the territorial period were incorporated in
this year.

This i s not hard to understand, since it permitted ecc les-

iastical wards and stakes to own property formerly held by the central
church .

Inasmuch as the Congress threatened t o disincorporate the Mormon

Church, and dispo se of its properties , one way of avoiding the loss of
this property was by the transfer of ownership to individuals and organiz ed corporations.

Thus, following the incorporation of the various

ward s , proper t y was tran sferred to them, out of the r each of ex isting or

contemplated Federal law.
This out line of the history of acts of incorporation in the early
years of Utah Territory is, of course, only an introduction to a topic
much wider in dimension.

A welcome sequel would discuss and analyze

the operation of Utah's general incorporation act from 1870 to 1896,
when statehood was granted.
the

ye~rs

Special emphasis could then be given to

after 1882, at which point the present study concludes.

It would also be useful and interesting to study the operation of corporation law in Utah since statehood and to compare this law with that
of other states in the region and nation.

Finally, it would be

instructive to compare acts of incorporation in Utah, during both the

territorial and statehood per iods with those of other territories and
states in which Mormonism had no influence.
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APPENDIX

Table 1.

Report of the Committee on Irrigation.a (Showing the expense of the main irrigating canals,
and the amount of land irrigated by the same in Utah Territory)

No.
Mean Mean
Mean
Total
of
Length Width
Depth
Length
Counties
Canals Rods ft. in . ft. in. Rods
Great Salt Lake
24
1973
6
3
2
47352 '

Cache
Utah
Weber
Washington
Sanpete
Box Elder
Juab
Beaver
Davis

Morgan
Millard
Summit
Kane
Tooele

19
35
19
11
11
11
3
5
11
21
9
14
3
11
4

2363
1359
1374
1340
1897
1065
1706
1520
887
673
1777
545
531
2885
860
520

215

23,275

4

Iron

Wasatch
Green River

7
7
6

5
6
8
4
6
6
8
10

6
2

1
1
2
1
1
1
2
2
1
1
2
2
1

4

1
8
0

2
1

95

8

33

4
4
4

4
6
4
5
10

7
2

4

4

6

11
2

1

10
10
10
8
8
8
8
0
10
6
4
6
1
7
6
8

44897
47565
26106
14740
20867
11715
5118
7600
9757
14133
15993
2180
7434
8655
9460
2080

No. of
Cost of Acres

Est. cost
of canals
Constr- Irrigain
uction ted
progress
$397958 31763 $1,010,000

302953
172542
149377
126688
116268
54205
42500
34769
34305
34030
30760
27450
20700
18300
17490
1650

27448
32156
10571
3496
20230
5599
2830
2167
6052~

60,000

300,000

4650
5695
5205
904
2019
3383

For to bring the water of
Provo River to Lehi.

Davis County canal .

2798~

Not Reported

Richland

asource:

Remarks
Deseret Irrigation and
Navigation Canal $750,000
South West Jordan 200,000
West Jordan
60 , 000
$1 ,010,000

3 295,552 1,581,945 166, 970 1,370 , 000

Not Reported

Journal Hi story of the Church of J esus Christ of Latter-day Saints, February 15, 1865. Manu script in possession of Latter-day Saints Church Historian's Office, Salt Lake City, Utah.
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Companies i ncorporate d in Sa l t Lake Count y from 1870 t o 1882,
their date of incorporation , purpo s e , proposed period of exist enc e,

and capital s tock.
1.

Los t

2.

Zion's Cooperat iv e Mercantile I n st itution.

Nov. 18, 1870.

Objects of t lt is instit uti on ar e to estab l ish and carr y

on in Salt Lake City and o th er places as may be de t e rmined, the business of manufacturing and general mer -

chandising . For 25 year s.
Capital stock of $1 , 000,000 div ided in shares of $100
each .
3.

Susquehanna Mining Company.

Feb. 8, 1871.

General mining business in the Territory of Utah, particularly upon cer tain mining g rounds and c laims in Littl e
Co ttonwoo d Mining District , known as the Susquehanna Lode.

25 years.

$300,000 in 3,000 shares of $100 each.

4.

Emma Silver Mining Company of Utah. Fe b . 13, 1871.
General min i ng business in Little Cottonwood Canyon.
25 years . $2,000 , 000 in 20,000 shares of $100 each .

5.

Utah Sme lting and Milling Company. Marc h 24, 1871.
General Mining business in the Te rritory of Utah .
25 years. $3 0 ,000 in 3,000 shares of $100 each.

6.

Si lve r Shield Mining Company .

March 27, 1871.

Genera l mining bu siness.

25 years.

$480,000 in 1 ,600 shar es of $3 00 each .
7.

Eur eka Mining Company of Utah. May 25, 1871 .
General mining bu siness. 25 years.
$500,000 in 5,000 shares of $100 each.

8.

Littl e Cottonwood Mining and Tunne l Company.

May 31, 1871.

General mining business in Little Cottonwood Mining

District, especially th e claims of the Great American
Basin Company . 20 years
$2,000,000 in 40,000 shar es of $50 each .
9.

10.

Wahsatch Mining Company . June 8, 18 71 .
General mining business in Summit County.
$1,000,000 in 10,000 shares of $100 each.
Carter Mining and Mi lling Company of Utah.

25 year s.

June 15, 1871 .

Ge neral mining business in Littl e Cottonwood Canyon.

10 years.

$1,800,000 in 18,000 shares of $100 each.
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11.

Utah Mining and Tunne l Company.

June 21, 1871.

Gene ral mining business in Little Cottonwood Canyon,
es peciall y in the 11 California, " "C o l o rado ," 11 San Jos e ,"
"San Francisco," and any o th e r l o d e s this company may

locate or a cquir e.

25 years .

$2,000,000 in 20 ,0 00 shares of $100 each.
12.

13 .

14.

Uni on Mining Company of Little Cottonwood. June 23, 1871 .
General mining business in Little Cottonwood Mining
Distr ict. 20 years.
$1,000,000 in 10,000 s hares of $100 each.
Mutual Lif'e . and Saving Society of the United States'.
General insurance bu s ines s. 25 years.
$500,000 in 5,000 s har es of $100 each.

June 30, 1871.

Will Shaffer Mining Company of Littl e Cottonwood, Utah.

July 5, 1871 .

General mining business in Little Cottonwood Min ing. ·

District, es pec iall y with th e mining claims known as the
Creek Lode , Silver Lode , Copper Lode, Galena Lode, and
the Powerful Lode. 10 ye ars .
$500,000 in 20,000 shar es of $25 each.
15.

Lost

16.

Utah and California Lumb e r Company. July 17, 1871.
General lumb er bu s iness. 5 years.
$75,000 in 750 shares of $100 each.

17.

Va ll ejo Mining and Tunne l Company.

18.

El y Tunnel and Mining Company.

July 18, 1871.

July 28, 1871 .

General business of mining the pro perty situat e d in

Little Co ttonwoo d Mining District known as the claims and
pro perty of the El y Tunnel Company.
$1,400,000 in 28,000 s har es of $50 each.
19.

0. K. Mining Company of Utah .

July 29, 1871.

General mining business in the Tintic Mining District .

20 years.
20.

$240,000 in 6,000 shares of $40 each.

Chicago Tunnel and Mining Company .

Aug . 3, 1871.

Business of mining a certain tunnel claim ill~ the Littl e
Cottonwood Mining District known as the ChiCago Tunnel.

25 years.
21.

$2,000,000 in 100,000 shares of $20 each.

The Lincoln Tunnel Company.

Aug 12, 1871.

Gene ral mining business, es pe cially to op e rat e a
certa in tunne l claim known as the "Lincoln Tunne l" on

Cherokee Hill in East Canyon, Ophir Min ing District in
Tooele County. 25 years.
$100,000 in 1,000 s har es of $100 each.
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22.

The Emma Hill Tunne l Mining Company.

Aug . 14, 1871.

General busines s of mining--especially for operating a
certain tunne l claim west of Emma Mine in Little Cottonwood Mining District . 20 years.
$500,000 in 10,000 shar e s of $50 each.

23.

The Phenix Tunnel and Mining Company.
General business of mining a
near the Emma Mine in Little
known as the Phenix Tunnel.
$500,000 in 20,000 shares of

Aug. 15, 1871.
certain tunnel claim situated
Cottonwood Mining District,
20 years .
$25 each.

24.

The Bank of Des eret . Se pt. l, 1871.
Object shall be to receive deposits, buy and sell, exchange
and do a gene ral brokerage and banking business. 25 years.
$250,000 in share s of $100 e ach.

25.

The Tintic Mining and Smelting Company. Aug. 4, 1871.
General m1n1ng business. 25 years.
$25,000 in 250 shares of $100 each.

26.

The Lav ina Mining Company . Sept. 9, 1871.
General mining business in Little Cottonwood Mining
District .

$330,000 in 6,600 shar es of $50 each.
27.

The Welch Silver Mining Company of Utah.

Sept. 15, 1871 .

General mining business in Little Cottonwood Mining
District .

$100,000 in 8,000 shares of $12.50 each.
28.

The North Star Mining and Tunnel Company . Sept. ·20, 1871.
General business of mining -- especial l y for working the
lode known as the Hidd~n Hand, and other lodes that this
company may acquire.

$2,000,000 in 20,000 shares of $100 each.
29.

Lost

30.

The Tribune Publishing Company . Sept . 16, 1871.
General printing and publishing business, and especially
to continue the publication of the Daily and Wee kly
Tribunes. 3 years.
$11,000 in ll shar es of $1,000 each .

31.

The Manhatten Tunnel and Mining Company. Nov. 21, 1871.
General mining business, and more particularly the working
of a certain tunnel claim in Little Cottonwood Mining

District known as the Manhattan Tunnel and Mining Company.
25 yea rs . $500,000 in 20,000 shares of $25 each.

32.

The Red Wing Mining Company. Dec. 6, 1871 .
General mining business--especially the working of the
Red Wing Mining Lode in West Tintic Mining District,
Tooele, County.
$2,400 in 2,400 shares of $1 each.
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33.

The Utah Cashmere Goat Company .

De c . 6, 1871 .

To carry on and conduct the business of rearing Cashmere
Goats, and by crossing the same on the common Goat.

10 years.
34.

$6,000 i n shares of $50 each.

The Pioneer Mining and Tunneling Company.

Dec. 12, 1871.

General business of running the "Pioneer Tunnel" mining

claim in the Little Cottonwood Mining District.
25 years. $200,000 in 4,000 shares of $50 each.
35.

The Snow Storm Tunnel and Min i ng Company.

Dec . 12, 1871.

General mining business in the Ophir Mining District.

10 years.

$2,000 in lO shares of $200 each.

36.

Lost

37.

The Gladiator Tunnel and Mining Company . Feb. 14, 1872 .
General business of working the Gladiator Tunnel in the
Little Cottonwood Mining District. 10 years .
$500,000 in 10,000 shares of $50 each.

38.

The Utah Cattle Association .

March 19, 1872.

General business of raising, buying, selling, and slaughter -

ing sheep, hogs, cattle and other stock.
$200,000 in shares of $100 each .
39.

10 years.

Tribune Printing and Publishing Company of Salt Lake City.
9, 1872.

March

General printing and publishing business and to continue

the publication of the Salt Lake Daily and We ek l y Tribune
Newspaper . Initially establis hed for 3 years, but by a
majority vote of the stockhold e rs its existence could be
extended up to a maximum of 20 years.
$30,000 in 300 shares of $100 eac h .
40.

American Bureau of Mining Information for Utah.

March 9, 1872.

Business was to gathe r and disseminate information and
statistics relating to mineral l oca tions and mining

property througho ut Utah; to aid in advancing and develop ing the interests of worthy and legitimate mining ent erprises, and to establish a general office where parties
seeking purchase or sa l e of ground may find facilities.
25 years. $25,000 in 250 shares of $100 each.
41..

Emma Hill Consolidated Mining and Tunnel Company. May 10, 1872.
General business of mining and selling of mines and
mining stocks in Little Cottonwood Mining District.
$400,000 in 20,000 shares of $20 each.

42.

Friction Car Brake Company. May 8, 1872 .
Manufacturing and vending the "Friction Car Brakes" for
use on street and railway cars.
20 years .
$1,000 in 1,000 shares of $1 eac h.
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43.

Salt Lake City Gas Company.

May 25, 1872.

44.

The Utah Silver Mining and Prospecting Company. May 27, 1872.
Business of mining the Lady Emma Tunnel located on Emma
Hill in the Little Cottonwood Mining District.
25 years . $100,000 in 100,000 shares of $1 each.

45.

The Cincinnati and Illinois Tunnel Company of Utah. June 7, 1872.
General mining business in Little Cottonwood Mining
District . 25 years.
$500,000 in 5,000 shares of $100 each.

46.

Stoker Mining Company of Utah.

June 6, 1872.

General mining business.

5 years .

$120,000 in 1,200 shares of $100 each.
47.

The Mount Nebo Mining and Smelting Company of Utah.
General m>n>ng business. 10 years.
$10,000 in 100 shares of $100 each.

48.

Deseret Mining Company .

July 9, 1872.

July 16, 1872.

General mining business--especially to o pe rat e the mines
known as the "Constitution," the "Queen of the West, " and
11
the "Tiger, situated in the Hurdscrabble Mining District,

Morgan County, and also in the "Fallen Tree" Lode in the
Big Cottonwood Mining District . 25 years.
$12,000 in 120 shares of $100 each.
49.

Livingston Mining Company.

July 26, 1872.

General mining business--especially in the "Livi ngst on"

and the "Charles the Twelfth" Lodes in th e Little Cotton wood Mining District. 25 years.
$50,000 in 2,000 shares of $25 each.
50.

Reliance Tunnel and Mining Company.

July 31, 1872.

General mining business in the Cottonwood Mining District.

10 years .
51.

$100 ,000 in 10,000 shares of $10 each.

Anti-Friction and Journal Box and Divided Car Axle Company.
Aug. 5, 1872.
Set up in Salt Lake City and such other places as may
be det e rmined by the board of directors, the business of
selling patent rights for, and manufacturing and selling
anti-friction journal boxes, divided car axles and railroad danger signals.

25 years.

$1,000 in 1,000 shares of $1 each.
52.

Bingham Gold and Silver Mining Company of Utah. Aug. 6, 1872 .
General mining business. 25 years .
$2,000,000 in 20,000 shares of $100 each.

133
53.

Greely Springs Mining Company of Utah. Aug. 7, 1872.
Business of developing and working the North Eureka Mine,
the He brew Chief Mine, the Silver Star Mine, the Warrior
Mine, the Quaker Mine, the United States Mine, and the

Jackson Mine in the Greely Springs Mining Di strict.
20 years. $500,000 in 10,000 shares of $50 each .
54.

California Insurance Company.

Inc orporated in San Francisco,

July 27, 1864; filed in Salt Lake County June 6, 1882 .
Formed under the provisions of an act entitled an Act
to Provide for the Incorporation of Mutual Insurance

Companies passed April 26, 1851 in California.
20 years . $200,000.
54-A

55.

Silver Belt Consolidated Mining and Tunnel Company. Oct. 12, 1872.
General mining business--espeically the Jones and Paddock
Lode, the Jones and Paddock Lode Lumber Company, the
Juniper Lode, the Central Lode, and the Skipper Lode.
5 years. $1,000,000 in 10,000 shares of $100 each .
J. R. Nichols Metallurgical Works.

Oct. 18, 1872.

For establishing and conducting the business of concentrating, amalgamating, smelting, and otherwise chemical l y and

mec hanically treating every mind of minerals and ores and
reducing the same to commerci al products. 25 years.
$2,000,000 in 20,000 shares of $100 each.
56.

Missing

57.

Missing

58 .

The Blue Jacket Mining and Tunnel Company of Utah.
General mining business.

Nov. 6, 1872.

5 years.

$500,000 in 50,000 shares of $10 each.
59.

The Peninsular Tunnel and Mining Company.
General mining business.

Dec . 11, 1872.

25 years.

$2,000,000 in 20,000 s hare s of $100 each.
60.

Cap Wing Gold and Silver Mining Company Limited. Dec. 16, 1872.
General mining business throughout the United States of
America and its Territories and more especially the
Territory of Utah. 25 years.
$100,000 in 5,000 shares of $20 each.

61.

Morning Star Si l ver Mining Company of Utah. Jan. 10 , 1873.
General mining business. 20 years.
$20,000 subscribed at the time articles were filed whi ch
cou ld be incr eased up t o $1,000,000; in 200 shares of
$100 each.

134

62.

Utah Fire-Brick Company .

J an . 30, 1873.

Business of manu f acturing, using, buying, selling, and

dealing in fir e -bricks, fire cement and all kinds of
fire mat eria l s. 10 years.
$30,000 in 1 , 500 shares of $20 each .
63.

Morning Lake Mining Company. Fe b . 8, 1873.
General mining business. 25 years .
$10,000 subscribed at the time articles were filed which
could be increas ed up to $1,000,000; in 100 shares of
$100 e ach .

64.

The Lafaye tte Mining Company of Utah. March 3, 1873.
General mining business . 25 years .
$1,200,000 in 12,000 shares of $100 each.

65 .

The Young America Tunne l Company.

March 10, 1873.

General mining business in Bingham Canyon, West Mountain

Mining District. 25 years .
$500,000 in 10,000 shares of $50 each.
66.

Lightning Tunnel and Mining Company.

March 13, 1873.

Business of mining in and upon the "Lightning Tunnel and

Mining Claim," situated on the Lion Hill in the Ophir
Mining District in Tooele County. 10 years.
$160,000 in 3,200 shares of $50 each .
67.

Missing

68.

Utah Mu t ual Tunnel and Silver Mining Company.
General mining business.

March 29, 1873.

20 years.

$200,000 in 2,000 shar e s of $100 each.
69.

Missing

70 .

Utah Bel cher Gold and Silver Mining Company. April 11, 1873.
General mining business--especially for the working of
the Lincoln Mine, the Eur eka Mine and the California
Tunnel, all situated in th e Little Cottonwood Mining
District. 20 years .
$1,000,000 in 20,000 shares of $50 each .

71.

The Rocky Mountain Smelting Company. April 11, 1873.
General mining business. 25 years.
$1,000,000 in 10,000 s har es of $100 each.

72.

The Far West Mining and Tunne l Company.

April 23, 18 73.

Gene ral mining business -- espec ially in the "Genev ieve,"
tne "Magnolia," the "De lla," and the "Choc taw" lodes and
the tunnel known as the "Far West ." 20 years.

$450,000 in 4,500 shares of $100 each.
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73.

Golden Gate Tunnel and Mining Company. May 1, 1873 .
General mining busine ss in the Golden Gate Tunnel location
in Butterfie ld Canyon in the We st Mountain Mining District.
20 years . $1 , 000,000 in 10,000 shares of $100 each .

74 .

Wachurett Mining and Sme lting Company. June 5, 1873 .
Mining and working the lode known as the Cedar Lode and
the Cedar Tunn e l claim. 20 years.
$2,000,000 in 20,000 shares of $100 each.

75.

Bald Eagle Tunnel and Mining Company . June 17, 1873.
General mining busin e ss in the Bald Eagle location in
Bingham Canyon, We st Mountain Mining District.
20 years. $750,000 in 7,500 shares of $100 each .

75-A

Salt Lake Ice Company .

Missing

76.

Missing

77.

The One ida Silver Mining and Milling Company of Utah. June 30, 1873 .
General mining business. 20 years .
$10 , 000 subscribed at the time articles wer e fi l ed which
could be increased up to $500,000; in 400 shares of $25 eac h .

78.

Richmond and Anaconda Consolidated Mining Company.

79.

Utah Southern Railroad Company.

80.

Bear River Valley Manufacturing, Mining, and Railroad Company .
July 22, 1873. Business shall be to acquire timber land s ,

Missing

July 18, 1873 .

erect sawmil l s, and manufacture and se ll lumber and char coal; mine for sulphur, coa l and other minerals in Summit
County; and build, e quip, and operate a railroad in
connection there with from a point on the Union Pacific
Railroad in Uinta County, Wyoming Territory, with in one
mile of Ti e Side Station, in a sou therly direction int o
Summit County, a distance of 20 miles, to a point at or
near Silver Spring . 25 years.
$1,000,000 in 20,000 shares of $50 each.

81.

Missing

82.

Zions Saving Bank and Trust Company. Aug. 6, 1873 .
To carry on, manage, operate, and conduct a savings bank,
banking business and trust company. 25 years .
$200,000 in 4,000 shar es of $50 each .

83.

Ophir Hill Mining Company of Utah.

Aug. 11, 1873.

General mining business. 20 years .
~320 subscribed at the time articles were filed which

cou ld be increased to $2,000,000; in 32 shares of $10 each.
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84.

Keystone Mining Company.

Aug . 13, 1873.

General mining business.

25 years .

$100,000 in 2,000 s hares of $50 each.
85.

Miss ing

86.

The Osborn Mining Company of Utah . Aug. 27, 1873 .
General mining business--especially in the American Fork
Mining District and in the section of country known as
"Mineral Flat ~ " 25 years.

$250 , 000 in 2,500 shares of $100 each .
87 .

Salt Lake Theatre Corporation. Aug. 28, 1873.
To own and operate a theater within Salt Lake City.
25 years. $120,000 in 1,200 shares of $100 each.

88.

Missing

89.

Missing

90 .

Missing

91.

Sultan Mining Company of Utah. Oct . 22, 1873.
General mining business. 25 years.
$250,000 in 10,000 shares of $25 each .

92.

The Orl eans Silver Mining and Tunn e l Company of Utah.
General mining business. 5-25 years.
$250,000 in 25,000 s hares of $10 each.

93.

Desere t Mining Stock Assoc iati on .

Dec. 10, 1873 .

Dec. 12, 1873.

To transact a general mining stock business in Salt Lake

City. 10 years.
$25,000 in shares of $1 00 e ach.
94 .

The Enterprise Gold and Silver Tunnel and Mining Company of Utah.
Oct . 29, 1873. Genera l mining business in the Ent erprise
Mine and Tunnel location situated in Little Cottonwood
Mining District. 25 years.
$1,000,000 in 50,000 shares of $25 each.

95.

Oquirrh Silver Mining Company of Utah . April 7, 1874.
Business of working and developing the mines found in the
Nabob, Seaman, Whal e , Kissum, George B. McCl e llan,
Kingsburry, and Orleans mine and tunnel locations situated

in the West Mountain Mining District. 25 years.
$950,000 in 9 ,5 00 shares of $100 each.
96.

Indian Sil ver and Gold Mining Company. Feb . 6, 1874.
General mining business in the State of Nevada and the
Territory of Utah . 25 ye ars.
$100,000 in 2,000 shares of $50 each.
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97 .

Wide Wes t Mining and Sme lting C o~pa~y of Utah.

Feb. 14, 1874.

General mining business in the West Mountain ~ining

District. 25 years.
$5,000 subscribed at the time articles were filed which
could be increas ed to $2 00,000; in 100 shares of $50 each.
98.

Buckhorn Silver Mining Company . Fe b. 9, 1874.
General mining busin ess. 25 years.
$100,000 in 10 , 000 shares of $10 each .

99.

Ophir City Mining Company. March 12, 1874 .
General minin g busine ss. 20 years.
$100,000 in 4,000 shares of $25 each .

100.

Bingham Toll Road Company. Feb. 26, 1874.
To establish, maintai9, and conduct a toll road from the
present western terminus of the Camp Floyd and Bingham
Canyon Railroad, up main Bingham Ganson and Carr and Bear
Forks of the canyon. 5 years.
$6,000 in 300 shares of $20 eac h.

101.

The Workingmens Co-operative Association. March 25, 1874.
To establish and carry on in Salt Lake City and other
places deemed necessary the business of manu~acturing
boots and sho e s, and dealing in leather products.
25 years. $10,000 in 1,000 shares of $10 each.

102 .

Diamond Cross Mining Company.

May 5, 1874.

General mining business.

25 years.

$300,000 in 3,000 shares of $100 each.
103.

Fairview Coal Mining and Coke Company.

June 30, 1874 .

General coal mining business in San Pe t e County.

20 years . $1,000,000 in 20,000 shares of $50 each.
104.

General Logan Mining Company.

May, 1884.

Articles missing .

104"A. Galena Saiver Mining Company of Utah.
General mining business.

May 13, 1874.

25 years.

$2,000,000 in 80,000 shares of $25 each.
105.

Winona Tunnel Company. June 20, 1874.
General mining business . 25 years .
$30,000 in 3,000 shares of $10 each.

106.

The Congregational Society of Salt Lake City. July 2, 1874.
To receive in trust for the ·nse and benefit of this church
the title to all prperty hereto or here aft er to be
acquired . 25 years. $500 in 500 shares of $1 each.

107 .

He rald Printing and Publishing Company. July 3, 1874 .
General printing and publishing business.
25 years. $50,000 in 500 shares of $100 each.
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108 .

Utah Chemical Company .

J uly 16 , 1874.

Business o f importing and manufacturing drug s and chemi-

cal merchandise. 20 year s.
$25,000 in 1,250 share s of $20 each.
109 .

Una Silver Mining and Tunne l Company . Aug . 29, 1874.
General mining busin e s s. 25 years .
$56,000 in 5,600 shar es of $10 each .

110 .

The Evergreen Consolidat ed Mining and Tunnel Company. Aug. 31, 1874.
General mining bu s in e ss--particularly in the following
names claims: The Eve rgre en Lode, and the Our Evergr een
Lode, in th e Big Co ttonwood Mining District; also Our
Evergreen Lod e #2, The Ivy Green Lode 1 & 2, The Our
Eve rgreen Tunne l l ocation, and The Our Evergreen Mill
Site . 25 ye ars. $1,000,000 in 40,000 shares of $25 each.

111.

Soda Springs Sulphur Mining Company. Oct. 14, 1874.
General sulphur mining busine ss. 25 years.
$600,000 in 6,000 shar e s of $100 each.

112.

Eighth Ward Industrial Society of Salt Lake City. Dec. 29, 1874.
Business of furri ery hatting and general merchandising .
25 years . $2,000 in 200 shares of $10 each.

113 .

Evergreen Mining Association. Dec . 29, 1874.
Business of operating the Eve rgreen Mine in Lit t l e Cottonwood Canyon. 25 year s .
$90,000 in 9,000 share s of $10 each.

114.

The Unit ed Order Nineteenth Ward of Sa lt Lake City .

Jan. 4, 1875.

The objects of thi s corporation are for mining, manufacturing, commercial, and o ther industrial pursuits,
and the constructiOn and ope ration of wagon roads, irrigation ditche s, and the c o loni z ation and improvement of

lands, and for e stablishing and maintaining coll eges,
seminari e s, churches , librari e s e tc.

25 years .

$50,000 in 2,000 shar es of $25 each.
115.

Salt Lake City Iron Works.

Jan. 7, 1875.

Business of running an iron foundry and machine shop.

25 years.
116.

$25,000 in 500 shares of $50 each.

Mine rs Protective To ll Road Company of Utah.

Jan . 15, 1875.

To establish, build, maintain and operat e a wagon and

toll road in and through Little and Big Cottonwood Canyons
and to cross th e div ide between said canyons or in, through,
or across any part or portion of said canyon or divide.

10 years.
117.

$10,000 in 500 shar e s of $20 each.

Utah Fon<arding Company.

Jan. 21, 1875.

General forwarding, commission and trading busines s .

10 years.

$4,000 in 400 share s of $100 each.
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118.

United Order of Tailors. Fe b. 2, 1875.
General merchant tailors and outfitting trade.
25 years. $10,000 in 1,000 shares of $10 each.

119.

The United Order of Big Co tt onwood Ward .

March 3, 1875.

For mining, manufacturing, commercial, and other industrial
pursuits, and the construction and operation of wagon
roads, irrigation ditches, and the colonization and im-

provement of lands, and for estab lishing and maintaining
colleges, seminaries, c hurches, etc.

25 years.

$5,000 in 1,000 shares of $5 each.
120 .

The Summit and Red Bird Consolidated Mining Company Limited.
March 30, 1875. General mining business. 25 years.
$120,000 in 12,000 shares of $10 each.

121.

South Cottonwood Co-operative Mercantile Institution. May 22, 1875 .
General trade in a ll kinds of merchandise, products,
manufactures and commod ities, in the South Cottonwood

Precinct. 25 years.
$5,000 in 100 s har es of $5 each .
122.

Black Warrior Silver Mining Company .
General mining business.

June 1, 1875.
25 years.

$500,000 in 5,000 shares of $100 each.
123.

The Castle Valley Coal and Mining Company.
General mining business.

July 16, 1875.

25 years.

$2,000,000 in 20,000 shares of $100 e ac h .
124.

Jordan Mining and Smelting Company.
General mining business.

July 28, 1875.
25 year s .

$2,000,000 in 80,000 shares of $25 each.
125.

The Lion Tunnel and Mining Company .
General mining business.

Oct. 1, 1875.
25 years.

$600,000 in 30,000 shares of $20 each.
126 .

Eur eka Hill Mining Company.

Nov. 12, 1875.

General mining business.

25 years.

$1,000,000 in 10,000 shar es of $100 each.
127.

Virginia Consolidated Mining Company of Utah. Nov. 17, 1875.
General mining business. 25 ye ars.
$1,000,000 in 10,000 shares of $100 each.

128.

The Mail Printing and Publishing Company of Utah. Dec. 7, 1875.
General printing and publishing business.
20 years. $6,000 in 300 s hares of $20 each.
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129.

Sandy Milling Company.

Dec. 18, 1875.

Ge nera l mining business.

$150,000 in 1 , 500 shar es of $100 each.
130.

Union Mining Company of Utah.

Jan. 27, 1876.

General mining business in Ophir Mining District in

Tooele County . 25 years.
$100,000 in 10,000 shares of $10 each.
131 .

Cen tral Smelting Company. March 2, 1876.
General mining business.
$300,000 in 3,000 shares of $100 each.

132.

Utah Coal Mining and Coke Company . Aug . 12 , 1876 .
Min ing business in San Pe te County . 25 years.
$1,000 , 000 in 20,000 shares of $50 each.

133.

Utah Skandinav Association. Aug. 26, 1874.
To carry on the business of printing and publishing
genera lly , and for t he purpose of publi shing a news pap er
to be named the "Ut ah Skandinav . "

25 years .
134.

$2 ,000 in 200 shar es of $10 each .

The United Order of West Jordan, Salt Lake County.

June 19, 1876 .

For manufacturing, commerc ial and other industrial pur-

suits . 25 years.
$20,000 in 800 s har es of $25 each.
135.

Consolidated Argenta Mining Company.
General mining business.

Se pt . 30, 1876.
20 years.

$2,000,000 in 20,000 s hares of $100 each.
136.

Saginaw Mining Company.

Dec . 9, 1876.

General mining business .

$200,000 in 1 ,600 shares of $125 each .
137.

The South Star Mining Company .
Ge neral

m~nlng

Dec . 11 , 1876.

business.

10 ye ars .

$50,000 in 500 shares of $100 each.
138.

Mingo Furnace Company of Utah .

Dec . 22 , 1876.

General minin g business.

20 years.

$360 subscribed at t he time articles were filed which
could be increased up to $2,000,000; in 36 shares of $10
each.

139 .

Alta Conso lidat ed Mining Company. Dec . 30, 1876.
General mining business. 10 years .
$500,000 in 5,000 s har es of $100 each .

141
140.

Pacific Mining and Manufacturing Company of Utah .
Genera l mining business.

Jan . 4, 1877 .

25 years.

$600 subscribed at the time artic l es were fil ed whic h
could be increased up t o $10,000,000; in 12 shares of
$50 each.
141.

The Old Telegraph Mining and Smelting Company of Utah .
Gene r al mining business. 10 years.
$200,000 in 2,000 shares of $100 e ach.

142.

Pleasant Valley Coal and Coke Company.

J an . 17, 1877.

July 8, 1877.

General mining and manufacturi ng business.

20 years .
143.

$150,000 in 15,000 shares of $10 each .

Germania Smelting and Re fining Company.
General mining business .

March 17, 187 7.

25 years.

$100,000 in 1,000 shares of $100 each .
144.

Old J ordan Mining and Smelting Company of Utah .
General mining business. 20 year s .
$175,000 in 35,000 shares of $5 each.

April 16, 1877.

145.

Unit ed Co-operative Mercantil e Institution. April 20, 1877.
General merchandising business in We st Jordan Precinct,
Salt Lake County. 25 years.
$10,000 in 400 shares of $25 each.

146 .

Frisco Smelting Company.

May 26, 1877.

General mining business.

20 years.

$12,000 subscribed at th e time articl es were f il ed which
could be increased up t o $60,000; in 12 shares of $100
each .

147 .

Royal Tunnel and Mining Company.
General mining business.

Se pt . 20, 1877.
25 years .

$10,000,000 in 100,000 shar es of $100 each.
148 .

The Deser e t Tanning and Manufacturing Association. Oct . 3, 1877.
Business of tanning and currying l eather and other
manufactur es connectEd therewith.

25 years.

$25,000 in 5,000 shares of $5 eac h .
149.

The Silver Reef Conso lidat ed Mining Company. Nov. 5, 1877.
General mining business . 25 years.
$1,000,000 i n 100,000 shares of $10 each.

150.

Ontario Hill Mining Company .

Dec . 31, 1877.

General mining business.

25 ye ars .

$1,000,000 in 100,000 shares ot $10 each .
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151.

Little Cottonwood Wagon Road and Toll Company of Utah. Jan. 14, 1878.
To establish and operate a wagon and toll road in Salt
Lake County which wi ll commence at the eas t side of
Grisley Platt, run easterly about 5 miles to Tw in Lakes
in Little Cottonwood Canyon. 20 years.
$2,000 in 80 shares of $25 each.

152.

Granite Ward, Road, Reservoir and Lumbering Company.

May 6, 1878.

To carry on and conduct the business of making roads,
reservoirs, and lumbering in the Territory of Utah.

15 years.

$3,000 in 120 shares of $25 each.

153 .

East Jordan Irrigati on Company. May 8, 1878 .
To construct and operate a canal extending from the Jordan
Dam in a northerly direction on the east side of th e
Jordan River to a point near Salt Lake City. The purpose
of this canal shall be to direct a portion of the waters
of the Jordan River to be appropriated, used, disposed of,
sold and distributed .
$200,000 in shares of $25 each.

154.

Empire Mining and Milling Company of Utah.

May 28, 1878.

General mining business in the Uintah Mining District,

Summit County. 25 years.
$1,000,000 in 100,000 shares of $10 each.
155.

Walker Coal Mining and Coke Company.

Aug. 26, 1878.

Ge neral coal mining business.

25 years.

$1,000,000 in 20,000 shares of $50 each.
156.

Salt Lake Dt±ving Park Association. June 19, 1878.
To procure suitable grounds and improvements for the
purpose of trotting racing and pleasure driving under the

management of a r egular association conforming to the
rules and regulations now generally observed in the

United States for promoting trotting racing.
25 years. $2,500 in 100 shares of $25 each.
157.

The Salt Lake Academy.

July 9, 1878 .

To establish and conduct an institution of learning on

the academic and collegiate plain.
158.

First Presbyterian Church of Salt Lake City.

159.

Grand Gulch Consolidated Copper Company.
General mining business.

25 years.
Sept . 2, 1878.

Sept. 14, 1878.

25 years.

$600,000 in 60,000 shares of $10 each.
160.

Stewart Mining Company.

Dec. 16, 1878 .

General mining business.

25 years.

$6,000,000 in 60,000 shares of $100 each.
161.

The Horn Silver Mining Company. Feb . 20, 1879.
General mining business. 25 years.
$10,000,000 in 400,000 shares of $25 each.
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162.

American Mining Company.

March 19, 1877.

General mining business in the Territories of Idaho,

Utah, and Nevada. 50 years.
$500,000 in 100 ,000 shares of $5 each.
163.

The Snake River Placer Gold Mining Company.

March 8, 1879.

General mining business in the Idaho Te rritory.

20 years. $70,000 subscribed at the time articles were
files whi ch could be increased up to $140,000; in 700
shares of $100 each.
164.

Maxfield Mining Company . March 15, 1879.
General mining business. 25 years.
$1,000,000 in 10,000 shares of $100 each.

165.

Emily Silver Mining Company. March 28, 1879.
General mining business. 25 years .
$300,000 in 60,000 sha r es of $5 each.

166.

Oregon Silver Mining Company.
Mah 19, 1879.
General mining business. 25 years .
$1,000,000 in 100,000 shares of $10 each.

167 .

Bonanza Toll Road Company.

168.

Crandall Typewriter Company.

Missing
June 14, 1879.

Manufacturing and vending a writing machine to be known

as the Crandall Typewriter. 25 years.
$250,000 in 100,000 shares of $2 . 50 each.
169.

Sunbeam Mining Compnay. June 14, 1879.
General mining business. 25 years.
$20,000 subscribed at the time articles were filed which
could be increased up to $10,000,000; in 200 shares
of $100 each.

170 .

St. Marks Hospital. June 14, 1879.
Car rying on the general business of a hospital.
25 years. $10,000 in 100 shares of $100 each.

171.

Free Silver Mining Company of Utah. June 19, 1879 .
Business of mining in the following lodes and claims:
"Free Silver Mine," "Ontario Bonanza," and "Ontario Number
T~'lO,

11

situated in the Blue Ledge Mining District, Was a. tch

County. 25 years.
$100,000 in 100,000 shares of $1 each.
172 .

Wasatch Marble and Mining Company. June 21, 1879.
For the purpose of owning a marble quarry, and of quarrying, sawing and preparing marble for market in Snake
Creek, Wasatch County, and for vending the same i n Salt
Lake City, and also for the purpose of owning and working
silver and othe r mines in Snake Creek and other places.
25 years. $250,000 in 250,000 shares of $1 each.
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173.

Wisconsin Gold Mining Company. July 21, 1879.
General mining business. 25 years.
$2,500,000 in 100 ,000 shares of $25 each.

173~A

Deseret Telegraph Company.

Bonds.

June 23, 1879.

174.

Escondeda Consolidated Gold Mining Company. July 21, 1879.
General mining business. 25 years.
$1,000,000 in 100,000 shares of $100 each.

175.

Bevan Mining Company.

July 29, 1879 .

General mining business.

25 years.

$10,000,000 in 100,000 s hares of $100 each.
176.

Alta Consolidated Mining and Tunnel Company of Utah.
July 29, 1879 . General mining business.
25 years. $900,000 in 90,000 shares of $10 each.

177.

The Joab Lawrenc e Company. Aug. 7, 1879.
General mining business. 25 years.
$10,000 subscribed at the time articles were filed which
could be increased up to $10,000,000; in 100 shares of
$100 each.

178.

Hampton Gold and Silver Mining Company. Aug . 11, 1879.
G~eral mining business.
25 years.
$3,000~000 in 30,000 shares of $100 each.

179.

The Homestake Mining Company of Utah.

Aug. 20, 1879.

General mining business in Wasatch, Summit and Salt Lake

Counties. 25 years.
$500,000 in 100,000 shares of $5 each.
180.

Park Telegraph Company. Aug . 30, 1879.
For the purpose of owning, ho lding, and working lines of
telegraph in the Territory of Utah . The general route of
the principal line of telegraph shall be fron Salt Lake
City to the mouth of Parley Park Canyon, thence up said
canyon by the most practicable route to the summit of
the divide between Summit and Salt Lake Counties, and
from thence to Park City in the County of Summit. Principal offices to be fn Salt Lake City and Park City and
branches may be extended from these points. 50 years .
$5,000 in 100 shares of $50 each.

181 .

The Jones Silver Mining Company. Sept. 8, 1879.
General mining business. 25 years.
$1,000,000 in 100,000 shares of $10 each.

182.

Frisco Mining and Smelting Company.
General mining business.

Se pt. 10, 1879.
25 years.

$2,000,000 in 80,000 shares of $25 each.
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183.

Sampson Mining Company. Sept. 3, 1879.
General mining business. 25 years.
$1,000,000 in 100,000 shares of $10 each.

184.

Agricultural Park Irri gation Company. Sept. 17, 1879.
Business of building dams, cana l s, gates , l ocks, f lumes,
ditches, irr .~gating land and manufac turing .
25 years . $3,000 in 600 shares of $5 each.

185.

Salt Lake Foundry and Machine Company. Sept. 29, 1879 .
General machine and foundry business. 25 years.
$2,000 in 200 shares of $10 each .

186.

Imp eria l Mining, Milling, and Smelting Company of Big Cottonwood.
Sept. 30, 1879 .
General mining business . 25 years.
$1,000,000 in 100,000 shares of $10 each.

187.

The Fairview Mining Company. Oct. 30, 1879 .
Business of mining at the Fairview mine, situated in
Uintah Mining District, Summit County. 25 years.
$10,000,000 in 100,000 shares of $100 each.

188.

Salt Lake Dramatic Association.
Articles missing.

189.

Essex Gold and Silver Mining Company. Nov. 12, 1879.
General mining business. 20 years.
$280 subscribed at the time articles were fi l ed which
could be increased up to $2,000 ,000; in 28 shares of
$10 each.

190.

The Pittsburgh Morgan Mining and Smelting Company. Oct. 8, 1879.
General mining business and to acquire and hold the
Pitt sburgh and War Eagle mining claims in American Fork
Mining District in Utah County. 5 years.
$300,000 in 30,000 shar es of $10 each.

191.

The Mineral Point Consolidated Mining Company. Nov. 15, 1879.
General mining business. 25 years.
$1,000,000 in 100,000 shares of $100 each.

192.

The Superior Gold and Silver Mining Company.

Nov. 1, 1879.

General mining business.

Nov. 17, 1879.

25 years.

$10,000,000 in 100,000 shares of $100 each,
193 .

The Norway Iron Mining and Manufacturing Company of Utah. Nov. 19,
1879. General mining business in Mill Creek Mining Dis trict, Morgan County. 25 years.
$1,000,000 subscribed a t the time articles were filed which
coul d be increased to $5,000,000; in 100,000 shares of
$10 each.
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194.

Little Giant Mining and Milling Company of Utah. Nov. 3, 1879.
General mining business. 25 years.
$2,500,000 in 100,000 shares of $25 each.

195.

Silver Mountain Mining Company. Nov. 21, 1879.
General mining business. 25 years.
$10,000,000 in 100,000 shares of $100 each.

196.

Wood River Gold and Silver Mining Company. Dec. 3, 1879.
General mining business in the Territory of Idaho.
25 years. $2,500,000 in 100,000 shares of $25 each.

197.

East Park Silver Mining Company.

Dec. 5, 1879.

Business of mining in the "Welcome Strange r, .. "Sunday,"
''Whitford," "Lena, 11 and "Spread Eag le," mining c laims in

Blue Ledge Mining District, Wasatch County.
$10,000,000 in 100,000 shares of $100 each.

20 years.

198.

The Park City Mining Company of Utah Ter ritory. Dec. 6, 1879.
General mining business. 25 years.
$10,000,000 in 100,000 shares of $100 each.

199.

Sampson Silver Mining Company. Nov. 18, 1879.
General mining busin ess . 25 years.
$10,000,000 in 100,000 shares of $100 each.

200.

Empire Mining Company of Utah.

Nov. 18, 1879 .

General mining business.

25 years.

$10,000,000 in 100,000 shar es of $100 each.
20 1.

Wilson and Barratt Mining Company.

Dec. 6, 1879.

General mining business--especially in the "Wilson and
Barratt" mine, in the Blue Ledge Mining Di stric t, Wasatch

County. 25 years.
$500,000 in 50,000 s hares of $10 each.
202.

Richmond and Teresa Mining Company. Dec. 8, 1879.
General mining business--especially to purchase the
Richmond and Ter esa mines in Big Cottonwood Mining District. 25 years. $500,000 in 50,000 shares of $10 each.

203.

Oquirrh Gold Mining and Milling Company. Dec. 24, 1879.
General mining business. 25 years.
$10,000,000 in 200,000 shares of $50 each.

204.

Lucky Boy Mining and Milling Company of Utah.
Ge neral mining business.

Dec. 2, 1879.

25 years.

$10,000,000 in 100,000 shares of $100 each.
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205.

Old Evergre en Mining and Tunnel Company. Jan. 1, 1880 .
General mining bus iness. 25 years.
$10,000,000 in 100,000 shares of $100 each.

206.

Ontario Hill Silver Mining Company. Jan. 8, 1880.
General mining business in Blue Ledge Mining District,
Wasatch County. 25 years.
$1,000,000 in 100,000 shares of $10 each.

207.

Utah Silk Association. Jan. 17, 1880.
To promote the cultivation of sil~ worms adapted to the
climate of Utah, to manufacture sil~ from the raw material,
to engage in the business of buying and selling or otherwise disposing of all silk products; to buy, sell and
distribute the silk worm egg; to encourage the growth of
the best varieties of mulberry trees and also to own and
operate a silk factory of factories, and do all other
business connected therewi th. 25 years.
$10,000 in 1,000 shares of $10 each.

208.

The Harriet Mining and Milling ' :Company of Bingham. Jan. 19, 1880.
General mining business. 25 years.
$7,500,000 in 150,000 shares of $50 each.

209.

Utah Contract Company . Jan. 10, 1880.
To contract for and execute either or all of the work of
locating, grading, bridging, tieing, ironing and equipping
steam, hors e or other railways; laying out and constructing
wagon roads, canals, r eservoirs, aqueducts, darns, tanks,

etc.; laying out and grading streets, side walks, parade
grounds, and rac e tracks; excavating for building foundations, cellars, drains, e tc:; and for every and all other

kinds of work whatever r equiring the removal of earth,
gravel, cement, stone, etc.

25 years.

$100,000 in shar es of $100 each.
210.

Silver Bar Mining Company.

Jan. 26, 1880.

General mining business in the Uintah Mining District,

Summit County. 25 years.
$10,000,000 in 100,000 shares of $100 each.
211.

Ba rrios Consolidated Mining Company. Feb. 14, 1880.
General mining business. 25 years.
$l,ooo;ooo in 100,000 shares of $10 each.

212.

The Hamlin Mining Company of Bingham Utah. March 1, 1880.
General mining bu s iness in Sa lt Lake County.
50 years. $10,000,000 in 100,000 shares of $100 each.

213.

Alturas Gold and Silver Mining Company.

March 1, 1880.

General mining business in the "Sunnyside ," the "Scorpion,"

and the "Last Chanc e " mines in Mineral Hill Mining

District, Alturas County, Territory of Idaho .
25 years. $2,500,000 in 100,000 in shares of $25 each.
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214 .

Mineral Point Consolidat ed Mining and Mi ll i ng Company.
1880. Gene ral mining business . 25 years .
$10,000,000 in 200,000 shares of $50 eac h.

215 .

Alice Gold and Silver Mining Company. March 16, 1880.
Gene ral mining business in the Utah, Idaho, and Montana
Territories. 50 years.
$10,000,000 i.n 400,000 s hares of $25 each.

216.

Metropolitan Ladi es Furnishing Stor e. March 19, 1880.
General merchandising business in Salt Lake City.
10 years. $50,000 in shar es of $25 each.

217.

Romeo Consolidat ed Mining Company. March 20, 1880.
General mining business in the Juliet, Rome o, Augustus,
and Summit mines in the Blue Ledge Mining Dis trict,
Wasat ch County. 25 years.
$10 ,000,000 in 100,000 shares of $100 each.

218 .

Park Consolidated Mining Company .
General mining business.

March 9,

April 2, 1880.
50 years .

$1,000,000 in 100,000 shares of $10 each.
219.

Ho oper Silver Mining and Milling Company. April 3, 1880.
General mining business. 50 ye ars.
$10,000,000 in 100,000 shares of $100 each.

220 .

Old Jordan Mining and Milling Company. April 26, 1880.
General mining business. 50 years.
$10,000,000 i n 100,000 shares of $100 each .

221.

The Live Pin e Consolidated Mining Company.
Ge ne ral mining bu siness .

April 28 , 1880.

25 ye ars.

$1,000,000 in 100,000 shares of $10 each.
222.

Summit Mining Company .

May 3, 1880.

Ge neral mining business .

50 years.

$2,000,000 in 200,000 s hares of $10 each.
223.

Hud son Mining Company. May 18, 1880.
General mining business . 25 years.
$2,000,000 in 200,000 shares of $10 each.

224.

Hopewell Mining and Milling Company.

May 18, 1880 .

General mining business in the Sulu Levant, Noonday,

Tu lar e, and Major mines situated in Carr Fork, Bingham
Canyon . 50 years.
$2,000,000 in 200,000 s har es of $10 each.
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225.

Wasatch Marble Company of Utah .

May 21, 1880.

To quarry, manufacture and vend marble in various forms
from quarry claims, and to mine in the "Wasatch Copper
Mine" in the Snake Creek Mining Distric t .

50 years .

$3,000,000 in 300,000 shar es of $10 each .

226.

Snake Cre ek Gold and Silver Mining Company of Utah.
Ge neral mining business . 50 years.
$3,000,000 in 300,000 shares of $10 each .

22 7.

Oriental Mining and Milling Company of Utah. May 21, 1880 .
General mining business. 25 years.

May 25, 1880.

$3,000,000 in 150,000 s hare s of $20 each.
228.

Jupit er Mining and Smelting Company. May 31, 1880 .
General mining business. 50 ye ars.
$2,500,000 in 250,000 shares of $10 each.

229.

Golden King Mining Company.

230.

Utah Marble and Mining Company . June 5, 1880.
General mining and quarrying business . 50 years.
$3,000,000 in 300,000 shar es of $10 each.

231.

Dupont Silver Mining Company .

Missing

June 7, 1880.
50 years.
$3,000,000 in 300,000 shares of $10 each.

General mining busine ss.

232.

Uintah Mining Company.

12, 1880 .
25 years.
$'2,000,000 in 200,000 s hare s of $10 each.
June

\ Ge neral mining business.

233.

Mt. Baldy Gold and Silve r Mining Company.
Ge ne ral mining bus iness .

June 14, 1880.

50 ye ars.

'$600,000 in 100,000 shares of $6 each.
234.

New Bedford Silver Mining Company of Utah. June 18, 1880.
General mining business. 50 years.
$7,500,000 in 150,000 shares of $50 each.

235 .

The Albion Mining ~ Company of Salt Lake City , Utah .
General mining business. 50 years.
$2,5oo;opo in 250,000 shares of $10 each.

236.

The Bou l der Mining Company. June 26, 1880.
General mining business. 25 years .
$10,000,000 in 100 , 000 shares of $100 each.

237.

Stanley Con so l idated Mining Company. June 28, 1880.
General mining business. 50 years.
$1,000,000 in 100,000 shares of $10 each.

June 28, 1880.
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238.

Sole Lea the r Conso lidat ed Mining Company. July 3, 1880 .
General mining busine ss . 50 years.
$1 ,000,000 in 100,000 share s of $10 each .

239.

The Royal Mining Company of Utah . July 8, 1880 .
General mining business. 50 years.
$5 ,000,000 in 500,000 shares of $10 each.

240.

Black Diamond Coa l and Coke Company. July 12, 1880.
General coal mining business. 50 years.
$1,000,000 in 200,000 shares of $5 each.

241.

Bullionville Smelting Company . July 27, 1880.
General mining business. 25 year s.
$1,000 , 000 in 40,000 shar es of $25 each.

242 .

Te legraph Mining Company . Se pt. 3, 1880 .
General mining bus iness. 25 years.
$2,500,000 in 100,000 shares of $25 each.

243.

The Dese r e t News Company. Se pt. 3, 1880 .
General printing and publishing business.
$100,000 in 1 ,000 shar es of $100 each.

50 years .

244.

Prince of Wales Consolidated Gold and Silver Mining Company.
Sept . 7, 1880. General mining business.
25 years. $1,000,000 in 100,000 shares of $10 each.

245.

Utah and Salt Lake Canal Company.

Oct. 2, 1880 .

The final completion, ope ra tion and maintainanc e o f th e

Utah and Salt La ke Cana l located in Wes t Jordan Irrigation District . 50 years.
$250 ,000 in 10,000 shares of $25 each .
246.

Home Coa l Company.

Oct. 8, 1880.

General coa l min ing business.

50 years.

"$250,000 in 25,000 shares of $10 each .
247.

Clara Mining Company.

Oct. 8, 1880.

General mining business .

50 years.

$1,000,000 in 100,000 s har es of $10 each.
248.

The Deer Creek Mining Company.

Oct. 17, 1880.

General mining business.

50 years.

$1,250,000 i n 250,000 shares of $5 each.
249.

Mexican Mining Company . Nov . 6, 1880 .
General mining business. 25 years .
$1,000,000 in 100 ,000 shar es of $10 each.

250.

The Golden Trea sure Mining Company . Nov. 6, 1880 .
General mining business. 50 years .
$32,000 in 3,200 shares of $10 each.
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251.

Salt Lake Power, Light, and Heating Company.

Nov. 8, 1880.

General power and heating business.

50 years.
252 .

$50,000 in 500 shar es of $100 each.

North Jordan Irrigation Company.

Nov . 10, 1880 .

Business shall be the widening, expanding, and main -

taining of the North Jordan Canal, located in North
Jordan Irrigation Di strict in Salt Lake County.
50 years. $100,000 in 4,000 shares of $25 each.
253.

Ornament Gold and Silver Mining Company .
General mining business.

Nov. 15, 1880.

20 years.

$10,000,000 in 100,000 shares of $100 eac h.
254.

South Jordan Canal Company. Oct. 30, 1880 .
Business sha ll be the final completion, operation and
maintenanc e of the South Jordan Canal, located in South
J ordan Irrigation District, Salt Lake County, now partially
completed and in operation, and to convey through said
canal a portion of water of the Jordan River and said
water to be disposed of, sold, distributed and used
annually under the direction and supervision of this
association for irr.l ;gating and culinary purposes , and to
this end the said association shall construct and main t ain
all necessary dams, headgates, flumes, conduits, pipes

or any other and different means which may be found
necessary and in the interest of the association to
facilitate, control, regulate, and distribut e said water
within said South Jordan District as it now exists or

hereafter may be altered. 50 years.
$150,000 in 60,000 shares of $2.50 each.
255.

Moulton Mining Company.

Dec. 2, 1880.

General mining business in the Utah, Idaho, and Mont ana
Territories. 50 years.

$10,000,000 in 400,000 shares of $25 each.
256.

Tiewaukee Gold and Silver Mining Company. Nov. 25, 1880.
General mining business. 50 years.
$2,500,000 in 100,000 shares of $25 each.

257.

Marysvale Gold and Silver Mining Company. Dec. 14, 1880.
General mining business. 50 years.
$1,000,000 in 100,000 shares of $10 each.

258.

Elk Mountain Silver Mining Company. Dec . 17, 1880.
General mining business. 25 years.
$2,500,000 in 100,000 shares of $25 each.

259.

Coventry Mining and Milling Company.
General mining business.

Dec. 18, 1880.
20 years .

$1,000,000 in 100,000 shares of $10 each .
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260 .

Excelsior Iron Company .

Jan. 8, 1881.

Iron mining and pig iron manufacturing business.

50 years.

$100 ,000 in 20,000 shares of $5 each.

261.

Godiva Mining Company. Jan. 12, 1881.
General mining business. 50 years.
$500,000 in 5,000 shares of $100 each.

262.

Ohio Consolidated Gold and Sllver Mining Company. Jan. 18, 1881.
General mining business in the Utah and Idaho Territo r ies .
25 years. $10,000,000 in 100,000 shares of $100 ea ch.

263.

The Comstock Mining Company. Jan . 19, 1881.
General mining business. 50 years.
$2,000,000 in 200,000 shares of $10 each.

~-

264.

Re bellion Silver Mining Company. J an. 26, 1881.
General mining business. 25 years.
$20,000,000 in 200,000 shares of $100 each .

265.

South Galena Consolidated Mining Company. Jan. 27, 1881.
General mining business. 50 years.
$1,000,000 in 100,000 shares of $10 each.

266.

Silver Belt Mining Company. Jan. 28, 1881.
General mining business. 25 years.
$2,500,000 in 250,000 shares of $10 each.

267.

The Board of Direct ors of the University of Utah.

Feb. 4, 1881.

For the purp ose of es tablishing, owning, conducting, and

controlling in the County of Salt Lake and Territory of
Utah, an educational, sc i entific, and literary institution, under the auspices of the Methodist Episcopal
Church, and pecuniary profit not being our ohject.
50 years.
268.

Mammoth Mining Company.

Feb. 4, 1881.

General mining business.

25 years.

$10,000,000 in 400,000 shares of $25 each.
269.

The Montrea l Mining Company. Fe b. 9, 1881.
General mining business. 50 years.
$1,000,000 in 100,000 shares of $10 each.

270.

The American Antimony Company. Feb. 21, 1881.
General mining business. 50 years.
$2,000,000 in 200,000 shares of $10 each .

271.

Crown Point Gold and Silver Mining Company. March 3, 1881.
General mining business. 25 years.
$1,000,000 in 100,000 shares of $10 each.
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272 .

The Pr esbyte ry of Utah.

Mar ch 24, 1881.

Obj e cts ar e r e lig i ous , s ocial, and e ducatio nal, and not

f or pecuniary pr of it. Purpos e of ho lding
to propagat e the r e lig i on of Our Lord and
Christ, a s that r e lig i on i s understood in
and dis cipline of t he Pre sbyterian Church
States. 50 year s .
273.

t o , and striving
Sav i or J e sus
th e doctrine s
in the United

The McKenzie Reform Club of Salt Lake City. March 24, 1881.
Purpose of er ecting a large and commodious public building
for educati o nal a nd philanthropic purpos e s and for the

permanent e stabli shment of free library and r e ading rooms
under the supe rvision of the association known as the

"Salt Lake Mc~e nzi e Temperance· Reform Club" which is to
have the us e of the public hall in said building under
such rule s and r egulations as may be prescribed by the
Board of Directors. 50 years.
$50,000 in 50,000 ··shar es of $1 each.
274.

Bullion, Be ck, and Champion Mining Company . Mar ch 26, 1881 .
General mining business. 25 year s.
$1,000,000 in 100,000 shares of $10 each.

275 .

climax Consolidated Mining Company. March 26, 1881.
General mining busine ss. 20 years.
$1,000,000 in 100,000 shares of $10 each .

276 .

B'nai Israel of Salt Lake City . March 28, 1881.
Re ligious and educational, and not for pecuniary profit,
but for e xerci s ing , e njoying and propagating the

of · the Bible.
277.

l

4

e llt, i on

50 years .

The Red Warrior Mining Company .

March 30, 1881.

General mining busine ss-- e specially in the

11

Re d Warrior

Lode: in the Uintah Mining District, Summit County.
50 years. $l,bOO,OOO in 100,000 shares of $10 each .
278.

Cariboo Mining Company.

April 11, 1881.

General mining business.

50 years.

$5,000,000 i n 200,000 shares of $25 each .
279.

Missing

280.

The Lead Mine Company. April 27, 1881 .
Gene r al mining' business. 50 years.
$500,000 in 5,000 share s of $100 each.

281.

The Great Western Ma tch Factory Company . ·April 9, 1881.
Bus in ess of manufacturin g matches.

$12,000 in shar e s of $25 e ach .

25 y e ars .
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282.

The Old Hickory Mining and Sme l ting Company. May 9, 1881.
General mining business- - espec ially in the Old Hickory
Lode in the Rocky Mining District, Beaver County.
50 years. $1,000 ,000 in 20,000 s hares of $50 each.

283.

Rocky Mountain Electric Light Company. May 23, 1881.
To carry on a general e lectric light business in the
towns and cities in the Utah Territory and in the towns
and cities in any or all of the other Territories, and

in any or all of the states in the United States.
50 years. $100,000 in 5,000 shares of $20 each.
284.

The Silver Mining Company. May 28, 1881.
General mining business. 50 years.
$500,000 in 100 , 000 shares of $5 each,

285.

Phoenix Mining Company.

June 17, 1881.
50 years.
$1,000,000 in 100,000 shares of $10 ~ach.

General mining business.

286.

Apex Mining Company.

June 28, 1881 .

General mining business. 50 years ..
$1,125,000 in 125,000 s hares of $lO ' each.

287.

Quigg Mining Company.

July l, 1881.

General mining business. 50 years.
$1,000,000 in 100,000 shares of $10 each.

288.

Atlas Mining Company .

July 29, 1881.
50 years.
$2,500,000 in 250,000 shares of $10 each.

General mining business .

289.

The Blackfoot Bridge and Land Company. Sept. 7, 1880.
To build a toll bridge over and across the Snake River
near Blackfoot in the Territory of Idaho, and maintain
and operate the same, to buy and sell land in the
vicinity of Blackfoot, t o buy, construct, maintain,

operate, and sell irrigating ditches and water rights
and pOwers and sell waters conducted in the same, and

generally to do and transact all business incidental
to or connected with the objects above named.
10 years. $25,000 in 1,000 shares of $25 each.
290.

Tintic Iron Company.

Aug. 29, 1881.

General mining business.

50 years.

$50,000 in 500 shares of $100 each.
291.

McCall Mining Company . Sept. 8, 1881.
General mining business. 50 years.
$1,000,000 in 200,000 s hares of $5 each.

292.

The Iron County Coal and Iron Company.

Aug. 26, 1881.

General iron and coal mining business.

$100,000 in 1,000 shares of $100 each.

50 years.
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293.

Utah Iron Manufaaturing Company.

Se pt. 24, 1881.

IrOn mining and manufacturing business .

50 years.

$50,000 in 500 shar es of $100 each.
294.

The Utah Telephone Company. Se pt . 28, 1881.
Telephone busin e ss in the Utah Territory.
$50,000 in 500 shares of $100 each.

25 years.

295.

Cold Spring Mining Company. Oct. 12, 1881.
General mining business in the Cold Spring Mining
District, Wasatch County. 50 years.
$36,000 in 72 shares of $500 each.

296.

The Morton Mining Company . Oct. 24, 1881 .
General mining business. 50 years.
$500,000 in 100,000 shares of $5 each.

297.

The Bellevue, Idaho Mining Company. Oct. 25, 1881 .
General mining business in the Idaho Territory.
50 years. $1,250,000 in 125,000 shares of $10 each.

298 .

The Utah Ore Reduction Company.

Nov. 5, 1881.

General mining business.

50 years.

$100,000 in 10,000 shares of $10 each.
299.

Aspinwall Miriing Company. Nov. 28, 1881.
General minirig business. 50 years.
$1,250,000 in 125,000 shares of $10 each.

300.

The Overland Mining Company of Wood River, Idaho. N~v. 14, 1881.
Genera l min~ng business. 50 years.
$1,250,000 i~ 125,000 shares of $10 each.

301 .

Cosmopolitan Mining Comp~ny. Dec . 10, 1881.
General mining busine ss in the Idaho Territory.
50 years. $3,000,000 in 150,000 shares of $20 each.

302.

The Midas Gold Mining Company. Dec. · 24, 1881.
General mining business in the Idaho Territory.
50 years. $2,000,000 in 200,000 shares of $10 each.

303.

Ut ah Soap Manufacturing Company.
Articles missing .

304.

The Silver Key Mining Company. Jan . 20, 1882.
General mining business. 50 years.
$2,000,000 in 200,000 shares of $10 each .

305.

Bertrand Mining Company. Fe b. 28, 1882.
General mining business. 50 years.
$10,000,000 in 400,000 shares of $25 each.

Feb. 27 , 1882.
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306.

The Conqueror Mining Company. Nov. 21, 1881 .
General mining business . 50 years.
$1,500 ,000 in 150,000 shares of $10 each.

307.

The Gold Note Mining Company. March 3, 1882 .
Genera l mining business in the Idaho Te rritory.
50 years. $500,000 in 100,000 shares of $5 each.

308.

The Corporation of the Members of the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints, residing in the Fifteenth ecc lesiastical Ward of the Salt Lake Stake of Zion . . April 3, 1882.
ObjecLs of said corporation are religious, social,

charitable, and e ducational aqd not for pecuniary
profit. 50 years .
309.

Eighth Ward, Salt Lake Stake of Zion.

April 3, 1882.

310.

West J ordan Ward, Salt. Lake Stake of Zion.

311 .

Seventh Ward, Salt Lake Stake of Zion.

312.

Sixth Ward, Salt Lake Stake of Zion .

313.

South Jordan Ward, Salt Lake Stake of Zion.
50 years.

314.

Herriman Ward, Salt Lake Stake of Zion.

315 .

Twenty-First Ward, Salt Lake Stake of Zion .

316 .

Union Mining Company.

50 years .

April 3, 1882.

April 3, 1882.
April 5, 1882.

50 year s.

50 years .
50 years.

April 10, 1882.

April 11, 1882.

50 years.

April 11, 1882.

50 years .

April 15, 1882.

General mining business.

25 years .

$2 ,000 ,000 in 200,000 shares of $10 each.
317.

East Mill Creek Ward.

3 18.

The American Fork Conso lidat ed Gold and Silver Mining Company .
April 29, 1882 . General mining business.
50 years. $2,500,000 in 250,000 shares of $10 eac h.

319.

LOS First Ward.

April 29, 1882.
April 26, 1882.

April 22, 188 2.

320.

LDS Tenth Ward.

32l.

LOS Twelfth Ward.

322.

LDS Thirteenth Ward.

323.

LDS Millcreek Ward.

324.

LDS Seventeenth Ward.

325.

Red Cloud Mining and Sme lting Company. May 27, 1882.
General mining business in the Utah and Arizona Territories.
25 years . $72,000 in 7,200 shares of $10 each.

April 27' 1882.
May 19, 1882.
April 22, 1882.
May 3, 1882.
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326.

LOS Twentieth Ward.

May 9, 1882.

327.

Vand erb ilt Silver Mining Company.

May 31, 188'2'.

General mining busin ess .

50 ye ars.

$2,500,000 in 100,000 shar es of $25 each.
328 .

The Ke ntucky Quartz, Gold, and Silver Mining Company.
General mining business.

~5

June 3, 1882 .

years.

$500,000 in 100,000 shar es of $5 each.
329.

LOS Eleventh Ward .

May l, 1882 .

330.

Union Ward.

331.

The Stormont Mining Company of Utah .

May 23, 1882 .

General mining business.

June 13, 1882 .
50 years.

$500,000 in 500,000 s hares of $1 each.
332 .

Cactus Mining Company .

June 20, 1882 .

Ge neral mining business -- es pec ially in the "C act us " and
"Massachusetts " mines in the San Francisco Mining

District, Beaver County. 50 years.
$5,000,000 in 200,000 shares of $25 each .
333.

Lexington Mining and Milling Company. March 26, 1881.
General mining busin e ss . 50 years.
$500,000 in 100,000 shar es of $5 each.

334.

LOS Se cond Ward.

335 .

LOS Ninth Ward .

336 .

LOS North J ordan Ward.

337 .

LOS Fifth Ward.

April 21 , 1882 .

338.

Sugarhouse Ward.

Aug. 3, 1882.

339 .

Salt La ke Rock Company.

June 16,· 1882 .
July 14, 1882.
May 20 , 188 2.

Aug. 5, 1882 .

To buy, own, and ope rate sandstone , limestone, and other

quarries and land s in the canyons in Salt Lake County.
50 years. $100,000 in 1,000 shares of $100 each.
340 .

LOS Fourteenth Ward.

Ap~il

341 .

LOS Dr ape r Ward.

342.

LOS Third Ward.

343.

LOS South Co ttonwood Ward.

29, 1882.

July 22, 1882.
Aug. 22, 188 2.
Aug. 12, 1882.
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344.

Pleasant Valley Coal Company. Sept. 6, 1882.
General coa l mining business .
$200,000 in 2,000 shares of $100 each.

345.

The Pinyon Mining Company. Sept. 23, 1882.
General mining busin ess. 25 years.
$1,000,000 in 100,000 shar es of $10 each.

346.

Crescent Mining Company. Sept. 27, 1882.
General mining business. 50 years.
$15,000,000 in 600,000 shares of $25 each .

347.

Brighton Ward .

348 .

The John W. Lowell Wagon Company. Oct. 19, 1882.
Business of buying and se lling wagons, carriages, and
all kinds of vehicles, reapers, mowers, and threshing
machines, and other farming implements. 10 years .
$80,000 in 800 shares of $100 each.

July 15, 1882.

349.

LDS Eighteenth Ward.

350.

Riverside Canal Company. Oct. 11, 1882.
To complete and maintain the Riverside irrigation canals,
located in Riv erside Irrigation District in Salt Lake
County, now partially completed, and to convey through
said canal the waters of Mill Creek Canal. 50 years .
$12,500 in 500 shares of $25 each.

March 27, 1882.

351.

Utah Lime and Cement Company. Nov. 28, 1882.
To quarry and sell limestone and rock for building,
smelting, and all other purpos es for which limestone and
r ock may be used. 50 years .
$100,000 in 10,000 shar es of $10 each.

352.

The Keystone Silver Mining Company, Dec. 6, 1882 .
General mining business. 50 years.
$2,000,000 in 2,000 shares of $10 each.

353.

LDS Fourth Ward.

354.

LDS Nineteenth Ward.

355.

LDS Granite Ward.

356.

Baltimore Mining Company. Dec. 7, 1882.
General mining business . 50 years.
$5,000,000 in 200,000 shares of $25 each.

Dec. 7, 1882.
Dec. 12, 1882.

Dec . 23, 1882.
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357.

Lexington Mining Company. Dec. 12, 1882.
General mining business. 50 years.
$500,000 in 100,000 shar es of $5 e~ch .

358.

LOS Sandy Ward.

359.

LOS Farmers Ward.

360 .

LOS Sixteenth Ward.

361.

Ladi es Literary Club of Salt Lake City, Utah. Dec. 30, 1882.
To establish, maintain, and carry on a society for th e
promotion and general development of knowledge among its
members and the public in matters of science, art,
literature, and other branches of the higher education
of women. 50 years .

362.

The Emerson Mining Company. July 12, 1882 .
General mining busines s .
$1,000,000 in 100,000 s har es of $10 each.

363.

The Br ighton and North Point Irrigation Company. May 20, 1882.
To provide fo r the irrigating of agriculture l ands and
water for culinary and other purpos es within the precincts
of Brighton and North Point, Salt Lake County through the
Brighton Canal and its branches. 50 years.
Capi tal stock may be increased or diminished in any way
and manner as provided for by law but shall not exc eed
$140,000 .

Dec. 16, 1882.
Dec . 30, 1882 .
Dec . 29, 1882.

